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MIISrUTES 


Pursuant  to  a  call  of  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy,  a 
meeting  of  delegates  from  the  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  of  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston,  was  held  at  the  rooms  of  the 
New  York  College  of  Pharmacy,  No.  511  Broadway,  Oct.  15th, 
a-t  5  P.  M. 

Mr.  Charles  Ellis,  of  Philadelphia,  was  appointed  Chairman, 
and  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Philbrick,  of  Boston,  Secretary.  It  was  on 
motion  resolved  that  a  committee  of  one  from  each  delegation  be 
appointed  to  examine  credentials,  and  nominate  officers  for  the 
Convention. 

George  D.  Coggeshall,  of  New  York,  S.  M.  Colcord,  of  Bos- 
ton, and  A.  B.  Taylor,  of  Philadelphia,  were  appointed  the 
Committee. 

The  Committee  reported  the  name^  of  George  D.  Coggeshall, 
Dr.  C.  B.  Guthrie,  and  Thomas  B.  Merrick,  as  delegates  from 
the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy ;  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Philbrick, 
Thomas  Restiaux,  and  Samuel  M.  Colcord,  as  delegates  from 
the  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy ;  and  Charles  Ellis, 
William  Procter,  Jr.,  and  Alfred  B.  Taylor,  as  delegates  from 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy ;  and  nominated  Dr.  C. 
B.  Guthrie,  of  New  York,  as  President,  and  Alfred  B.  Taylor, 
of  Philadelphia,  as  Secretary  of  the  Convention  ;  which  nomina- 
tions were  adopted  by  the  Convention. 

The  President,  on  taking  his  seat,  returned  thanks  for  the 
honor  conferred  in  being  called  to  preside  over  this,  the  first 
Convention  of  the  kind  ever  assembled  in  the  United  States,  and 
proceeded  to  state  the  objects  of  the  call  for  this  Convention, — 
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viz. :  The  adoption  of  a  series  of  standards  for  the  use  of  the 
Drug  Inspectors  at  our  different  ports,  whereby  their  action 
might  be  rendered  more  uniform  and  satisfactory;  as  well  as  the 
proposal  of  any  measures  that  might  be  calculated  to  elevate  the 
profession,  and  promote  their  interests  throughout  the  country. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  that  papers  in  the  hands  of  the 
delegates  should  be  read. 

A  paper  from  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy,  signed  by 
two  of  the  Committee  of  that  body,  (George  D.  Coggeshall  and 
C.  B.  Guthrie,)  as  well  as  a  minority  report  of  Thomas  B.  Mer- 
rick, were  read.  A  letter  from  the  Boston  Drug  Inspector,  in 
reply  to  certain  queries  of  Mr.  Restiaux,  was  presented  and 
read,  as  also  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  standards,  by  Wm.  Proc- 
ter, Jr.,  of  Philadelphia. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Stewart,  of  Baltimore,  was  read,  giving  his 
views  in  regard  to  the  subject,  and  stating  that  delegates  from 
the  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy  had  been  appointed ;  none 
of  whom,  however,  were  present.  A  communication  was  re- 
ceived from  Cincinnati,  informing  the  Convention  that  their 
College  of  Pharmacy  had  also  appointed  delegates,  none  of 
whom  presented  themselves. 

After  reading  the  various  letters,  quite  an  interesting  dis- 
cussion took  place  amongst  the  members  of  the  Convention  in 
regard  to  the  importance  and  practicability  of  adopting  certain 
proposed  standards. 

It  was  on  motion  resolved  that  a  Committee  of  one  from  each 
delegation  be  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  papers  presented, 
and  to  report  to  the  next  meeting  a  plan  of  action  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  adopt. 

The  President  appointed  Mr.  Restiaux,  of  Boston,  Wm.  Proc- 
ter, Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Coggeshall,  of  New  York,  as 
the  Committee. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Convention,  it  was 
on  motion  resolved  that  we  adjourn,  to  meet  in  this  place 
to-morrow,  the  16th  inst.,  at  12  o'clock. 

(Signed,)  A.  B.  TAYLOR, 

Secretary. 


PHARMACEUTISTS   AND   DRtGGISTS.  5 

Second  Session,  October  IQth,  1851. 

An  adJQiirued  meeting  of  the  Convention  was  held  this  day  at 
12  o'clock,  at  the  rooms  of  the  College,  No.  511  Broadway. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  made  the  follow- 
ing report  : 

To  the  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  Colleges  of  Pluirmacy  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Inspection  of  Drugs  : 

The  Committee  appoiuted  to  consider  and  arrange  the  subject  for  the 
action  of  the  Convention,  report — 

That  they  have  examined  the  papers  referred  to  them,  and  considered 
them  in  connection  with  the  sentiment  expressed  verbally  in  the  Con- 
vention at  its  first  session,  and  have  agreed  to  recommend  the  following, 
viz. : 

We  understand  the  sense  of  this  Convention  to  be  that  no  application 
to  Congress  for  the  modification  of  the  law  is  necessary,  as  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  the  power  to  construe  the  law  in  favor  of  admitting 
articles  for  manufacturers'  use,  when  not  of  full  standard  purity,  under 
bon(i  that  such  articles  be  solely  devoted  to  such  use,  and  that  he  has  the 
power  to  designate  standards  in  all  cases  where  the  wording  of  the  law  is 
doubtful ;  and  we  recommend  that  the  following  rules  or  standards  be 
forwarded  to  that  officer,  with  the  earnest  request  of  the  Convention  that 
the  Drug  Examiners  be  instructed  to  carry  them  out  in  practice. 

1st.  We  consider  that  the  law  is  already  ample  in  its  general  provisions 
in  guarding  the  admission  of  drugs,  medicinal  substances,  and  prepara- 
tions, under  the  reference  which  it  distinctly  requires  to  the  Pharmaco- 
poeias and  Dispensatories  specified  in  it ;  but  we  think  it  right  to 
•designate  a  few  prominent  articles  for  which  positive  standards  are  re- 
quired. 

2d.  All  drugs  and  chemicals  employed  in  manufacturing  medicinal 
preparations  should  be  admitted  of  less  than  standard  purity,  upon  suffi- 
cient  bonds  being  given  that  such  articles  are  solely  to  be  devoted  to 
eaid  uses. 

3d.  Opium  should  not  contain  less  than  eight  per  cent,  of  pure  mor- 
phia, unless  intended  for  manufacturing  purposes  as  above  stated. 

4th.  Calisaya  Bark  not  intended  for  manufacturing  should  contain  not 
less  than         per  cent,  of  Quinia. 

5th.  Two  varieties  of  Scammony  should  be  admitted,  "  Aleppo  Cake 
Scammony,"  that  contains  not  less  than  forty  per  cent,  of  true  "Scammony 
Resin ;"  and  the  so-called  "  Virgin  Scammony,"  that  contains  not  less 
than  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  same  resinous  principle. 

1* 
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6th.  All  Elaterium  not  containing  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  Elatin  should 
be  rejected. 

7th.  Iodine,  unless  intended  for  manufacturing',  should  not  contain 
more  than  three  per  cent,  of  water,  and  should  be  free  from  all  other  im- 
purities. 

8th.  Gum-resins  used  solely  in  medicines,  as  Assafoetida,  Ammoniac, 
ifec,  should  be  rejected  when  they  contain  more  than  fifteen  per  cent,  of 
extraneous  matter,  whether  accidental  or  designed. 

9th.  Barks  derived  from  the  Cinchonas  growing  in  northern  provinces 
of  South  America,  and  which  contain  Cinchonia  with  or  without  Quinia, 
and  which  are  generally  known  as  Carthagena  and  Maracaibo  Barks, 
should  be  admitted  ;  all  other  Barks  falsely  purporting  to  be  Cinchona 
Barks,  whether  derived  from  this  or  other  sources,  should  be  rejected. 

10.  As  there  is  no  good  reason  for  the  introduction  of  European  Rhu- 
barb into  this  country,  owing  to  its  inferior  strength,  we  recommend  that 
all  Rhubarb  of  European  origin  be  excluded. 

11th.  The  uninjured  portion  of  partially  damaged  drugs,  &c.,  may  be 
admitted,  provided  the  importer  will,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
Inspector,  cause  all  the  damaged  parts  to  be  removed  ;  and  drugs  other- 
wise good,  if  loosely  admixed  with  extraneous  substances  to  an  extent 
that  in  the  proper  construction  of  the  law  would  be  rejected,  may  be 
passed  if  the  importer  will  remove  all  such  extraneous  parts  under  the 
direction  of  the  Examiner. 

12th.  It  is  recommended  that  the  Examiner  of  each  port  be  required 
to  collect  and  deposit  in  his  office  a  cabinet  of  specimens  of  drugs,  chemi- 
cals, and  permanent  medicinal  preparations,  as  complete  as  practicable, 
to  be  used  for  comparison  in  the  course  of  inspection. 

And,  finally,  this  Convention  earnestly  and  respectfully  recommend, 
as  the  useful  working  of  the  law,  after  all,  depends  mainly  on  the  integrity 
and  ability  of  the  Examiners,  that  the  greatest  carefulness  should  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  appointing  power  in  the  selection  of  these  officers,  in  fur- 
therance of  which  the  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  would  cheerfully  render 
their  assistance,  if  solicited. 

(Signed,)  Wm.  Procter,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia, 

Geo.  D.  Coggeshall,  of  New  York,    \ 
Thos.  Restiaux,  of  Boston. 

It  was  on  motion  resolved  that  the  foregoing  report  be  read 
and  considered  by  sections,  when,  after  full  and  free  discussion 
of  each  section,  the  report  was  adopted  by  the  Convention  in 
the  following  form  : 

We  consider  that  the  law  is  already  ample  in  its  general  provisions  in 
i^uarding  the  admission  of  drugs,  medicinal  substances,  and  preparations, 
under  the  reference  which  it  distinctly  requires  to  the  Pharmacopoeias 
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and  Dispensatories,  specified  in  it ;  but  we  think  it  right  to  designate  a 
few  prominent  articles,  for  which  positive  standards  are  required. 

1st.  All  drugs  and  chemicals  employed  in  manufacturing  chemical 
preparations  used  in  medicine,  may  be  admitted  of  less  than  standard 
purity,  upon  suflBcient  bonds  being  given  that  such  articles  are  solely  to 
be  devoted  to  said  uses. 

2d.  Opium  should  not  contain  less  than  eight  per  cent,  of  pure  morphia, 
unless  intended  for  manufacturing,  as  above  stated. 

3d.  Two  varieties  of  Scammony  should  be  admitted, — "'Aleppo  Cake 
Scammony,"  that  contains  not  less  than  forty  per  cent,  of  "  true  Scam- 
mony Eesin  ;"  and  the  so-called  "Virgin  Scammony,"  that  contains  not 
less  than  sixty-five  per  cent,  of  the  same  resinous  principle. 

4th.  All  Elaterium  not  containing  twenty-five  percent,  of  Elatin  should 
be  rejected. 

5th.  Iodine,  unless  intended  expressly  for  manufacturing,  should  not 
contain  more  than  three  per  cent,  of  water,  and  should  be  free  from  all 
other  impurities. 

6th.  Gum  resins  used  solely  in  medicine,  as  Assafoetida,  Ammoniac, 
&c.,  should  be  rejected  when  they  contain  more  than  fifteen  per  cent,  of 
extraneous  matter,  whether  accidental  or  designed. 

7th.  Barks  derived  from  the  Cinchonas  growing  in  the  northern 
provinces  of  South  America,  and  which  contain  Cinchonia  with  or  with- 
out "  Quinia,"  should  be  admitted ;  all  other  barks,  sold  as  Cinchona 
barks,  should  be  rejected. 

8th.  As  there  is  no  good  reason  for  the  introduction  of  European  Rhu- 
barb into  this  country,  owing  to  its  inferior  strength,  we  recommend  that 
all  Rhubarb  of  European  origin  be  excluded. 

9th.  The  uninjured  portion  of  partially  damaged  drugs,  &.c.,  may  be 
admitted,  provided  the  importer  will,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
Inspector,  cause  all  the  damaged  parts  to  be  removed :  and  drugs  other- 
wise good,  if  loosely  admixed  with  extraneous  substances  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that,  in  the  proper  construction  of  the  law,  they  would  be  rejected, 
may  be  passed  if  the  importer  will  remove  all  such  extraneous  parts,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Examiner. 

loth.  It  is  recommended  that  the  Examiner  collect  and  deposit  in  his 
office  a  cabinet  of  specimens  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and  permanent  medici- 
nal preparations,  as  complete  as  practicable,  to  be  used  for  comparison 
in  the  course  of  inspection. 

11th,  and  finally.  This  Convention  respectfully  and  earnestly  recom- 
mends,  as  the  useful  working  of  the  law,  after  all,  depends  mainly  on  the 
integrity  and  ability  of  the  Examiners,  that  the  greatest  carefulness 
should  be  exercised  by  the  appointing  power  in  the  selection  of  these 
officers,  in  furtherance  of  which  the  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  would  cheer- 
fully render  their  assistance,  if  solicited. 
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The  Committee  also  offered  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions, which  were  adopted  by  the  Convention : 

Whereas,  The  advancement  of  the  true  interests  of  the  great  body  of 
pharmaceutical  practitioners  in  all  sections  of  our  country  is  a  subject 
worthy  earnest  consideration  ;  and 

Whereas,  Pharmaceutists,  in  their  intercourse  among  themselves,  with 
physicians,  and  the  public,  should  be  governed  by  a  code  of  ethics  calcu- 
lated to  elevate  the  standard  and  improve  the  practice  of  their  art ;  and 

TT'Tiereas,  The  means  of  a  regular  pharmaceutical  education  should  be 
afforded  to  the  rising  pharmaceutists,  by  the  establishment  of  Schools  of 
Pharmacy  in  suitable  locations  ;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  the  united  action  of  the  pro- 
fession should  be  directed  to  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects ; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  much  good  will  result 
from  a  more  extended  intercourse  between  pharmaceutists  of  the  several 
sections  of  the  Union,  by  which  their  customs  aud  practice  may  be 
assimilated ; 

That  pharmaceutists  would  promote  their  individual  interests,  and  ad- 
vance their  professional  standing,  by  forming  associations  for  mutual 
protection,  and  the  education  of  their  assistants,  when  such  associations 
have  become  sufficiently  matured ;  and  that  in  view  of  these  important 
ends  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  a  Convention  be  called,  consisting  of  three  delegates 
each  from  incorporated  and  unincorporated  Pharmaceutical  Societies,  to 
meet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  October,  1852,  when  all 
the  important  questions  bearing  on  the  profession  may  be  considered, 
and  measures  adopted  for  the  organization  of  a  National  Association,  to 
meet  every  year. 

In  accordance  with  these  resolutions,  the  President  of  this  Convention 
is  requested  to  transmit  an  invitation  to  the  authorized  bodies,  at  least 
three  months  previous  to  the  time  of  meeting,  requesting  such  bodies  to 
acquaint  him  with  the  names  of  the  delegates  they  may  appoint. 

It  was  on  motion  resolved  that  the  New  York  Delegation  be 
appointed  a  Committee  to  lay  the  proceedings  of  this  Conven-, 
tion  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  afterwards  have 
them  published  in  pamphlet  form. 

Dr.  Philbrick  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution, 
which  were  adopted : 

Wliereas,  To  secure  the  full  benefits  of  the  prohibition  of  sophisticated 
drugs  and  chemicals  from  abroad,  it  is  necessary  to  prevent  home  adulter 
ration, — 
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Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  several  Colleges  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  in  their  respective  States  may  be  best  calculated 
to  secure  that  object. 

It  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Colcord  resolved  that  a  Committee 
of  three  be  appointed  to  act  as  a  Standing  Committee,  to  collect 
such  information  as  may  be  deemed  valuable,  together  with  me- 
morials and  suggestions  from  any  medical  and  pharmaceutical 
associations  ;  to  be  presented  at  the  next  Convention. 

The  President  appointed  S.  M.  Colcord,  of  Boston,  George  I). 
Coggeshall,  of  New  York,  and  Wm.  Procter,  Jr.,  of  Philadel- 
phia, said  Committee. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  presented  to  the  New  York  College  of 
Pharmacy,  for  the  use  of  their  rooms  for  the  sessions  of  the 
Convention,  and  for  the  social  entertainment  provided  by  them. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  also  presented  to  the  officers  of  the 
Convention,  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their 
duties. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Convention,  on 
motion  adjourned. 

(Signed,)  A.  B.  TAYLOR, 

Secretary/. 

.  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  to  that  effect,  the  President 
of  the  Convention  issued  the  following  circular  letter  and  call  to 
the  Convention  ;  and  the  accompanying  resolution  was  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. 

National  Pharmaceutical  Convention. 
CiBcuLAB  Letter. 

New  York,  November  25,  1851. 

Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  Delegates  from  the  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  of  the 
United  States,  held  in  this  city,  on  the  15th  of  October,  1851,  the  follow- 
ing Preamble  and  Resolutions,  explanatory  of  themselves,  were  ofifered, 
and,  after  a  free  and  full  discussion,  unanimously  adopted : 

"  Whereas,  The  advancement  of  the  true  interests  of  the  great  body  of 
Pharmaceutical  Practitioners,  in  all  sections  of  our  country,  is  a  subject 
worthy  of  earnest  consideration ;  and  whereas,  Pharmaceutists  in  their 
intercourse  among  themselves,  with  physicians,  and  the  public,  should  be 
governed  by  a  Code  of  Ethics  calculated  to  elevate  the  standard,  and  im- 
prove the  practice  of  their  Art ;  and  whereas,  the  means  of  a  regular 
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pharmacentical  education  should  be  offered  to  the  rising  pharmaceutists 
by  the  establishment  of  Schools  of  Pharmacy,  in  suitable  locations  ;  and 
whereas,  it  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  the  united  action  of  the  Profes- 
sion should  be  directed  to  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects  ;  therefore 

"Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  much  good  will  re- 
suit  from  a  more  extended  intercourse  between  pharmaceutists  of  the 
several  sections  of  the  Union,  by  which  their  customs  and  practice  may 
be  assimilated  ;  that  pharmaceutists  would  promote  their  individual  in- 
terests, and  advance  their  professional  standing,  by  forming  associations 
for  mutual  protection,  and  for  the  education  of  their  assistants,  when  such 
associations  have  become  sufficiently  matured  ;  and  that,  in  view  of  these 
important  ends,  it  is  further 

'^Resolved,  That  a  convention  be  called,  consisting  of  three  delegates 
each,  from  incorporated  and  unincorporated  Pharmaceutical  Societies,  to 
meet  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  October,  1852,  when  all 
the  important  questions,  bearing  on  the  profession,  may  be  considered, 
and  measures  adopted  for  the  organization  of  a  National  Association  to 
meet  every  year." 

The  objects  set  forth  in  the  above,  I  trust,  will  meet  the  hearty  appro- 
bation of  yourself  and  the  apothecaries  of  your  place,  and  lead  to  the 
formation  (if  not  already  in  existence)  of  such  an  association  as  will  co- 
operate in  the  furtherance  of  the  proposed  association. 

Our  medical  brethren  have,  as  you  doubtless  are  aware,  an  organization 
similar  in  character,  holding  its  sessions  annually,  in  which  all  matters 
pertaining  to  their  profession  are  fully  discussed, — the  beneficial  effects 
of  which  are  already  apparent,  though  the  Association  has  been  ia  ex- 
istence but  a  few  years. 

They  cannot  give  to  the  subject  of  Pharmacy  the  attention  it  requires 
and  deserves,  neither  is  it  a  matter  legitimately  falling  under  their  cogni- 
zance, but  belongs  to  the  Pharmaceutists  themselves. 

The  Medical  Profession  and  the  Community  at  large  rightfully  look  to 
us  for  the  correction  of  any  existing  abuses,  the  advancement  of  the  sci- 
ence, and  the  elevation  of  the  business  of  an  Apothecary  to  the  dignity 
and  standard  of  a  profession. 

To  this  end  we  invite  you  to  the  formation  of  such  associations,  in  view 
of  the  Convention,  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of 
October,  1852. 

Communications,  intended  for  said  Convention,  may  be  addressed  to 
William  Procter,  Jr.,  Philadelphia,  George  D.  Coggeshall,  New  York, 
or  S.  M.  Colcord,  Boston. 

Any  communications,  touching  the  subject  of  the  above  letter,  will  be 
cheerfully  responded  to  by  the  President  of  the  Convention. 

C.  B.  Guthrie, 
President  Convention  Colleges  of  Pharmacy, 
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Call  to  the  Convention. 

Notice. — The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmaceutical  Conven- 
tion will  take  place  in  Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday,  the  6th  of  October, 
1852. 

It  being  a  matter  of  much  importance  that  this  meeting  should  num- 
ber as  many  of  our  Druggists  and  Chemists  as  possible,  I  deem  it  proper 
to  suggest  that  not  only  all  regular  incorporated  and  unincorporated 
associations  of  this  kind  should  see  that  they  are  fully  represented,  but 
that  where  no  associations  exist  as  yet,  the  apothecaries  should  send  one 
or  more  of  their  number  as  delegates  to  the  Convention, — such  will,  no 
doubt,  be  cheerfully  admitted  to  seats  in  the  Convention. 

We  trust  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  this  important  subject  will  remem- 
ber the  time  and  place,  and  give  us  their  assistance  in  person  or  by 
delegate.  C.  B.  Guthrie, 

President  of  Convention. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  Sept,  20th,  1852: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  hall  of  this  College  (Zane  Street,  above  Seventh,) 
be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Convention  about  to 
assemble  in  this  city  during  the  time  they  may  nieed  it." 
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Held  at  Philadelphia,  October  6th,  1852. 


(published  by  direction  of  the  convention.) 
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NOTE  BY  THE   EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


In  August,  1851,  the  N"ew  York  College  of  Pharmacy  issued  a  call 
addressed  to  the  other  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  in  the  United  States,  re- 
questing that  they  should  severally  appoint  three  delegates  to  meet  in 
Convention  at  Nev?  York,  on  the  15th  of  October  following,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  subject  of  Standards  for  the  guidance  of  the  Special  Ex- 
aminers of  Drugs,  Medicines,  &c.,  at  the  several  chief  Ports  of  Entry. 
That  Convention  met  in  accordance  with  the  call — and  after  attending  to 
the  matters  for  which  it  specially  convened,  passed  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  viz. : 

"  Whereas,  The  advancement  of  the  true  interests  of  the  great  body  of 
pharmaceutical  practitioners  in  all  sections  of  our  country  is  a  subject 
worthy  of  earnest  consideration  ;  and,  whereas,  pharmaceutists,  in  their 
intercourse  among  themselves,  with  physicians  and  the  public,  should  be 
governed  by  a  Code  of  Ethics  calculated  to  elevate  the  standard  and  im- 
prove the  practice  of  their  art;  and  whereas,  the  means  of  a  regular  phar- 
maceutical education  should  be  ofiFered  to  the  rising  pharmaceutists  by 
the  establishment  of  Schools  of  Pharmacy  in  suitable  locations ;  and 
whereas,  it  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  the  united  action  of  the  pro- 
fession should  be  directed  to  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects  ;  there- 
fore/ 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  much  good  will  re- 
sult from  a  more  extended  intercourse  between  the  pharmaceutists  of 
the  several  sections  of  the  Union,  by  which  their  customs  and  practice 
may  be  assimilated ;  that  pharmaceutists  would  promote  their  individual 
interests,  and  advance  their  professional  standing,  by  forming  associations 
for  mutual  protection,  and  the  education  of  their  assistants  when  such  as- 
sociations have  become  sufficiently  matured ;  and  that,  in  view  of  these 
important  ends,  it  is  further 

"  Resolved,  That  a  convention  be  called,  consisting  of  three  delegates 
each,  from  incorporated  and  unincorporated  pharmaceutical  societies,  to 
meet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  October,  1852,  when  all 
the  important  questions  bearing  on  the  profession  may  be  considered,  and 
measures  adopted  for  the  organization  of  a  National  Association,  to  meet 
every  year." 

The  Convention  met  at  Philadelphia  in  answer  to  the  above  resolution, 
and  the  following  pages  exhibit  an  account  of  its  proceedings. 

William  Procter,  Jr., 
George  D.  Coggeshall, 
Joseph  Burnett. 

Philadelphia,  October,  1852. 
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Hall  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  1 
October  6th,  1852,  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  ) 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Guthrie,  President  of  the  Convention 
held  last  year,  the  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  A. 
B.  Taylor,  of  Philadelphia,  the  Secretary.  Mr.  Coggeshall,  of 
New  York,  informed  the  meeting  that,  in  a  letter  lately  received 
from  President  Guthrie,  dated  at  Louisville,  he  stated  that  cir- 
cumstances had  rendered  his  presence  impossible,  but  that  his 
best  wishes  would  attend  the  Convention  in  its  endeavors  to  ele- 
vate the  profession. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Procter  it  was  resolved,  that  Mr.  Cogges- 
hall, of  New  York,  be  appointed  President  pro  tempore,  Mr. 
Taylor  acting  as  Secretary. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  President  should  appoint 
a  Committee  of  three  to  examine  the  credentials  of  the  delegates 
present.  Whereupon,  Messrs.  Ellis,  of  Philadelphia,  Colcord, 
of  Boston,  and  Laidley,  of  Richmond,  were  commissioned  to  re- 
tire on  that  duty,  and  were  also  directed  to  report  a  resolution 
in  reference  to  the  druggists  and  apothecaries  who  were  present 
with  the  desire  of  attending  the  Convention  without  being  dele- 
gated. 

'  This  Committee  reported  that  satisfactory  credentials  of  the 
appointment  of  the  following  gentlemen  as  delegates  had  been 
offered : 

Fro7n  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy. — Joseph  Bur- 
nett, Samuel  M.  Colcord,  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Philbrick. 

From  the  College  of  Pharmacy  of  the  City  of  New  York. — 
George  D.  Coggeshall,  L.  S.  Haskell,  J(/nn  Meakim. 

From  the  Richmond  Pharmaceutical  Society. — Alexander  Du- 
val, John  Purcell,  Joseph  Laidley. 

From  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Pharmacy. — William  B.  Chap- 
man, Charles  Augustus  Smith,  Edward  S.  Wayne. 

From  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. — Daniel  B. 
Smith,  Charles  Ellis,  William  Procter,  Jr. 

Fi'om  th'e  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy. — Dr.  David  Stew- 
art, George  W.  Andrews. 

And  Henry  F.  Fish,  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  as  the  repre- 
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sentative  of  the  apothecaries  and  druggists  of  the  cities  of  Hart- 
ford, and  Middletown,  Connecticut. 

The  following  resolution  was  also  offered  : 
Resolved,  That  those  gentlemen  whose  interest  in  the  objects 
of  the  Convention  has  induced  them  to  meet,  with  us  on  this  oc- 
casion, be  invited  to  take  seats  in  the  Convention  and  fully  par- 
ticipate in  its  proceedings. 

Signed,  C.  Ellis,  ^ 

S.  M.  CoLCORD,      y      Committee. 
Jos.  Laidlet,        j 
The  Report,  including  the  resolution,  was  adopted,  and  the 
Committee  continued,  to  act  on  the  claims  of  delegates  or  others 
not  yet  arrived. 

On  motion  the  roll  was   called,  and  the  following  delegates 
answered  to  their  names  : 

Daniel  B.  Smith,  Joseph  Laidley, 

Charles  Ellis,  David  Stewart, 

William  Procter,  Jr.,  Charles  Augustus  Smith, 

Joseph  Burnett,  George  D.  Coggeshall, 

Samuel  M.  Colcord,  Llewellyn  S.  Haskell, 

Samuel  R.  Philbrick,  John  Meakim, 

Alexander  Duval,  Henry  F.  Fish. 

The  following  gentlemen  were   then  invited  to  seats  in  the 
Convention,  viz  : 

Charles  L.  Bache,  of  San  Francisco,  California. 
Eugene  Dupuy,  of  New  York. 

Edward  Parrish,    "I         r-nT-i    3  i   i,- 
01  Pniladelphia. 


Alfred  B.  Taylor, 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  that  a  Committee  of  one  from 
each  delegation  be  appointed  to  nominate  officers  for  the  Conven- 
tion, each  delegation  suggesting  its  representative. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Procter,  of  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Philbrick,  of 
Boston,  Mr.  Duval,  of  Richmond,  Dr.  Stewart,  of  Baltimore,  Mr. 
C.  A.  Smith,  of  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Meakim,  of  New  York,  Mr. 
Fish  of  Connecticut,  were  chosen. 

The  Committee  retired,  and  after  conferring  together  reported 
the  following  nominations  : 

Daniel  B.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  for  President. 

George  W.  Andrews,  of  Baltimore 

Samuel  M.  Colcord,  of  Boston,       \  for  Vice  Presidents. 

C.  Augustus  Smith,  of  Cincinnati 
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George  D.  Coggeshall,  of  New  York,  for  Recording  Sec- 
retary. 

Wm.  Procter,  Jr.,  of  Philada.,  for  Corresponding  Secretary. 

All  of  whom  were  duly  elected,  and  the  Committee  discharged. 

After  the  officers  had  taken  their  seats,  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  Convention  held  at  New  York,  October,  1851, 
"  to  act  as  a  Standing  Committee,  to  collect  such  information  as 
may  be  deemed  valuable,  together  with  memorials  and  suggestions 
from  Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Associations,  to  be  presented 
to  the  next  Convention,"  made  the  following  Report,  which  was 
read  and  accepted. 

Ih  the  Convention  of  Pharmaceutists  assembled  at  Philadelphia,   October 

6th,  1852. 

The  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  at  the  Convention  held  last 
year  in  New  York,  and  instructed  "  to  collect  and  receive  such  informa- 
tion as  may  be  valuable,  and  memorials  and  suggestions  from  Medical 
and  Pharmaceutical  Associations,  to  be  presented  to  the  next  Convention," 
respectfully  report:  That  in  the  period  that  has  elapsed  since  their  ap- 
pointment,  notwithstanding  the  fact  of  their  readiness  to  receive  any  com- 
munications having  been  duly  announced,  they  have  received  no  contribu- 
tions towards  the  end  or  oljject  of  their  appointment,  except  those  relating 
to  the  inspection  of  drugs.  They  have,  however,  not  been  unmindful  of 
the  duty  reposed  in  them,  and  now  ofier  the  following  suggestions  as 
tending  to  aid  the  business  of  the  Convention,  in  so  far  as  they  exhibit  some 
of  the  more  prominent  subjects  worthy  of  its  serious  deliberation  and  action. 

1st.  The  number  of  Pharmaceutists,  constituting  the  professional  body 
in  the  United  States,  is  large,  comprehends  all  grades  of  qualification,  and 
extends  to  every  city  and  town  in  the  country.  The  professed  object  of 
the  present  Convention  being  to  adopt  measures  calculated  to  benefit  this 
large  body  of  citizens,  in  a  professional  point  of  view,  by  showing  that 
there  exist  many  grounds  of  sympathy  between  them,  notwithstanding  the 
present  want  of  united  action  ;  we  believe  that  the  institution  of  a  National 
Association,  whose  members  may  come  from  all  sections  of  the  country,  is 
calculated  to  enlist  this  feeling  of  brotherhood,  and  direct  its  power,  as  a 
removing  force,  towards  the  elevation  of  the  average  standard  of  qualifica- 
tion now  existing.  In  view  of  this,  it  is  suggested  whether  the  passage 
of  a  resolution  by  this  Convention,  resolving  itself  into  a  National  Asso- 
ciation, should  not  properly  engage  its  attention  at  its  commencement,  so 
that  the  important  details  of  forming  a  Constitution,  explaining  the  nature 
of  its  origination,  &c.  &c.,  might  receive  the  deliberate  consideration  they 
merit,  before  being  adopted. 

As  the  basis  upon  which  the  Association  will  rest,  will  be  the  decision 
as  to  what  shall  constitute  a  member,  we  believe  its  ultimate  usefulness 
will  very  much  depend  on  the  character  of  this  decision,  and  we  cannot 
refrain  from  presenting  some  reflections  on  the  subject. 
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The  inefiBciency  or  inadequacy  of  the  present  basis,  viz :  Delegates 
from  incorporated  and  unincorporated  Societies  is  here  demonstrated  by 
the  small  number  who  have  been  appointed  in  answer  to  the  call ;  at  least, 
this  must  be  true  so  long  as  the  process  of  local  organization  is  so  dilatory. 
The  aim  should  be  to  enlist  as  much  as  possible  of  the  talent  now  engaged 
in  the  pharmaceutical  ranks. 

We  think,  therefore,  that  membership  in  the  proposed  Association  should 
be  of  a  representative  character,  to  as  full  an  extent  as  practicable.  Col- 
leges and  Societies  of  Pharmacy  should,  of  course,  send  delegates.  Then 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  Apothecaries  in  cities  and  towns  where 
no  Society  exists,  whereby  they  may  send  representatives,  to  the  extent  of 
one  for  every  ten  Apothecaries  in  such  places  ;  each  representative  to  bring 
with  him  a  certificate  from  his  constituents.  Finally,  to  provide  for  the 
admission  of  isolated  individuals,  who  may  not  have  neighbors  sufficient 
to  entitle  them  to  act  as  representatives,  but  who  feel  an  interest  in  the 
Association,  power  should  be  given  to  the  committee  on  credentials,  under 
certain  restrictions. 

The  formation  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  preparation  of  a  Code  of 
Ethics  applicable  to  the  present  condition  of  the  profession,  sufficiently 
stringent  to  elevate  the  members  above  many  things  now  too  prevalent, 
and  yet  not  so  binding  as  to  exclude  a  large  number  who,  though  well 
disposed,  are  unable  to  free  themselves  from  participation  in  acts  contrary 
to  the  highest  standard,  without  a  sacrifice  greater  than  could  be  expected 
of  them ;  should  engage  the  wisest  action  of  the  Convention,  to  render 
them  practicable  in  their  working. 

2d.  The  subject  o{  Pharmaceutical  Educaiiort  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  one  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  deserving  of  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Convention,  in  several  points  of  view.  Indeed,  the  primary 
object  of  the  Convention  being  called,  was  in  reference  to  the  improvement 
of  the  standard  of  practice  throughout  the  country,  and  this  cannot  be  ef- 
fected without  extending  the  present  means  of  education,  either  by  schools, 
or  by  an  increase  of  facilities  ofi'ered  by  proprietors  to  their  apprentices 
and  assistants.  In  too  many  instances  the  proprietors  are  illy  fitted  to 
extend  the  tuition  that  of  right  belongs  to  those  whom  they  have  engaged 
to  teach  the  business  of  a  Pharmaceutist.  As  schools  of  Pharmacy  are  of 
gradual  growth,  and  cannot  be  expected  to  exist  except  in  large  cities,  the 
Convention  would  do  well  to  consider  what  subsidiary  means  may  be  en- 
listed to  reach  those  of  our  brethren  who  reside  in  small  towns.  One  of 
the  first  of  these  collateral  aids  will  be  found  in  local  organizations,  em- 
bracing the  proprietors  in  such  towns  where,  by  a  union  of  their  exertions 
and  contributions,  they  may  encourage  pharmaceutical  literature  by  form- 
ing libraries,  and  uphold  among  themselves  correct  practice,  the  employ- 
ment only  of  good  drugs,  and  the  receipt  of  fair  prices. 

In  France,  where  but  three  Pharmaceutical  Schools  exists,  there  are  such 
Societies  in  all  the  larger  towns,  which  have  halls  and  libraries,  where 
their  young  men  and  apprentices  have  opportunities  for  gaining  knowledge, 
and  laboratories,  wherein  they  occasionally  perform  operations  not  easily 
executed  with  the  utensils  and  instruments  usually  found  in  shop  labora- 
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tories.  If  such  associations  can  be  formed  by  the  proprietors,  they  will 
soon  influence  the  apprentices,  and  thus  effect  the  object  aimed  at  to  a 
great  extent. 

The  superior  advantages  of  tuition  in  well  conducted  Schools  of  Phar- 
macy will  not  be  doubted,  especially  when  it  is  preceded  by  several  years 
of  shop  practice.  Access  to  these,  by  young  men  at  a  distance,  can  always 
be  had  where  their  circumstances  enable  them  to  attend,  and  thus  finish 
their  pharmaceutical  education.  The  perfection  of  a  School  of  Pharmacy 
is  attained  by  attaching  to  it  a  practical  laboratory,  wherein  the  advanced 
pupils  can  have  an  opportunity  to  become  familiar  with  the  more  difficult 
manipulations  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry,  and  of  extemporaneous  Phar- 
macy. As  yet,  neither  of  the  Schools  in  this  country  have  this  addition, 
which  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  expense  of  conducting  them,  renders 
their  support  by  the  fees  of  the  pupils  almost  impossible.  We  think  the 
voice  of  the  Convention  should  be  raised  to  encourage  the  formation  of  such 
schools,  and  also  to  advocate  the  practice  of  preparing  chemicals  in  the 
shop  laboratory. 

3.  The  apprenticeship  system  which  obtains  in  many  parts  of  the  United 
States,  is  a  subject  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Convention.  The 
conditions  conducing  to  mutual  advantage  between  the  employer  and  the 
employed,  are  not  sufficiently  attended  to  in  general.  Proprietors  often 
do  not  consider  the  fitness  of  applicants,  both  as  regards  natural  endow- 
ments and  preliminary  education,  with  that  care  and  attention  that  a  due 
regard  to  such  applicants  demands,  and  consequently  a  large  number  of 
inefficient  apothecaries  are  entailed  on  the  country — inefficient  from  lack 
of  talent,  or  from  disgust  at  a  business  for  which  they  have  no  inclination. 
More  attention  to  the  claims  of  apprentices,  on  the  teaching  of  their  em- 
ployers, should  be  advocated  by  the  Convention  as  due  to  the  former,  as 
advantageous  to  the  latter,  and  eventually  to  the  profession. 

4th.  The  Committee  believe  that  the  subject  of  secreiJ  medicines,  or  quack- 
ery, as  applied  to  Pharmacy,  together  with  the  course  usually  followed  by 
quacks,  in  bringing  their  nostrums  into  notice,  is  becoming  yearly  more 
fraught  with  ill  consequences,  both  to  the  customers  and  the  apothecaries, 
and  merits  the  consideration  of  the  Convention,  as  to  whether  the  reference 
of  the  subject  to  a  Committee  to  investigate,  would  not  result  in  some 
advantage. 

5th.  The  subject  of  the  inspection  of  imported  drugs,  as  regards  the  ac- 
tual working  of  the  law,  is  of  deep  intdrest  to  us  all.  The  possibility  of 
bringing  the  influence  of  this  convention  to  bear  in  regard  to  the  continu- 
ance in  office  of  able  men,  solely  on  the  ground  of  fitness,  is  worth  con- 
sideration. The  usefulness  of  this  law  rests  absolutely  on  the  ability  and 
conscientiousness  of  the  Inspector,  and  if  incumbents  perfectly  satisfac- 
tory to  those  concerned  are  removed,  on  political  grounds,  and  replaced 
by  inexperienced  and  unqualified  persons,  it  is  apparent  that  the  good  re- 
sults of  the  law  will  cease. 

Whatever  may  be  the  efficiency  of  the  law  against  the  importation  ol 
inferior  drugs,  it  will  not  reach  those  at  home,  who  are  disposed  to  resort 
to  adulteration  as  a  means  of  increasing  their  profits.    The  power  of  the 
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general  government  ceases  with  the  Custom  House.  It  -will  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  reach  this  evil  effectually,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  by  legis- 
lation, to  induce  our  State  Legislatures  and  municipal  authorities  to 
authorize  some  form  of  inspection  by  which  the  delinquents  can  be 
reached  ;  not  the  drug  adulterator  merely,  but  the  medicine  adulterator — 
the  apothecary  who  scruples  not  to  reduce  the  strength  of  standard  medi- 
cines, that  he  may  reduce  his  prices.  Whatever  may  be  the  proper  course 
of  this  Convention,  we  believe  that  eventually  the  National  Association 
should  urge,  with  all  the  force  of  its  influence,  the  enactment  of  State 
laws  tending  to  the  reformation  of  these  evils. 

6th.  The  general  adoption  of  our  National  Pharmacopoeia  as  a  guide  in 
the  preparation  of  ofi&cinal  medicines,  is  much  to  be  desired.  We  believe 
that  this  convention  should  encourage  its  adoption,  and  should  request  the 
publishers  of  that  work  to  issue  a  small  sized  cheap  edition,  so  that  every 
apothecary  and  physician  shall  have  a  copy.  We  also  believe  that  a  fruit- 
ful source  of  variation  in  the  preparations  of  the  shops,  is  the  existence  of 
a  number  of  formulae  for  the  same  preparation,  as  found  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeias,  parallel  with  that  of  our  own  code,  in  the  Commentaries 
in  general  use. 

7th.  The  indiscriminaie  sale  of  poisons  by  druggists  and  apothecaries,  is 
a  serious  evil  in  the  United  States,  as  at  present  conducted.  Any  views 
which  may  originate  in  the  Convention,  tending  to  abate  this  evil,  would 
no  doubt  have  some  influence,  if  circulated  by  its  authority. 

8th.  The  separation  of  Pharmacy  from  the  practice  of  medicine,  has  long 
been  effected  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  by  the  direct  interference  of  the 
Government,  each  profession  being  in  the  hands  of  a  distinct  class  of 
men.  Inheriting,  as  we  do,  our  Medical  Institutions  from  Great  Britain, 
the  confusion  of  interests  which  has  long  prevailed  there  has  in  some 
measure  descended  to  us  ;  and  many  instances  of  medical  practitioners 
conducting  apothecary  shops,  like  the  so-called  apotliecaries  of  England, 
exist  among  us.  The  increase  of  this  class,  in  some  localities,  has  been 
marked  of  late  years — a  fact  attributable  to  the  undue  multiplication  of 
graduates  in  medicine,  who,  finding  the  ranks  of  their  profession  so  full  as 
to  render  prospect  of  immediate  success  doubtful,  turn  their  attention  to- 
wards Pharmacy  as  a  subsidiary  means  of  support.  As  these  mongrel 
apothecaries  too  frequently  use  their  shops  merely  as  stepping  stones  to 
business,  they  tend  directly  to  depreciate  the  standard  of  practice  on  the 
one  hand,  and  tempt  young  apothecaries,  who  are  struggling  against  the 
difficulties  of  an  already  excessive  competition,  to  turn  their  attention  to 
medical  practice,  with  or  without  a  diploma,  as  may  suit  their  circum- 
stances or  fancy,  on  the  other  ;  and  thus  complicate  the  confusion.  As 
Pharmacy  never  will  advance  as  it  should,  whilst  this  amalgamation  exists 
in  cities  and  towns  to  any  large  extent,  we  earnestly  recommend  to  this 
Convention  that  a  voice  may  go  forth  at  its  present  session  calling  atten- 
tion to  this  growing  evil. 

9th.  Believing  that  if  the  Pharmaceutists  of  the  United  States  are  true  to 
themselves,  the  meetings  of  the  Association,  of  which  the  present  may 
be  considered  the  beginning,  will  annually  increase  in  interest  and 
importance,   we    would    suggest,    what    must    have    occurred    to   many 
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present,  that  they  should  be  partially  devoted  to  the  advancement  of  Phar- 
macy, as  well  as  to  the  sciences  upon  which  it  is  based,  by  inviting  contri- 
butions of  original  papers,  and  by  committing  subjects  re(iuiring  investiga- 
tion to  suitable  committees,  who  should  report  the  results  of  their  researches 
at  the  ensuing  annual  meeting,  when,  if  they  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
Association,  it  might  direct  their  publication.  Participation  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  such  a  gathering  of  their  brethren,  would  prove  a  powerful  incentive 
to  many  pharmaceutists,  whose  tastes  lead  them  into  scientific  paths,  to 
cultivate  their  talents  by  the  pursuit  of  investigations  fraught  with  useful- 
ness to  their  profession  at  home,  and  with  honor  to  it  abroad. 

And  lastly,  whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  action  of  the  Convention  in 
relation  to  the  subjects  brought  forward  in  this  report,  we  would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  a  full  digest  of  its  proceedings  be  directed  to  be  published 
and  largely  circulated  among  the  pharmaceutists  of  the  United  States  as 
calculated  to  do  much  good. 

Signed,  William  Procter,  Jr.  ^ 

Samuel  M.  Colcord,      \  Comm  i 
Geo.  D.  Coggeshall.      j 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coggeshall,  it  was  resolved  to  appoint  a  Busi- 
ness Committee  to  consider  the  report  just  read,  and  to  propose 
subjects  for  the  consideration  of  the  Convention  as  they  may  deem 
expedient,  and  report  to  the  next  sitting. 

The  President  appointed  William  Procter,  Jr.,  Joseph  Burnett, 
Alexander  Duval,  Dr.  David  Stewart,  Charles  A.  Smith,  and 
L.  S.  Haskell. 

On*  motion  of  Mr.  Burnett,  Henry  F.  Fish  and  George  D. 
Coggeshall  were  added  to  the  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Procter  it  was  resolved,  that  when  the 
Convention  adjourns,  it  shall  adjourn  to  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Procter  it  was  resolved,  that  all  pharma- 
ceutists who  feel  an  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Conven- 
tion be  invited  to  attend  its  deliberations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coggeshall  it  was  resolved,  that  an  invitation 
be  tendered  to  Professors  George  B.  Wood,  M.  D.,  Franklin 
Bache,  M.  D.,  Joseph  Carson,  M.  D.,  and  to  the  Professors  of 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  to  attend  the  sittings  of 
this  Convention. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned. 

Second  Sitting,  Oct.  1th,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
President  in  the  Chair. 
The  roll  was  called  and  most  of  the  delegates  appeared  in  their 

seats. 
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The  minutes  of  the  last  sitting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Business  Committee  reported  a  draft  of  a  Constitution  in 
which  they  were  united,  except  on  the  proposed  second  section,  of 
which  two  drafts  were  presented,  upon  which  the  Committee  were 
nearly  equally  divided,  which  was  read.  The  Committee  also  re- 
ported the  draft  of  a  proposed  Code  of  Ethics,  which  was  read  at 
this  time,  as  connected  with  the  consideration  of  one  of  the 
drafts  of  the  second  section  of  the  proposed  Constitution. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  here  reported  in  favor  of  J.  B. 
H.  Campbell,  of  Cumberland,  Maryland,  and  Chas.  A.  Heiuitsh, 
of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  having  sea.ts  in  the  Convention, 
which  was  on  motion  adopted,  and  the  gentlemen  introduced. 

Professor  Bridges,  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  in- 
vited by  the  resolution  of  yesterday,  was  also  introduced. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  Constitution  by 
sections,  postponing  the  consideration  of  the  preamble,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Colcord,  until  after  the  consideration  of  the  Code  of  Ethics. 

The  first  section,  rehitive  to  the  name  of  the  Association,  was 
read  and  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  two  drafts  of  the  second  section  were  then  read,  as  follows : 

(1st  draft.)  "  Section  II.  The  members  of  this  Association  shall 
consist,  firstly,  of  delegates  from  regularly  organized  Colleges  and 
Societies  of  Pharmacy  within  the  United  States;  secondly,  of  dele- 
gates from  the  apothecaries  and  druggists  of  cities  and  towns 
where  no  organization  exists,  each  of  such  delegates  representing 
and  presenting  credentials  signed  by  ten  constituents ;  and  thirdly, 
of  isolated  pharmaceutists,  residing  in  places  where  the  number 
of  apothecaries  is  too  small  to  send  a  representative  by  right,  who 
shall  be  admitted  to  the  meetings  of  the  Association  and  partici- 
pate in  its  transactions,  provided  they  are  introduced  at  the  meet- 
ings by  the  Committee  on  Credentials." 

(2d  draft.)  "  Section  II.  All  pharmaceutists  and  druggists  who 
shall  have  attained  the  age  of  21  years,  whose  character  morally 
and  professionally  is  fair,  and  who,  after  duly  considering  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  Constitution  and  Code  of  Ethics  of  this  Associa- 
tion, are  willing  to  subscribe  to  them,  shall  be  eligible  for  mem- 
bership. 

"  The  members  shall  consist  of  Delegates  from  Colleges  of 
Pharmacy  and  Pharmaceutical  Societies,  who  shall  present  pro- 
perly authorized  credentials,  and  of  other  reputable  pharma- 
ceutists feeling  an  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Association  who 
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may  not  be  so  delegated,  the  latter  being  required  to  present  a 
certificate  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  delegates  from  the  places 
whence  they  came.  If  no  such  delegates  are  present  at  the 
meeting,  they  may,  on  obtaining  the  certificates  of  any  three 
members  of  the  Association,  be  admitted." 

An  animated  debate  ensued  on  the  above  drafts  of  the  second 
section ;  one  part  of  the  members  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
members  of  the  proposed  association  should  come  from  organized 
societies  as  far  as  practicable,  and  that  a  representative  basis 
should  be  aimed  at,  even  for  places  where  no  organization  exists, 
by  requiring  every  member  from  such  places  to  bring  credentials 
from  the  practicing  apothecaries.  This  would  enable  every  sec- 
tion of  the  profession  desiring  to  do  so  to  have  a  voice  in  the 
National  Association,  and  by  bringing  them  together  would  prac- 
tically suggest  the  idea  of  organizing  themselves  into  permanent 
local  societies.  They  argued  that  any  instances  of  isolated  phar- 
maceutists desiring  to  take  part  in  the  meetings  from  interest  in 
their  objects,  would  be  met  by  the  latter  clause,  by  which  such  gen- 
tlemen could  gain  admittance  by  courtesy  through  the  Credential 
Committee.  They  further  argued,  that  if  the  door  was  thrown 
open  as  widely  as  suggested  in  the  second  draft,  the  action  of  the 
Association  could  be  influenced  by  the  ingress  of  members  from 
large  cities,  who  might  be  wholly  disconnected  with  the  Societies 
in  those  cities,  and  inimical  to  them.  They  thought  that  by  ad- 
hering to  the  representative  basis.  Societies  in  cities,  by  extend- 
ing their  connections  through  small  towns  by  means  of  associate 
members,  would  be  enabled  to  extend  their  usefulness,  and  by 
authorizing  said  associates,  as  delegates,  a  larger  surface  of  the 
profession  could  be  represented ;  besides,  by  thus  giving  the  right 
of  membership  to  the  members  of  organized  bodies,  it  would  be 
an  inducement  for  apothecaries  to  form  associations. 

The  other  part  of  the  members  advocated  the  second  draft,  or 
something  equivalent.  They  believed,  in  the  present  condition  of 
Pharmacy  in  the  United  States,  that  a  liberal  basis  should  be 
adopted.  Their  faith  in  the  good  intentions  of  the  mass  of  the 
apothecaries  and  druggists  was  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  throw 
open  the  doors  and  let  all  enter  who  could  bring  certificates  of 
their  good  standing  at  home,  and  who  were  willing  to  sign  the 
Constitution  and  Code  of  Ethics,  after  having  carefully  considered 
them.  They  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  second  section  of  the 
first  draft  would  cut  off  all  the  apothecaries  from  cities  where  col- 
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leges  or  societies  exist,  except  the  few  delegates  appointed  by 
the  societies,  many  of  whom  would  naturally  desire  to  participate. 
They  viewed  the  delegations  from  colleges  as  present  in  a  two-fold 
capacity:  1st,  as  representatives  of  the  interests  of  their  institu- 
tions in  any  movements  of  the  National  Association  affecting 
them  ;  and  2d,  as  members  of  that  Association  in  their  individual 
capacity,  looking  to  the  general  interests  of  the  pharmaceutical 
profession.  They  therefore  considered  that  the  Association  should 
be  independent  of  all  local  bodies  at  the  same  time  that  the  latter, 
through  their  delegates,  could  act  in  and  with  the  Association  if 
they  desired.  They  believed  if  the  liberal  view  was  adopted,  that 
even  gentlemen  of  the  opposite  opinion  would  find  that  too  few 
instead  of  too  many  would  avail  themselves  of  the  opening. 

The  second  draft,  after  being  amended  by  the  addition  to  the 
final  paragraph  of  the  words  "provided  they  are  introduced  by 
the  Committee  on  Credentials,"  was  finally  adopted. 

The  first  section,  declaring  that  the  proposed  National  Society 
should  be  called  "  The  American  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion," was  then  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  other  sections  of  the  Constitution,  as  far  as  reported,  in 
reference  to  the  officers  and  the  meetings,  &c.,  were  then  con- 
sidered in  order,  and,  after  some  verbal  alterations,  adopted. 
[See  Appendix,  A.) 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  Code  of  Ethics 
article  by  article,  which  was  adopted  without  amendment,  and 
laid  on  the  table  to  await  the  final  action  on  the  preamble  and 
constitution.   [See  Appendix,  B.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Procter,  the  Convention  adjourned  to  four 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

Third  Sitting,  October  1th,  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

President  in  the  Chair. 

On  the  roll  being  called,  the  delegates  generally  were  present, 
and  subsequently  Prof.  Carson,  invited  by  the  resolution  of  yes- 
terday, was  introduced. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  sitting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  President  informed  the  Convention  that  the  Business  Com- 
mittee not  being  ready  to  report,  it  was  understood  that  Dr.  Stew- 
art, Examiner  of  Drugs,  &c.,  at  the  port  of  Baltimore,  had  some 
statements  to  offer  in  regard  to  the  working  of  the  drug  law  at 
that  port,  and  the  Convention  assenting,  requested  him  to  proceed. 
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Dr.  Stewart  stated  that  as  there  had  been  some  difference  of 
opinion  among  the  Drug  Examiners  as  to  the  intention  of  the  law 
in  certain  cases,  he  desired  the  opinion  of  the  Convention  regard- 
ing the  inferior  class  of  Cinchona  barks  that  come  from  Mara- 
caibo,  Carthagena,  &c.,  and  other  articles  about  which  there  is 
difference  of  opinion  among  druggists.  In  illustration  of  the  dif- 
ficulties of  the  subject,  he  remarked  that  one  invoice  of  bark,  that 
in  a  commercial  point  of  view  was  not  esteemed,  and  which  came 
invoiced  at  10  cents  per  pound,  had  yielded  on  analysis  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  of  cinchonia,  whilst  Loxa  bark,  invoiced  at  30  cents 
per  pound,  had  afforded  but  a  fraction  of  one  per  cent.  He  con- 
sidered the  admission  of  the  barks  in  question  as  quite  different 
from  deteriorated  or  adulterated  drugs,  inasmuch  as  they  pos- 
sessed a  range  of  power  which,  though  inferior  to  the  best  Pe- 
ruvian barks,  was  yet  useful,  and  capable  of  application  in  medi- 
cine.    He  therefore  offered  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  that  all 
varieties  of  drugs,  that  are  good  of  their  kind,  should  be  admit- 
ted by  the  special  examiners  of  drugs  and  medicines." 

Pending  the  consideration  of  this  resolution,  Mr.  Coggeshall 
informed  the  Convention  that  Dr.  Bailey,  the  Special  Examiner 
of  drugs  for  the  port  of  New  York,  had  furnished,  at  his  request, 
a  report  on  the  character  of  imported  drugs  coming  under  his 
supervision,  and  on  the  general  working  of  the  law,  which,  by 
request,  was  read.  {See  Appendix,  C.) 

A  similar  report  from  Mr.  Edward  Hamilton,  late  Drug  Ex- 
aminer at  the  port  of  Boston,  communicated  to  Mr.  S.  M.  Col- 
cord,  at  his  request,  with  a  view  to  its  being  presented  to  this 
Convention,  was  also  read.   [See  Appendix,  D.) 

Dr.  Stewart  then  opened  the  debate  on  the  subject,  arguing 
that  drugs,  of  whatever  virtue  or  variety,  so  that  they  are  good 
of  their  kind,  should  be  admitted. 

In  reference  to  Barks  he  could  say,  that  perhaps  a  larger  amount 
of  the  varieties  of  that  drnig  came  into  the  port  of  Baltimore  than 
any  other.  That  the  merchants  in  that  trade  were  so  desirous  of 
getting  the  best  kinds,  that  it  was  quite  usual  for  them  to  import 
specimens  by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  have  them  examined  before 
ordering  their  invoices,  in  order  to  see  if  they  would  pass  the 
Custom  House  inspector.  That  he  had  (as  Examiner  at  that  port) 
chemically  examined  a  large  number  of  samples  of  the  barks,  both 
Peruvian  and  Carthagena,  and  that  the  latter  had  invariably  con- 
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tained  more  or  less  of  the  alkaloids,  and  were  generally  of  good 
quality  of  their  kind. 

He  therefore  considered  the  fact  that  a  drug  is  or  may  be 
used  as  an  adulteration  for  other  drugs,  should  not  exclude  it,  if 
it  is  used  to  any  extent  on  its  own  merits.  In  illustration,  Dr. 
Stewart  remarked  that  the  Examiner  might  go  on  a  vessel  and 
observe,  side  by  side,  two  casks  of  oil,  consigned  to  the  same  indi- 
vidual, one  invoiced  "cod-liver  oil,"  and  the  other  "sperm  oil." 
On  examination  he  finds  that  they  are  what  they  purport  to  be ; 
the  suspicion  would  arise  very  naturally  that  the  latter  was  to  be 
used  for  adulterating  the  former,  yet  should  sperm  oil  be  ex- 
cluded because  certain  parties  use  it  as  an  adulteration  ?  He 
thought  not ;  and  on  the  same  grounds  he  considered  that  the 
inferior  varieties  of  barks  and  of  rhubarb  should  be  admitted, 
although  some  persons  may  use  them  for  adulteration. 

At  the  request  of  the  President,  Professor  Carson,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  addressed  the  Convention  on  the  subject 
before  it.  He  coincided  generally  with  the  views  of  Dr.  Stewart, 
as  regarded  the  value  of  the  barks  in  question.  He  expressed 
the  opinion  that  numerous  varieties  of  the  so-called  Carthagena 
and  Maracaibo  barks  possessed  decided  medicinal  virtue,  that 
several  kinds  of  Eui'opean  rhubarb  were  of  much  value  in  medi- 
cine, especially  in  times  when  the  officinal  varieties  are  scarce, 
and  that  these  drugs  should  all  be  admitted  when  not  deterio- 
rated or  adulterated. 

Mr.  Haskell,  of  New  York,  advocated  the  same  views,  more 
especially  as  related  to  English  rhubarb,  bringing  forward  the 
testimony  of  Dr.  Pereira,  to  the  effect  that  some  specimens  of 
Banbury  rhubarb  Avere  almost,  if  not  fully,  equal  to  the  Chinese 
drug,  and  even  of  rather  higher  price.  He  also  stated  that  a 
large  demand  existed  in  this  country  for  yellow  Carthagena  barks ; 
that  the  house  of  which  he  was  a  member  sold  large  quantities 
in  powder,  and  that  the  parties  purchasing  it  did  so  knowing  its 
origin.  He  was  not  aware  of  the  use'to  which  it  was  put,  but 
presumed  that  it  was  employed  legitimately. 

Mr.  Fish,  of  Connecticut,  stated  that,  through  the  part  of  New 
England  that  he  represented,  considerable  quantities  of  the 
barks  in  question  were  used  legitimately  as  a  tonic ;  and  that  no 
instance  of  their  being  used  as  an  adulteration  of  the  Peruvian 
barks  had  come  to  his  knowledge. 
•   Mr.  Coggeshall,  on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  called  the 
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attention  of  the  Convention  to  the  item  in  Dr.  Bailey's  report, 
showing  that  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  these  barks  had 
been  rejected  at  the  port  of  New  York  in  about  two  years  and  a 
half.  He  argued  that  this  bark  was  not  consumed  there — that 
it  was  not  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  alkaloids — that  the 
allegation  that  it  was  used  for  making  tooth  powders  would 
hardly  account  for  the  great  consumption  of  it,  and  the  question 
naturally  arose,  for  what  purpose  was  it  imported  ?  Mr,  Oogge- 
shall  believed  that  it  was  used  extensively  to  grind  with  the  Pe- 
ruvian barks  as  an  adulteration,  to  make  an  inferior  extract,  which 
could  be  done  cheaply  and  profitably,  and  which  was  largely  sold 
as  an  officinal  preparation — that  many  of  the  persons  who  came 
to  our  cities  to  buy  drugs,  were  not  able  to  judge  of  their  purity, 
and  bought  them  without  asking  any  questions,  save  as  regarded 
price;  and  so  convinced  was" he  of  the  application  of  these  false 
barks  to  these  false  purposes,  that  as  a  protective  measure,  in 
his  opinion,  they  should  be  excluded.  And  also  in  regard  to 
English  and  other  European  rhubarb,  that  the  argument  of  Pro- 
fessor Carson  would  not  hold  good,  while  the  markets  were  so 
well  supplied  with  the  Russian  and  Chinese  varieties,  to  which 
the  Banbury,  regarded  as  the  best  of  the  European,  was  so  very 
inferior.  Entirely  independent  of  this  argument,  however,  Mr. 
Coggeshall  considered  that  European  rhubarb  should  be  excluded, 
because  of  its  peculiar  adaptation  and  general  use  as  an  adulte- 
ration, owing  to  its  fine  color,  which  enables  the  adulterator  to 
improve  the  appearance  of  the  inferior  Chinese  variety,  and  to 
mix  it  with  the  Russian  article  in  powder  without  depreciating 
its  appearance,  or,  as  it  is  done  to  a  great  extent,  substitute  it 
entirely  for  the  true  article. 

Mr.  Colcord,  of  Boston,  advocated  the  latter  view,  and  hoped 
that  the  resolution  would  not  pass. 

Other  members  of  the  Convention  joined  in  the  debate,  after 
which  the  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution  of  Dr.  Stewart, 
and  it  was  lost. 

As  the  importance  of  the  subject  introduced  by  Dr.  Stewart 
was  fully  appreciated  by  the  Convention,  at  the  same  time  that 
no  direct  course  of  action  seemed  proper  for  it  to  pursue,  the 
following  resolution  was  ofiered  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cincinnati,  viz  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  whole  subject  of  the  inspection  of  drugs 
shall  be  referred  to  a  Committee,  who  shall  be  instructed  to  con- 
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fer  with  the  Examiners,  and  endeavor  to  arrive  at  some  prac- 
ticable means  of  fixing  standards  for  imported  drugs." 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  Mr.  Taylor  of 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Meakim,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Burnett,  of 
Boston,  were  appointed  by  the  President  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Procter,  Dr.  Stewart  of  Baltimore  was  ad- 
ded to  the  Committee. 

The  Business  Committee  having  signified  their  readiness  to 
make  a  further  report,  the  following  resolutions  pertaining  to  the 
subject  just  under  consideration  were  read  : 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  the  law 
against  the  importation  of  adulterated  drugs,  chemicals  and  me- 
dicinal preparations,  has  already  effected  much  good  by  exclud- 
ing large  quantities  of  inferior  drugs  from  the  market. 

"  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  usefulness  of  this  law  will 
be  proportioned  to  the  ability  and  conscientious  discharge  of 
duty  of  the  Examiners,  that  this  Convention  shall  respectfully 
and  urgently  represent  to  the  appointing  power  the  cardinal 
importance  of  preventing  the  removal  of  qualified  Examiners  on 
mere  political  grounds." 

On  the  question  being  taken,  they  were  unanimously  adopted. 
The  Business   Committee  reported  the  following  resolution 
relative  to  the  sale  of  poisons,  which  was  read : 

"Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  the  indiscriminate  sale  of  poi- 
sons as  now  conducted  by  apothecaries,  druggists  and  others,  as 
regards  the  practicability  of  effecting  some  useful  reform  in  the 
present  state  of  the  traffic,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four 
members  to  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting." 

After  some  discussion  as  to  what  constituted  a  poison  in  the 
meaning  of  the  resolution,  it  was  adopted,  and  the  following  gen- 
tlemen were  appointed  by  the  President  to  carry  it  into  effect : 
Mr.  Proctor,  of  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Philbrick,  of  Boston,  Mr.  Du- 
val, of  Richmond,  and  Mr.  Coggeshall,  of  New  York. 

The  following  additions  to  the  Constitution  were  then  brought 
forward  by  the  Business  Committee  and  acted  on  separately : 

To  Section  2d.  "All  persons  who  become  members  of  this 
association  shall  be  considered  as  permanent  members,  but  may 
be  expelled  for  improper  conduct  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  at  any  annual  meeting. 

"  Every  member  in  attendance  at  the  Annual  Meeting  shall 
pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  the  sum  of  two  dollars  as 
his  yearly  contribution. 
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"  Section  V.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  by 
a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  present  at  any  regular 
meeting,  and  notice  to  alter  or  amend  the  same  shall  be  given 
at  least  one  sitting  before  a  vote  thereupon." 

They  were  adopted  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

The  following  resolution  was  brought  forward  by  the  Business 
Committee  and  read : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  members  be  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  whole  subject  of  secret  or  quack 
medicines,  and  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  the  result  of 
their  deliberations,  whether  any  course  can  be  suggested  by  which 
the  Association  may  act  efficiently  in  abating  this  great  evil." 

After  some  discussion,  in  which  the  difficulties  that  opposed  all 
eflforts  in  reference  to  this  subject  were  stated,  the  question  was 
taken  and  carried ;  and  the  President  appointed  Charles  A. 
Smith,  of  Cincinnati,  and  Henry  F.  Fish,  of  Waterbury,  Con- 
necticut ;  when  on  motion  of  Mr.  Procter,  the  President  of  the 
Convention  was  unanimously  requested  to  act  as  Chairman. 

The  following  declaration  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Convention, 
brought  forward  by  the  Business  Committee  was  then  read  and 
adopted : 

"  The  subject  of  pharmaceutical  education  being  considered  of 
paramount  importance  by  this  Convention,  and  having  been  de- 
liberated upon  by  its  Committee,  the  following  resolutions  have 
been  adopted,  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  Convention  in  refer- 
ence to  this  important  subject. 

It  is  resolved, 

1st,  That  this  Convention  earnestly  recommends  to  the  prac- 
tising apothecaries  in  all  sections  of  the  United  States,  in  places 
where  they  are  sufficiently  numerous,  that  they  should  organize 
themselves  into  societies,  for  mutual  improvement  as  pharma- 
ceutists, for  the  encouragement  of  Pharmaceutical  literature  by 
the  formation  of  libraries,  and  for  the  adoption  of  rules  of  conduct 
calculated  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  profession  among  them. 

2.  That  as  schools  of  Pharmacy  are  the  most  effectual  aids  to 
the  student,  this  Convention  respectfully  recommends  to  Phar- 
maceutists in  all  cities  where  they  are  numerous,  to  take  measures 
for  the  establishment  of  such  institutions,  as  powerful  means  of 
improving  the  education  of  their  assistants  and  apprentices,  and 
thus  benefitting  themselves  and  the  public. 

3.  That  this  Convention  also  recommends  that  more  attention 
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should  be  given  by  proprietors  to  the  claims  of  their  apprentices 
or  assistants,  who  are  in  course  of  study,  as  regards  the  facilities 
for  learning,  and  the  tuition  which  of  right  should  proceed  from 
them,  [the  proprietors]  in  the  absence  of  schools  of  Pharmacy ; 
especially  in  the  provision  of  the  best  books  of  reference  on  the 
several  subjects  that  claim  the  attention  of  students  of  pharmacy. 
4.  And,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  it  is  desirable 
that  apothecaries  should  be  more  generally  careful  in  taking  pu- 
pils or  apprentices,  in  reference  to  their  fitness  as  regards,  natu- 
ral endowments  and  preliminary  education,  believing  that  many 
persons  who  are  now  engaged  in  Pharmacy  and  unfitted  for  its  du- 
ties, might  thus  have  been  prevented  from  misapplying  their  time 
and  abilities  in  a  profession  for  which  they  are  not  calculated." 
The  preamble  of  the  Constitution  was  then  read  and  adopted. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Procter,  it  was  resolved  to  proceed  to  the 
election  of  a  Treasurer  and  Executive  Committee. 

Messrs.  Bache  and  Taylor  were  appointed  tellers,  who  re- 
ported that  Alfred  B.  Taylor  was  elected  Treasurer,  and  William 
Procter,  Jr.,  George  D.  Coggeshall  and  Joseph  Burnett  as  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  Burnett,  of  Boston,  said  that  he  was  instructed  by  resolu- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy  to  express  the 
desire  of  that  body,  that  the  Convention  would  meet  next  in 
their  city. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stewart  it  was  resolved,  that  when  this  Con- 
vention finally  adjourns  it  will  accept  the  invitation  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts College  of  Pharmacy,  and  adjourn  to  meet,  as  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  at  Boston,  on  the  fourth 
Wednesday  [24th]  of  August,  1853. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  then  adjourned  to  9  o'clock,  A.  M., 
to-morrow. 

Fourth  Sitting — October  Sth,  1850,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 
President  in  the  Chair. 

The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
The  Business  Committee  proposed  the  following  addition  to 
the  fourth  section  of  the  Constitution,  which  was  read : 

"  Section  IV.,  article  3d.  Immediately  after  the  temporary 
organization  of  the  Association,  the  roll  shall  be  called,  when  a 
committee  on  credentials  shall  be  appointed  from  the  members 
present,  to  whom  the  certificates  of  delegates  shall  be  submitted. 
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and  who  shall  examine  the  claims  of  all  other  applicants  for 
membership  before  they  are  submitted  to  the  Association." 

It  was  adopted. 

They  also  proposed  the  following  addition  to  Section  2d  : 

"  Every  local  Pharmaceutical  Association  shall  be  entitled  to 
send  five  delegates." 

After  some  discussion  as  to  the  propriety  of  limiting  the 
number  at  all,  or  if  so,  of  making  it  in  the  ratio  of  the  number 
of  members,  it  was  adopted  as  proposed. 

The  preamble  of  the  Constitution  was  then  taken  up  and,  after 
a  mere  verbal  alteration,  was  adopted,  and  the  Constitution  thus 
completed. 

Mr.  Edward  Parrish,  of  Philadelphia,  offered  the  following 
resolution  and  queries,  which  were  read  and,  after  some  verbal 
amendment,  were  adopted,  viz.  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to 
obtain,  through  the  several  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  and  Pharma- 
ceutical Associations,  previous  to  our  next  annual  meeting, 
answers  to  the  following  questions  as  far  as  expedient  : 

"  1st.  How  many  Apothecaries  and  Druggists  are  there  in 
each  of  the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  United  States  ? 

"  2d.  What  organizations  exist  in  the  several  States,  and  what 
is  the  number  of  their  members  as  compared  with  the  number  of 
druggists  and  apothecaries  in  the  localities  which  they  include  ? 

"  3d.  How  far  is  the  business  of  dispensing  medicines  sepa- 
rated from  the  office  of  prescribing  ? 

"  4th.  Have  you  any  information  in  regard  to  the  practice  of 
our  art,  and  the  professional  character  of  its  practitioners,  in 
different  localities,  likely  to  be  of  advantage  to  the  Association 
in  promoting  the  objects  it  has  in  view  ? 

"  5th.  Are  there  any  State  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  profession  of  Pharmacy,  for  the  suppressing  of 
empyricism,  or  in  reference  to  the  sale  of  poisons  ?" 

Mr.  C.  A.  Smith,  of  Cincinnati  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  and  adopted  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  presented 
'to  the  President  and  Secretary,  for  the  able  manner  in  which 
they  have  performed  the  duties  of  their  offices,  and  also  to  the 
Philadelphia  College  of 'Pharmacy,  for  the  hospitality  extended 
towards  us." 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Parrish,  it  was  voted,  that  the  officers  of 
this  Convention,  not  specially  elected  under  the  Constitution,  be 
considered  the  officers  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion until  the  election  at  the  meeting  of  next  year — when  the 
Convention  finally  adjourned. 

George  D.  Coggeshall, 

Recording  Secretary. 


APPENDIX. 

A. 

CONSTITUTION    OP    THE   AMERICAN    PHARMACEUTICAL   ASSOCIATION. 

Whereas^  The  advancement  of  pbarmaceutical  knowledge  and  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  professional  character  of  apothecaries  and  druggists  throughout 
the  United  States  are  objects  that  are  dear  to  us  in  common  with  all  well 
disposed  pharmaceutists  ;  and  whereas,  a  large  portion  of  those  in  whose 
hands  the  practice  of  pharmacy  now  exists,  are  not  properly  qualified  for 
the  responsible  oiSces  it  involves,  chiefly  by  reason  of  the  many  difficulties 
that  impede  the  acquirement  of  a  correct  knowledge  of  their  business  ; — 

Therefore,  We,  the  members  of  a  Convention  now  met  at  Philudelphia, 
composed  of  apothecaries  and  druggists  from  different  sections  of  the 
Union,  and  from  all  the  Colleges  and  Societies  therein  existing,  with  the 
object  of  deliberating  on  the  condition  of  our  profession,  do  hereby  resolve 
and  constitute  ourselves  into  a  permanent  association,  to  meet  annually 
at  such  times  and  places  as  may  hereafter  be  determined,  for  more  effec- 
tually accomplishing  the  objects  for  which  we  are  now  assembled ;  and  do 
now  adopt  the  following 

CONSTITUTION. 
Section  I. 

This  association  shall  be  called  "  The  American  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation." 

Section  II.     Of  the  Members. 

Article  I,  All  pharmaceutists  and  druggists  who  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  whose  character,  morally  and  professionally, 
is  fair,  and  who,  after  duly  considering  the  obligations  of  the  Constitution 
and  Code  of  Ethics  of  this  Association,  are  willing  to  subscribe  to  them, 
shall  be  eligible  for  membership. 

Article  II.  The  members  shall  consist  of  delegates  from  regularly 
constituted  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  and  Pharmaceutical  Societies,  who  shall 
present  properly  authorized  credentials,  and  of  other  reputable  Pharma. 
ceutists  feeling  an  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Association,  who  may  not 
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be  so  delegated,  the  latter  being  required  to  present  a  certificate  signed  by 
a  majority  of  the  delegates  from  the  places  whence  they  come.  If  no  such 
delegates  are  present  at  the  Association,  they  may,  on  obtaining  the  cer- 
tificates of  any  three  members  of  the  Association,  be  admitted,  provided 
they  be  introduced  by  the  committee  on  credentials. 

Article  III.  All  persons  who  become  members  of  this  Association  shall 
be  considered  as  permanent  members,  but  may  be  expelled  for  improper 
conduct  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  any  annual 
meeting. 

Articlr  IV.  Every  member  in  attendance  at  the  annual  meetings 
shall  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  the  sum  of  two  dollars  as  hia 
yearly  contribution. 

Article  V.  Every  local  Pharmaceutical  Association  shall  be  entitled 
to  five  delegates. 

Section  III.      Of  the  Officers. 

The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  be  a  President,  three  Vice  Presi 
dents,  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and 
an  Executive  Committee  of  three,  which  may  include  any  of  the  members 
except  the  President,  all  of  whom  shall  be  elected  annually. 

Article  I,  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings  and  preserve 
order.  He  shall  nominate  all  committees,  except  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  direct  a  resort  to  balloting  or  other  means.  He  shall  sign  all  cer- 
tificates of  membership,  approve  of  all  foreign  correspondence,  and  counter- 
sign all  orders  on  the  Treasurer  drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee.  And 
he  shall  at  least  three  months  previously  to  the  annual  meeting  publish  a 
ca'U  in  all  the  pharmaceutical  and  in  such  medical  and  other  Journals  as 
he  may  select,  stating  therein  the  objects  of  the  Association,  and  the  con- 
ditions of  membership. 

Article  II.  In  case  of  the  temporary  absence,  or  inability  of  the 
President,  his  duties  shall  devolve  on  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents. 

Article  III,  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  fair  and  correct 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association.  He  shall  keep  a  roll  book 
of  the  members,  and  see  that  it  is  corrected  annually,  and  he  shall  furnish 
to  the  Executive  Committee  a  correct  transcript  of  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting  for  publication  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Association. 

Article  IV.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  attend  to  the  ofiicial 
correspondence  directed  by  the  Association  with  other  bodies,  or  with  its 
members,  all  of  which  correspondence  shall  be  approved  by  the  President. 

Article  V.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  take  care  of  the  funds  of 
the  Association ;  shall  pay  its  money  only  on  the  order  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  countersigned  by  the  President ;  and  shall  present  a  statement 
of  his  accounts  annually,  that  they  may  be  audited. 

Article  VI.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  take  charge  of  the  publi- 
cation of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association,  including  such  papers  on  scien- 
tific subjects  as  it  may  direct  to  be  published  ;  attend  to  their  distribution; 
pay  the  expenses  incurred  on  behalf  of  the  Association  at  its  meetings  or  in 
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the  interim,  and  report  a  statement  of  their  transactions  to  the  next 
meeting. 

Section  IV.     Of  the  Meetings. 

Article  I.  The  meetings  shall  be  held  annually,  at  such  time  and  place 
as  shall  be  determined  at  the  adjournment  of  the  previous  meeting,  observ- 
ing that  no  two  meetings  shall  be  held  consecutively  at  the  same  place. 

Article  II.  The  meetings  shall  be  organized  by  the  President  of  the 
previous  year,  or,  in  his  absence,  by  either  of  the  Vice  Presidents  in  the 
order  of  their  election,  or,  in  their  absence,  by  the  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  act  pro  tempore  until  the  nomination  and  election  of  officers  for  the 
session. 

Article  III.  Immediately  after  the  temporary  organization  of  the  Asso- 
ciation the  roll  shall  be  called,  when  a  committee  on  credentials  shall  be 
appointed  from  the  7nembers  present,  to  whom  the  certificates  of  delegates 
shall  be  submitted,  and  who  shall  examine  the  claims  of  all  other  applicants 
for  membership  before  they  are  submitted  to  the  Association. 

Section  V. 

This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths 
of  the  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting,  and  notice  to  alter  or 
amend  the  same  shall  be  given  at  least  one  sitting  before  a  vote  there- 
upon. 


CODE  OF    ETHICS  OP  THE   AMERICAN    PHARMACEUTICAL   ASSOCIATION. 

The  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  composed  of  Pharmaceutists 
and  Druggists  throughout  the  United  States,  feeling  a  strong  interest  in 
the  success  and  advancement  of  their  profession  in  its  practical  and  scien- 
tific relations,  and  also  impressed  with  the  belief  that  no  amount  of  know- 
ledge and  skill  will  protect  themselves  and  the  public  from  the  ill  effects 
of  an  undue  competition,  and  the  temptations  to  gain  at  the  expense  of 
quality,  unless  they  are  upheld  by  high  moral  obligations  in  the  path  of 
duty,  have  subscribed  to  the  following  Code  of  Ethics  for  the  government 
of  their  professional  conduct. 

Art.  I.  As  the  practice  of  pharmacy  can  only  become  uniform  by  aa. 
open  and  candid  intercourse  being  kept  up  between  apothecaries  and  drug- 
gists among  themselves  and  each  other,  by  the  adoption  of  the  National 
Pharmacopoeia  as  a  guide  in  the  preparation  of  officinal  medicines,  by  the 
discontinuance  of  secret  formulae  and  the  practices  arising  from  a  quackish 
spirit,  and  by  an  encouragement  of  that  esjyrii  du  corps  which  will  prevent 
a  resort  to  those  disreputable  practices  arising  out  of  an  injurious  and 
wicked  competition  ; — Therefore,  the  members  of  this  Association  agree  to 
uphold  the  use  of  the  Pharmacopccia  in  their  practice  ;  to  cultivate  brotherly 
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feeling  among  the  members,  and  to  discountenance  quackery  and  dishonor- 
able competition  in  their  business. 

Art.  II.  As  labor  should  have  its  just  reward,  and  as  the  skill,  know- 
ledge and  responsibility  required  in  the  practice  of  pharmacy  are  great, 
the  remuneration  of  the  pharmaceutist's  services  should  be  proportioned 
to  these,  rather  than  to  the  market  value  of  the  preparations  vended. 
The  rate  of  charges  will  necessarily  vary  with  geographical  position, 
municipal  location,  aq^  other  circumstances  of  a  permanent  character, 
but  a  resort  to  intentional  and  unnecessary  reduction  in  the  rate  of  charges 
among  apothecaries,  with  a  view  to  gaining  at  the  expense  of  their  brethren, 
is  strongly  discountenanced  by  this  Association  as  productive  of  evil 
results. 

Art.  hi.  The  first  duty  of  the  apothecary,  after  duly  preparing  him- 
self for  his  profession,  being  to  procure  good  drugs  and  preparations, 
(for  without  these  his  skill  and  knowledge  are  of  small  avail,)  he  fre- 
quently has  to  rely  on  the  good  faith  of  the  druggist  for  their  selection. 
Those  druggists  whose  knowledge,  skill  and  integrity  enable  them  to  con- 
duct their  business  faithfully,  should  be  encouraged,  rather  than  those 
who  base  their  claims  of  patronage  on  the  cheapness  of  their  articles 
solely.  When  accidentally  or  otherwise,  a  deteriorated  or  adulterated  drug 
or  medicine  is  sent  to  the  apothecary,  he  should  invariably  return  it  to  the 
druggist,  with  a  statement  of  its  defects.  What  is  too  frequently  considered 
as  a  mere  error  of  trade  on  the  part  of  the  druggist,  becomes  a  highly 
culpable  act  when  countenanced  by  the  apothecary;  hence,  when  repe- 
titions of  such  frauds  occur,  they  should  be  exposed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
profession.  A  careful  but  firm  pursuit  of  this  course  would  render  well- 
disposed  druggists  more  careful,  and  deter  the  fraudulently-inclined  from 
a  resort  to  their  disreputable  practices. 

Art.  IV.  As  the  practice  of  pharmacy  is  quite  distinct  from  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  and  has  been  found  to  flourish  in  proportion  as  its  prac- 
titioners have  confined  their  attention  to  its  requirements  ;  and  as  the 
conduction  of  the  business  of  both  professions  by  the  same  individual  in- 
volves pecuniary  temptations  which  are  often  not  compatible  with  a  con- 
scientious discharge  of  duty;  we  consider  that  the  members  of  this  Asso- 
ciation should  discountenance  all  such  professional  amalgamation  ;  and  in 
conducting  business  at  the  counter,  should  avoid  prescribing  for  diseases 
when  practicable,  referring  applicants  for  medical  advice  to  the  physician. 
We  hold  it  as  unprofessional  and  highly  reprehensible  for  apothecaries  to 
allow  any  per  centage  or  commission  to  physicians  on  their  prescriptions, 
as  unjust  to  the  public,  and  hurtful  to  the  independence  and  self-respect 
of  both  the  parties  concerned.  We  also  consider  that  the  practice  of  some 
physicians,  (in  places  where  good  apothecaries  are  numerous,)  of  obtaining 
medicines  at  low  prices  from  the  latter,  and  selling  them  to  their  patients, 
is  not  only  unjust  and  unprofessional,  but  deserving  the  censure  of  all 
high  minded  medical  men. 

Art.  V.  The  important  influence  exerted  on  the  practice  of  pharmacy 
by  the  large  proportion  of  physicians  who  have  resigned  its  duties  and 
emoluments  to  the  apothecary,  are    reasons  why  he   should   seek  their 
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favorable  opinion  and  cultivate  their  friendship,  by  earnest  endeavors 
to  furnish  their  patients  with  pure  and  well-prepared  medicines.  As 
physicians  are  liable  to  commit  errors  in  writing  their  prescriptions, 
involving  serious  consequence  to  health  and  reputation  if  permitted  to 
leave  the  shop,  the  apothecary  should  always,  when  lie  deems  an  error  has 
been  made,  consult  the  physician  before  proceeding;  yet  in  the  delay 
which  must  necessarily  occur,  it  is  his  duty,  when  possible,  to  accomplish 
the  interview  without  compromising  the  reputation%f  the  physician.  On 
the  other  hand,  when  apothecaries  commit  errors  involving  ill  consequences, 
the  physician,  knowing  the  constant  liability  to  error,  should  feel  bound  to 
screen  them  from  undue  censure,  unless  the  result* of  a  culpable  negli- 
gence. 

Art.  VI.  As  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  our  predecessors  for  the  re- 
searches and  observations  which  have  so  far  advanced  our  scientific  art, 
we  hold  that  every  apothecary  and  druggist  is  bound  to  contribute  his  mite 
towards  the  same  fund,  by  noting  the  new  ideas  and  phenomena  which 
may  occur  in  the  course  of  his  business,  an(>  publishing  them,  when  of 
BuflScient  consequence  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession. 


c. 

New  York,  September  25,  1852. 
Mr.  George  D.  Coggbshall. 

Bear  Sir, — Your  kind  and  courteous  favor  of  the  16th  instant,  on  be- 
half of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Pharmacy, 
asking  "  information  respecting  the  character  of  imported  drugs  and  medi- 
cines coming  under  my  supervision,  and  also  information  in  reference  to 
the  general  working  and  efi'ect  of  the  drug  law  of  1848,"  has  been  before 
me  for  several  days,  waiting  such  response,  in  the  shape  of  a  full  and 
lengthy  communication  in  detail,  as  it  was  my  wish  to  furnish  ;  but  pressing 
and  increasing  official  duties  compel  me,  from  want  of  time,  (not  material,) 
to  forego  that  pleasure,  and  confine  myself  to  a  brief  statement  of  facts  and 
data,  which,  together  with  some  general  observations,  I  am  in  hopes  may, 
nevertheless,  be  found  interesting  to  your  readers. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  beneficial  eflFects  of  the  wise  sanitary  measure,  in 
the  success  of  which  we  have  all  taken  so  much  interest,  I  am  pleased  to 
say  that  the  character  and  quality  of  the  more  important  articles  of  drugs, 
medicines  and  chemical  preparations,  connected  with  medicine  at  present 
presented  for  entry  from  abroad,  is  greatly  improved,  and  of  a  fiir  higher 
standard  of  strength  and  purity  than  formerly  ;  notwithstanding,  as  will  be 
seen,  I  still  have  occasion  to  apply  the  '<  veto  power" — a  labor  of  love, 
which  must  of  necessity  be  performed,  in  order  to  arrest  the  unhallowed 
strides  of  deception  and  fraud  which  will  ever  be  practised,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  as  long  as  we  have  those  among  us,  engaged  in  any  department 
of  the  drug  trade,  who,  to  put  money  in  their  purse,  would  endanger  if  not 
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sacrifice  the  lives  of  their  fellow  men.  The  law  in  question  has  now  been 
in  operation  at  this  port  something  more  than  four  years  ;  and,  with  the 
exception  of  some  eleven  months,  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  its  ad- 
ministration have  devolved  upon  me.  On  the  21st  day  of  April,  1849,  I 
made  a  report  to  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  on  the  practical  ope- 
ration of  this  law,  and  stated  therein  the  more  important  articles  of  drugs 
and  medicines,  with  the  quantities  ann^ed,  rejected  by  me  up  to  that  date  ; 
but  as  that  report  is  doubtless  familiar  to  most  of  your  readers,  I  have  not 
deemed  it  necessary  to  repeat  them  here.  The  following  are  the  more  im- 
portant articles,  with  the  quantities  annexed,  that  I  have  since  rejected 
and  condemned  as  not  of  the  requisite  strength  and  purity  to  be  safely  and 
properly  used  for  medicinal  purposes,  viz.: — 

Senna, 31,838  lbs. 

Jalap  root, 37,121  " 

Rhubarb  do.       : 5,782  " 

Sarsaparilla, 65,374  " 

Mezereou  bark, 1,353  " 

Opium, ■        3,164  " 

Kino, 230  " 

Scammony 1,483  " 

Aloes, 12,375  " 

Squills, 1,626  " 

Spurious  Peruvian  bark, 304,135  " 

Spanish  Saffron, 360  " 

Ergot,        .        .     ■ 475  " 

Chamomile  flowers, 1,896  " 

AssafcEtida, 3,700  " 

Worm  seed, 230  " 

Colchicum  seed,        .        .        .        .   ^     .        .         .         .  2,246  " 

Valerian  root,  650  " 

Guaiacura 9,300  '.' 

Cream  of  Tartar, 7,673" 

Magnesia,  (carb.) 2,867  " 

"        (calc'd.) 1,560  " 

Althea  root 1,117  " 

Liquorice  root, 9,430  " 

Bistort  root, 140  " 

Gentian  root, 7,572  " 

do.        do.  in  powder, 430  " 

Lavender  flowers, 3,042  " 

Poppy  flowers, .        .  190  " 

Hellebore  root,  (white,) 460  " 

Pareira  Brava  root,  .         .         .  '      ,         .         .        .  730  " 

Cantharides, 1,276  " 

Creosote,  140  ozs. 

Bromine,  430  " 

Sulphate  of  Quinine, 3,200  " 

Iodine, •        .        ,        .        .  6,864  " 

Hydriodate  of  Potass.         .        .        ...        .        .        .  3,720  " 
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Making  altogether  some  five  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds,  to  say 
nothing  of  various  articles  in  small  quantities  rejected  from  time  to  time, 
which  I  have  not  considered  of  sufficient  importance  to  note  down.  This, 
together  with  the  ninety  thousand  pounds  previously  rejected,  as  stated  in 
an  early  report  above  alluded  to,  makes  some  six  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
pounds  of  various  articles  of  drugs  and  medicines  condemned  by  me  as 
unfit  for  medicinal  purposes  since  the  law  took  effect  at  this  port.  What 
articles  and  in  what  quantities  were  rejected  during  the  eleven  months 
that  I  was  absent  from  the  office,  I  am  not  advised,  neither  am  I  at  this 
time  able  to  say  what  has  been  done  under  the  requirements  of  this  act 
at  the  other  ports  of  entry,  I  hope,  however,  that  the  special  examiners 
can  give  a  good  account  of  their  stewardship,  and  that  they  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  do  so,  whenever  the  information  is  desirable  as  a  means  of  pushing 
on  the  column  of  medical  and  pharmaceutical  reform. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  aboye  statement,  that  by  far  the  largest  quantity 
of  any  one  article  rejected,  is  that  of  spurious  Peruvian  bark,  or,  as  it  is 
generally  known  in  commerce,  Carthagena  and  Maracaibo  bark  ;  and  that, 
too,  as  a  general  thing,  of  the  poorest  and  most  worthless  quality.  The 
best  of  this  bark  affords  on  analysis  only  an  exceedingly  small  per  centage 
of  quinine,  not  unfrequently  but  a  mere  trace  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it 
yields  as  high  as  two,  and  occasionally  with  choice  samples,  two  and  a  half 
percent.  oi& peculiar  alkaloid  which  has  been  named  quinidine,  in  contra- 
distinction to  quinine,  cinchonine,  and  aricine,  (the  three  alkaloids  hereto- 
fore obtained  from  the  different  varieties  of  the  cinchona  tribe  of  plants,) 
from  which  it  differs  essentially  in  several  respects. 

What  is  quinidine  medicinally  understood  ?  IIow  does  stilphale  of  quini- 
dine compare  with  sulphate  of  quinine  (from  which  it  is  very  difficult  to 
distinguish  it  by  the  naked  eye)  medicinally,  as  a  remedial  agent  in  cases 
where  the  use  of  the  latter  salt  is  particularly  indicated?  These  are  im- 
portant questions,  and  the  subject  is  one  very  properly  at  the  present  time 
calling  for  prompt,  patient  and  persevering  investigation  by  all  those  whose 
mission  it  is  to  prepare,  dispense  or  prescribe  the  most  efficient  means 
wherewith  to  combat  disease  ;  the  more  so  for  the  reason,  that  I  have  de- 
tected in  most  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine  lately  imported  from  abroad,  more 
or  less  of  this  non-officinal,  and,  (in  my  opinion)  as  compared  with  quinine, 
non- efficient  substance  yclept  quinidine  ;  a  fact  readily  accounted  for,  when 
it  is  known  that  for  the  last  year  or  two  immense  quantities  of  the  bark 
in  question,  good,  bad  and  indifferent,  have  been  exported  from  New  Grenada, 
(as  well  as  much  from  this  port  that  has  been  rejected,)  and  purchased  by 
foreign  manufacturing  chemists,  for  the  purpose,  as  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, of  mixing  it  with  the  true  bark  in  the  manufacture  to  the  sulphate  of 
quinine  ;  hence  the  hybrid  salt  now  too  frequently  presented  to  entry  ;  a 
practice  that,  if  not  speedily  abandoned,  will  ruin,  as  Hir  as  this  country  is 
concerned,  the  formerly  well  deserved  reputation  of  more  than  one  of  the 
foreign  manufacturers  of  sulphate  of  quinia  I  could  name.  The  argument 
maintained  by  some  of  them  that  the  article  is  used  in  their  hospitals  and 
found  equal  to  pure  quinine,  will  not  answer  on  this  side  of  the  water  ;  it 
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smacks  too  much  of  the  almighty  dollar,  even  as  T  must  believe  (until  fur* 
ther  advised)  at  the  expense  of  truth. 

This  comparatively  inert  substance,  quinidine,  is  readily  detected  by 
using  the  method  adopted  by  Zimmer,  and  published  in  the  March  number 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  (London,)  and,  as  I  vras  happy  to  see,  trans- 
ferred to  the  May  number  of  your  valuable  Journal.  It  is  a  test  so  perfect, 
so  scientifically  practical,  and  so  simple  withal,  that  any  one  possessing  only 
a  moderate  share  of  chemical  and  analytical  acumen  can  successfully  apply 
it,  even  though  perchance  he  may  not  be  able  to  boast  of  veearing  the 
mantle  of  the  departed  Berzelius,  or  of  having  been  a  favorite  pupil  of 
Liebig. 

The  law  went  into  operation  at  this  port  on  the  12th  day  of  July,  1848, 
and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  as  a  cause  of  gratulation  on  the  part  of  the 
early  friends  of  the  measure,  that  the  importation  of  inferior  and  worthless 
qualities  of  many  important  drugs  and  medicines,  has  since  gradually  and 
greately  decreased  in  quantity.  For  instance,  I  rejected  during  the  first 
seven  months  of  the  working  of  the  law  19,989  pounds  of  rhubarb  root; 
but  I  have  since  rejected  only  5,782  pounds,  being  but  a  fraction  over  one- 
third  of  the  quantity.  For  the  past  eighteen  months,  I  have  not  had  occa- 
sion to  rejectasingle  pound.  I  rejected  duringthe  first  nine  months  3,347 
pounds  of  opium  ;  but  have  since,  during  a  period  of  more  than  two  years 
and  a  half  of  my  administration  of  the  law,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  above 
statement,  rejected  only  3,164  pounds.  For  the  past  thirteen  months  I 
have  rejected  only  nine  liundred  and  fifty-two  pounds,  while  I  have  passed 
during  that  period  not  loss  than  70,000  pounds.  During  the  first  two 
months  of  the  operation  of  the  law,  I  rejected  1,414  pounds  of  gamboge, 
but  have  since  met  with  that  only  which  I  was  ready  to  pass  without  any 
hesitation.  During  the  first  nine  months  I  rejected  2,977  pounds  of  gum 
myrrh,  but  all  that  has  since  been  presented  to  entry  at  this  port,  I  have 
found  satisfactory.  Thus  might  I  continue,  but  time  and  space  will  not 
permit.  Enough  I  opine,  has  been  said  and  shown  to  satisfy  even  the  most 
prejudiced  and  sceptical  opponent  of  this  wise  measure,  that  if  faithfully 
and  judiciously  administered  and  seconded  with  becoming  zeal  and  lionesiy 
of  purpose  by  the  medical  profession,  the  pharmaceutist  and  dispensing  apo- 
thecary, it  is  calculated  and  destined  to  effect  most  beneficial  and  lasting  sani- 
tary reforms  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  vast  and  glorious 
land.  In  a  word,  the  law  has  operated  thus  far  remarkably  well,  consider- 
ing the  hasty  manner  in  which  it  was  framed  and  passed  through  Con- 
gress. It  is,  in  some  I'espects  imperfect,  as  must  ever  be  the  case  with  all  new 
measures  of  legislation  until  their  utility  is  tested  by  practical  operation  ; 
but  these  imperfections  were,  some  time  since,  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who,  with  his  accustomed  promptitude  soon 
after  instructed  me  to  report  to  the  Department  such  modifications  and 
suggestions  as  my  experience  in  the  administration  of  the  law  should  dic- 
tate as  most  desirable,  practicable  and  judicious  ;  and,  notwithstanding  this 
important  and  responsible  trust  has  necessarily  been  made  the  subject  of 
the  few  occasional  leisure  moments  I  could  from  time  to  time  command, 
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apart  from  other  official  duties,  it  is  nearly  completed,  and,  in  a  manner 
too,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  will  render  the  law,  when  amended  as 
proposed,  satisfactory  to  all  honorable  dealers,  importers,  owners,  and  con- 
signees, and,  at  the  same  time,  do  away  with  the  not  unreasonable 
objections  entertained  by  our  marine  insurance  companies;  while  its 
efficiency,  instead  of  being  in  any  manner  impaired  by  the  amend- 
ments, will  be  more  perfectly  guarded  and  essentially  strengthened. 
The  particulars  and  details  connected  with  this  duty  I  must  defer 
to  another  time  ;  but  I  must  be  permitted  before  closing  this  commu- 
nication to  say,  that  to  the  present  able  and  distinguished  head  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  Hon.  Thomas  Corwin,  is  due  a  debt  of 
gratitude,  from  all  true  friends  of  this  important  measure,  not  easily  can- 
celled. Soon  after  he  was  called  to  take  upon  himself  the  responsibilities 
of  one  of  the  most  important,  and  by  far  the  most  arduous  offices  under  the 
general  government,  the  downward  and  fatal  tendency  of  a  maladministra- 
tion of  the  law  was  brought  to  his  notice  ;  when,  rising  above  all  minor 
considerations,  he  rescued  it  from  impending  danger,  and  placed  it  upon 
what  he  deemed  a  safe  basis  :  and  has  since,  on  all  occasions,  lent  a  willing 
ear  to  every  suggestion  calculated  to  render  it  more  perfect,  to  add  to  its 
efficiency,  or  perpetuate  its  usefulness.  A  noble  example  truly,  and  one 
well  worthy  of  the  man. 

To  conclude,  I  beg  to  say,  that  although  I  have  not  the  honor  of  belonging 
to  any  Pharmaceutical  Association,  I  nevertheless  take  great  interest  in 
everything  calculated  to  advance  the  good  cause  and  noble  calling  in  which 
you  have  so  long  been  engaged ;  and,  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when 
every  city  and  town  of  importance  throughout  this  wide  extended  country, 
will  be  favored  with  an  organization  of  the  kind,  radiating  from  a  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  as  a  common  center.  It  would  be  of  vast 
benefit  to  the  community  at  large,  as  well  as  eminently  useful  to  the  medical 
profession  ;  for,  as  all  must  admit,  it  is  of  tha  most  vital  importance  to  the 
success  of  the  physician,  that  his  remedial  agents  are  properly  prepared  by 
a  well-bred  and  perfectly  educated  chemist  and  pharmaceutist ;  and,  I  may 
add  my  conviction,  that  medical  and  pharmaceutical  chemistry,  a  part  of 
medical  education  that  has  thus  far  been  most  unpardonably  neglected, 
should  be  universally  and  efficiently  taught  in  our  Schools  of  Medicine. 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obd't.  aerv't., 

M.  J.  Bailey,  M.  D., 
Special  Examiner  of  Drugs,  Medicines,  Chemical  Medicinal  Preparations,  &c. 


D. 

Boston,  January  1st,  1852. 

S.  M.  COLCORD,  K8Q. 

Dear  Sir, — On  the  2d  of  August,  1848, 1  was  appointed  "Special  Examir.er" 
of  Drugs,  Chemicals,  &c.,  for  the  port  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  which  of- 
fice I  held  two  years. 
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Commencing  my  oflScial  career  with  the  Law,  as  was  to  be  expected  I  met 
the  storm  of  opposition  that  was  raised  against  it  from  certain  quarters, 
and  my  position  and  that  of  the  other  "  Examiners"  was  an  emljarrassing 
one.  For  our  ground  work  of  action  we  had  the  Law,  it  is  true,  but  the 
Law  was  deficient  in  many  points.  It  was  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to 
fix  the  standard  for  good  and  for  bad  articles  intended  for  medicine.  In  the 
next  place  it  required  a  careful  chemical  examination  of  many  important 
medicinal  preparations.     For  this  the  government  had  made  no  provision. 

The  "  Examiners  "  are  required  to  express  their  "  opinion  "  merely  as  to 
the  value  of  -'Drugs,  Medicines,  Chemicals,  &c.,"  imported  into  the  U.  S. 
A  government  ofiBcial  should  have  a  care  that  a  too  hasty  or  ill  considered 
"  opinion  "  is  not  expressed,  when  that  opinion  will  tend  to  injure  an  hon- 
est and  enterprising  importer  ;  and  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  just  opinion  it 
was  necessary  that  the  "Examiner"  should  chemically  examine  many  ar- 
ticles. 

Requisitions  were  made  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  certain 
Books  and  Chemical  apparatus;  but  as  no  appropriation  had  been  made 
for  that  purpose,  they  could  not  be  supplied  by  the  Department,,  and  each 
"  Examiner"  supplied  himself  with  such  means  of  arriving  at  just  results 
as  was  most  convenient,  and  that  his  small  salary  admitted  of. 

This  should  be  remedied,  and  Congress  should  make  an  appropriation  for 
the  purchase  of  such  Chemical  apparatus  and  Books  as  are  required  by 
the  "  Special  Examiners  "  at  the  various  ports. 

At  many  of  our  large  dyeing  establishments  eminent  chemists  are  em- 
ployed to  examine  all  articles  used  by  them  in  dyeing. 

At  one  of  these  establishments  a  distinguished  chemist  is  employed  at  an 
annual  expense  of  three  thousand  dollars,  is  furnished  with  a  sepa- 
rate building  for  a  Laboratory,  with  every  convenience  for  chemical  analy- 
sis, assistants,  &c.  If  there  are  sufficient  reasons  why  articles  imported  and 
used  for  dyes  should  be  thus  carefully  subjected  to  chemical  analysis,  how 
nmch  more  need  that  the  community  at  large  through  the  government 
should  supply  the  "  Special  Examiners"  of  the  articles  imported  for  medi- 
cinal preparations  with  the  necessary  apparatus  for  chemical  analysis. 

You  have  asked  me,  sir,  for  my  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode  of  suppressing 
the  importation  and  sale  of  spurious  and  deteriorated  Drugs,  Medicines, 
Chemicals,  &c.  I  will  reply  in  the  words  of  our  "city  marshal!,"  who,  when 
called  upon  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  for  an  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  stopping  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks,  replied,  "execute   the  Law," 

See  that  the  Law  is  executed  in  every  port  in  the  country.  In  Massachu- 
setts, see  that  the  laws  in  relation  to  this  subject  are  executed,  and  in  other 
States  that  have  no  laws  upon  this  subject,  see  to  it  that  proper  ones  are 
passed,  and  not  only  passed  but  enforced. 

In  my  opinion  there  should  be  a  head  to  this  matter  which  should  regu- 
late and  have  a  general  supervision  of  the  whole  subject ;  this  could  undoubt- 
edly be  done  through  the  Treasury  department:  but  there  are  many  too  tri- 
fling matters  of  detail  that  are  essential  to  an  equal  and  just  working  of 
the  Law,  that  cannot,  owing  to  the  immense  amount  of  business  constantly 
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pressing  upon  that  department,  come  to  the  notice  and  immediate  attention 
of  the  Secretary. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  powers  delegated  to  the  four  general  Ap- 
praisers of  merchandise  as  appraisers,  be  delegated  to  the  "  Special  Exami- 
ner ''  at  New  York  as  a  general  "  Examiner,"  and  that  he  be  requested  at 
the  expense  of  the  Government  once  in  six  months  to  visit  the  priqcipal 
ports  of  the  country  and  examine  the  books  in  the  Custom  Houses,  and  col- 
lect all  facts  bearing  upon  this  subject ;  also  to  issue  such  instructions  as 
may  be  necessary  to  systematize  and  perfect  the  working  of  the  Law,  and 
also  to  create  concert  of  action  between  the  several  "Examiners,"  and  that 
this  general  "Examiner"  shall  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
result  of  his  labors  at  such  time  as  the  Secretary  may  direct. 

Any  suggestions  made  by  Dr.  Bailey  [Special  Examiner  at  New  York] 
should  have  great  weight  in  the  minds  of  all  persons  interested  in  the  success 
of  this  matter,  for  he  has  given  the  subject  much  attention  and  thought, 
has  had  great  experience  in  the  matter,  and  is  every  way  competent  to 
advise.  To  sum  up  these  suggestions,  and  without  troubling  you  with  a  long 
report  upon  matters  that  will  be  brought  before  you  by  those  more  imme- 
diately interested  in  the  execution  of  this  Law,  I  would  say : 

Ist.  Furnish  the  "Examiners"  with  necessary  Books  and  Chemical  ap- 
paratus. 

2d.  To  appoint  a  general  "Examiner"  to  promote  a  concert  of  action  at 
all  the  ports. 

3d.  Consider  well  and  favorably  the  alterations  and  amendments  asked 
for  by  the  Examiner  at  New  York  ;  believing  him  to  be  the  person  most 
competent  to  advise  upon  the  subject. 

4th.  When  all  is  well  arranged,  see  that  the  Law  is  executed  ;  believing 
that  this  Law  is  required  by  us  all,  by  the  medical  profession.  Druggists 
and  Apothecaries  in  particular,  I  trust  that  we  shall  not  rest  here  but,  put- 
ting our  hands  to  the  work,  stop  the  sale  of  spurious  articles  of  medicine  of 
home  production. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Hamilton. 

List  of  articles  stopped  by  me  while  U.  S.  Special  Examiner  of  Drugs  for 
the  Port  of  Boston  and  Charlestown. 


1536  lbs 

.  Opium. 

218  lbs 

.  Opium. 

1129  " 

Valerian  Root. 

189  " 

Gum  Gamboge. 

373   " 

Scammony. 

1200  " 

Peruvian  Bark. 

271   " 

Senna. 

436  " 

Scammony. 

419   " 

Egyptian  Opium. 

1263  " 

Opium. 

379  " 

Scammony. 

370  " 

Scammony. 

197  " 

do. 

710  " 

Valerian  Root. 

1710  " 

Opium. 

406  " 

Opium. 

900  " 

Senna. 

844  " 

do. 
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NOTE  BY  THE  EXECUTI\^E  COMMITTEE. 

In  publishing  the  Proceedings  and  the  documents  that  follow,  by  authority  of 
the  Association,  the  Comnnittee  deem  it  proper  to  state,  that  where  they  have 
found  it  necessary  to  introduce  notes  for  the  purpose  of  explanation,  such  addi- 
tions are  in  brackets.  In  giving  a  short  abstract  of  the  President's  Address,  they 
believe  it  due  to  that  officer,  and  have  assumed  the  responsibility  of  its  approval 
by  the  Association.  In  the  statistical  reports  they  have  omitted  such  parts  as 
were  uncalled  for,  and  have  transferred  several  paragraphs  relating  to  laws  on 
poisons,  to  the  report  on  that  subject.  Although  not  so  instructed,  they  have  felt 
it  necessary  to  append  a  copy  of  the  Constitution  as  amended  by  the  action  of 
the  present  meeting,  and  the  Code  of  Ethics,  for  the  information  of  many  who  may 
receive  the  Proceeedings  of  the  Association,  and  be  unacquainted  with  its  laws 
and  regulations.  Finally,  they  have  added  a  complete  list  of  the  members,  a 
catalozm  of  the  special  committees  appiinted  to  report  next  year,  and  the  address 
of  the  officers  of  the  Association. 

William  Procter,  Jr., 
Thomas  B.  Mkrrick, 
Joseph  Laidley. 


AMERICAN  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION, 


The  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  met  at  the  Hall 
of  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy,  Boston,  August 
24th,  1853,  at  11  o'cloolv  A.M. 

In  the  absence  of  Daniel  B.  Snoith,  President  of  the  Association, 
the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Samuel  M.  Colcord,  of  Boston, 
one  of  the  Vice  Presidents. 

The  Secretary  being  absent,  Edward  Parrish,  of  Philadelphia, 
was  appointed  temporary  secretary.  The  roll  of  the  Association 
being  called,  nine  permanent  members  answered  to  their  names. 

A  Committee  on  Credentials,  consisting  of  Charles  Ellis,  of  Phila- 
delphia, C,  Augustus  Smith,  of  Cincinnati,  and  Samuel  R.  Phil- 
brick,  of  Boston,  was  appointed  by  the  chair. 

This  committee  retired,  and  after  a  recess  reported  the  following 
list  of  delegates,  and  gentlemen  who  are  properly  recommended  for 
membership,  viz  : 

From  the  Hichmond  Pharmaceutical  Society. — Alexander  Duval, 
James  P.  Purcell,  William  S.  Beers,  S.  M.  Zachrisson,  and  W.  A. 
Strother. 

From  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Pharmacy. — William  B.  Chap- 
man, M.  D.,  J.  M.  Gordon,  M.  Allen,  C.  Augustus  Smith,  and  E.  S. 
Wayne. 

From  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. — Daniel  B.  Smith, 
Charles  Ellis,  William  Procter,  Jr.,  Charles  Bullock,  and  Edward 
Parrish. 

From  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy. — George  D.  Cogge- 
shall,  J.  S.  Aspinwall,  Thomas  B.  Merrick,  Eugene  Dupuy.  and 
Junius  Gridley. 

From  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy .—D^wxi;]  Hench- 
man, William  A.  Brewer,  Thomas  Restieaux,  T.  L.  Turner,  and 
H.  W.  Lincoln. 

jis  a  representative  of  the  Druggists  and  JJpotliewries  of  Terre 
Haute,  Indiana. — Thomas  H.  Barr. 

The  following  names  were  reported  on  the  recommendation  of 
members. 

From  Memphis,  Tennessee. — C.  B.  Guthrie,  M.  D. 

From  Boston,  Massachusetts. — Thomas  HoUis,  Andrew  Geyer, 
and  Emery  Souther. 
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From  Bennington,  Vermont. — S.  P.  Peck. 
From  St.  Jolmsbury,  Verm.ont. — J.  C.  Bingham. 
From  Portland^  Maine. — H.  T.  Cummings,  M.  D. 
The  roll  being  now  called,  the  following  members  were  found  to 
be  present ;  and  those  who  had  not  already  signed  ihe  Constitution, 
proceeded  to  do  so  : 

Daniel  Henchman,      William  A.  Brewer,       S.  R.  Philbrick, 
Thomas  Restieaux,     Samuel  M.  Colcord,       T.  Larkin  Turner, 
Henry  W.  Lincoln,     Emery  Souther,  Andrew  Geyer, 

Thomas  Hollis,  H  T.  Cummings,  S.  P.  Peck, 

J.  C.  Bingham,  Henry  F.  Fish,  T.  B.  Merrick, 

Eugene  Dupuy,  Junius  Gridley,  Charles  Ellis, 

William  Procter,  Jr.,  Edward  Parrish,  Alexan<ler  Duval, 

S.  M.  Zachrisson,        Joseph  Laidley,  C.  Augustus  Smith, 

Wm.  B.  Chapman,     Thomas  H.  Barr,  C.  B.  Guthrie. 

On  moiion,  a  Committee  was  selected  to  nominate  officers  for  the 
Association.  The  members  of  this  committee  were  appointed  by 
the  respective  delegations,  as  follows: 

Philadelphia,  W.  Procter,  Jr. ;  New  York,  J.  Gridley  ;  Cincin- 
nati, W.  B.  Chapman;  Richmond,  S.  M.  Zachrisson;  and  Massa- 
chusetts, T.  Restieaux. 

On  moiion  of  J.  Laidley,  the  chair  appointed  the  following  addi- 
tional members  to  represent  the  undelegated  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation :  J.  Laidley,  H.  F.  Fish,  and  E.  Dupuy.  After  a  recess,  the 
committee  reported  the  following  nominations ; 

For  President. — William  A.  Brewer,  of  Massachusetts. 
For  Vice  Presidents. — George   D.  Coggeshall,  of  New  York  ; 
Alexander  Duval,  of  Virginia;  C.  B.  Guthrie,  of  Tennessee. 
For  Recording  Secretary. — Edward  Parrish,  of  Pennsylvania. 
For  Corresponding  Secretary. — William  B.  Chapman,  of  Ohio. 
For  Treasurer. — Alfred  B.  Taylor,  of  Pennsylvania. 
For  Executive  Committee. — William  Procter,  Jr.,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; Thomas  B.  Merrick,  of  New  York  ;  Joseph  Laidley,  of 
Virginia. 

The  report  was  on  motion  accepted. 

A  moiion  made  by  C.  Augustus  Smith,  that  the  officers  now 
nominated  be  declared  the  officers  of  the  Association  for  the  ensuing 
year,  was,  after  some  discussion,  negatived. 

It  was  resolved  to  proceed  to  ballot  separately  for  the  officers 
named. 

C.  Ellis  and  C.  A.  Smith  were  appointed  tellers,  who,  after  the 
ballot,  reported  that  all  of  the  gentlemen  named  had  been  duly 
elected  to  the  several  offices  for  which  they  were  nominated. 

The  President  was  conducted  to  the  chair,  and  made  an  appro- 
priate address. 
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[In  complying  with  the  expressed  wish  of  the  Association,  the  President  elect 
desired  to  acknowledge  his  thankfulness  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  him,  with- 
out attempting  a  speech  ;  else,  like  Icarus,  in  his  flight  from  Minos,  he  might 
find  his  means  inadetiuate,  and  be  precipitated  into  the  ^.gean  of  ill  success. 

Alluding  to  the  numerous  and  varied  qualifications  of  the  pharmaceutical  body 
in  the  United  Slates,  he  remarked  that  the  Association  was  designed  to  elevate 
the  status,  not  merely  of  the  members,  but  of  the  whole  profession,  and  through 
them  to  benefit  the  public  at  large. 

In  relation  to  the  (kities  of  the  chair,  he  promised  his  earnest  efforts  to  admi- 
nister them  impartially,  in  accordance  with  the  received  rules  of  delibeiative 
assemblies;  and  claimed  the  sympathy  and  support  of  his  brethren. 

As  a  delegate  from  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy,  he  welcomed  the 
Association  to  thiir  Hall,  and  hoped  it  might  prove  a  pleasant  professional  home 
to  all  who  met  on  the  occasion.  He  announced  that  the  room  would  be  open  at 
all  times  during  the  sessions  of  the  Association  ;  that  provision  was  made  for 
transmitting  the  letters,  &c.,  to  and  from  the  post-office  ;  and  that  a  messenger 
would  be  in  attendance  at  the  service  of  the  members.  Mr.  Brewer  concluded 
his  remarks  by  offering  for  the  inspection  of  the  m.embors,  a  cabinet  of  speci- 
mens of  indigenous  medicinal  plants  and  roots,  pressed,  and  in  bottles,  prepared 
for  the  occasion  by  Mr.  S.  T.  Atherton,  of  the  United  Society,  Harvard,  Mass- 
achusetts.— Exec.  Com.] 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to 
C.  A.  Smith  and  H.  F.  Fish,  to  be  audited. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  past  year,  was 
read  by  Professor  Procter,  its  chairman,  as  follows: 

The  Executive  Committee  appointed  in  October  last  to  carry  out  the  purposes 
of  the  Convention  then  held.  Report— that  immediately  after  the  adjournment 
of  that  body,  they  prepared  an  account  of  its  proceedings,  embracing  the  chief 
topics  of  discussion,  wiih  an  appendix  consisting  of  the  Constitution  and  Code  of 
Ethics  of  the  A-sociation,  together  with  the  reports  of  Dr.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton on  the  Inspection  of  Drugs,  of  which  the  accompanying  pamphlet  marked  A, 
is  a  copy.  One  thousand  of  these  were  printed  and  distributed  over  nearly  every 
State  in  the  Union,  by  the  members  of  the  Committee. 

The  expenses  incurred  in  getting  up  the  "  Proceedings,"  were  not  met  by  the 
funds  in  the  treasury.  The  deficit,  together  with  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
distribution  of  the  pamphlet,  &c.,  will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  document 
marked  B. 

It  having  been  "  Resolved  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  reques(-d  to  obtain, 
through  the  several  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  and  Pharmaceutical  Associations," 
answers  to  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Convention  in  reference  to  statistics; 
this  Committee  communicated  with  the  several  bodies  indicated,  and  have  re- 
ceived reports  from  Boston,  Philadelphia.  Richmond,  Cincinnati,  and  New  York, 
which  are  marked  C,  D,  E,  F.  G,  in  the  annexed  papers. 

As  a  large  portion  of  the  United  Slates  lies  beyond  the  immediate  influence 
of  the  organized  bodies,  the  Committee  deemed  it  proper  to  take  advantage  of 
the  Circular  issued  by  the  Philadelphia  College  to  qu^ry  in  the  several  States 
south  and  west,  and  although  the  apathy  of  many  persons  addressed  has  pre- 
vented the  resulting  information  from  being  full  and  uniform,  yet  it  is  sufficiently 
interesting  to  communicate.  In  reference  to  the  Richmond  report,  it  is  proper 
to  state,  that  it  is  not  the  result  of  any  action  of  the  Society,  but  comes  fiom  the 
president  in  his  individual  capacity,  and  its  brevity  has  induced  the  Committee 
to  avail  them^^elves  of  the  full  communications  of  Mr.  Laidley,  of  Richmond, 
Dr.  Cooke,  of  Fredericksburg,  Dr.  Stabler,  of  Alexandria,  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Santos, 
of  Norfolk,  to  present  a  view  of  the  condition  of  pljarmacy  in  Virginia.  In  re- 
gard to  most  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States,  our  information  has  been  only 
enough  to  get  a  general  idea  of  the  condition  of  our  art  there;  the  large  propor- 
tion of  agricultural  population,  and  the  few  large  towns  and  cities  that  exist. 
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give  a  more  uniform  cast  to  the  pharmaceutical  peculiarities  of  that  region.  The 
untimely  death  of  our  associate,  Mr.  C.  L.  B.iche,  of  San  Francisco,  deprived 
us  of  an  expected  report  on  the  state  of  Pharmacy  in  California  ;  yet,  owinsj  to 
the  thouii;htiulness  of  Mr.  Gustavus  L.  Simmons,  of  Sacramento,  in  that  State, 
we  are  enabl»-d  to  give  a  partial  account  of  it,  which  will  be  found,  with  the 
other  information,  in  the  document  marked  H. 

The  Executive  Committee,  although  not  specially  so  instructed,  have  deemed 
it  their  province  to  brin^  forward  such  suggestions,  regarding  subjects  properly 
claiming  the  consideration  of  the  Association  that  have  not  been  specially  re- 
ferred to  Committees,  as  have  presented  themselves  in  the  course  of  their  official 
duty,  and  now  offer  the  following  propositions,  viz  : 

1st.  To  increase  the  future  usefulness  of  the  Association,  it  is  proposed  that 
a  system  of  local  secretaryships  be  adopted,  which  in  the  beginning  may  be 
limited  to  the  larger  cities  and  chi^f  towns,  and  so  distributed  over  the  several 
States,  as  to  enable  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  the  Executive  Committee 
to  obtain  and  distribute  information  in  an  effectual  manner.  At  first,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  appoint  the  local  secretaries  from  among  ]iharmaceutists  known  to 
reside  in  the  localities  cho«en ;  and  afterwards,  if  more  agreeable  to  the  body 
at  large,  in  each  place,  the  name  of  a  person  for  secretary  may  be  suggested  by 
his  brethren  as  their  medium  of  communication,  to  be  confirmed  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Association.  We  believe  that  there  are  qualified  persons  who  have  the 
good  of  the  profession  at  heart  in  most  of  the  cities,  and  that  such  an  organiza- 
tion would  greatly  increase  the  power  of  the  Association  in  carrying  out  its  dis- 
interested measures  for  the  advancement  of  pharmacy. 

2d.  U  is  recommended  that  the  collection  and  arrangement  of  the  Statistics  of 
Pharmacy  in  the  United  States,  be  committed  to  a  special  committee,  properly 
authorized  to  act  for  the  Association,  in  such  manner  as  shall  most  effectually 
and  spepdily  obtain  a  list  of  the  reputable  druggists  and  pharmaceutists  in  each 
place;  ascertain  the  degree  to  which  m-'dicine  and  pharmacy  are  senarated;  the 
condition  of  dispensing  pharmacy;  the  condition  and  progress  of  preparative  or 
manufacturing  pharmacy  ;  the  extent  to  which  the  apprenticeship  system  pre- 
vails, and  whether  any  attention  is  given  to  furnish  apprentices  with  proper 
books  for  the  study  of  their  business ;  and  finally,  whether  there  is  any  disposi- 
tion to  organize  local  societies. 

3d.  It  is  suggested  that  the  subject  of  pharmaceutical  education  be  entrusted  to 
a  special  committee  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  that  they  may  have  time 
to  prepare  an  address  to  the  pharmaceutists  of  the  whole  country,  which  shall 
enter  into  the  practical  difficulties  which  oppose  the  attainment  of  pharmaceutic 
knowledge  by  assistants  and  apprentices,  point  them  our,  and  encourage  the 
brethren  to  extend  reasonable  aid  to  those  in  their  service,  both  by  personal  in- 
terest, and  by  providing  books  and  the  opportunity  to  use  them  ; — and  also  shall 
recommend  attention  to  the  proper  preparatory  education  and  mental  fitness  of 
apprentices  for  the  responsible  offices  involved  in  their  duties. 

4th.  It  is  proposed  that  the  idea  of  universally  adopting  a  single  definite  name, 
which  shall  indirate  the  qualification  for  preparing  and  dispensing  drugs  and 
medicines,  as  possessed  by  thorough-bred  chemists  and  druggists,  or  apothe- 
caries, be  considered,  and  its  propriety  decided  on.  The  word  "  Physician"  in- 
dicates a  person  educated  to  practice  medicine  in  all  its  branches;  why  should 
not  "  Pharmacian"  define  a  qualified  practitioner  of  pharmacy  ? 

5th.  It  is  recommended  that  the  Association  shall  earnestly  advocate  the  ez- 
ten.iive  issue  of  a  c/ieap  and  accurate  edition  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia: 
Bay  at  the  price  of  seventy-five  cents  or  one  dollar.  Of  the  laige  number  of 
persons  who,  in  this  coimtry,  lay  claim  to  the  names  of  apothecaries  and  phy- 
sicians, a  great  proportion  have  never  seen  the  Pharmacopoeia  as  a  separate  and 
distinct  work,  a  fact  easily  understood,  when  it  is  stated  that  but  1500  copies  are 
published  in  ten  years  !  In  many  localities  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory  is  considered 
to  be  the  Pharmacoposia.  Physicians  are  constantly  prescribing  medicines 
under  unofficinal  names,  and  apothecaries  making  officinal  preparations 'by 
foreign  formulae,  because  in  the  dispensatory  the  receipes  are  all  commingled  in 
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such  a  manner  as  to  lead  to  confusion.  This  would  be  prevented,  and  a  greater 
Uniformity  of  practice  created,  by  making  the  Pharmacopa-ia,  with  its  clearly 
defined  recipes,  the  guide  at  the  counter,  and  in  the  laboratory,  for  the  officinal 
preparations. 

6th.  We  believe  that  the  action  of  the  Association  should  not  be  limited  to 
the  practical,  the  ethical,  and  the  educational  interests  of  the  profession, — 
should  not  stop  within  the  limits  of  self-improvement.  American  pharmaceutists 
owe  a  large  debt  to  their  brethren  in  Europe,  for  a  constant  influx  of  know- 
ledge, the  result  of  their  past  and  present  investigations  in  pharmacy  and  its  ac- 
cessory sciences  ;  and  the  time  has  fully  arrived,  when,  as  Americans,  they 
should  feel  bound  to  render  a  larger  return  than  individual  efforts  have  hereto- 
fore accomplished.  The  pharmaceutical  societies  of  f^urope,  offer  annually, 
prizes  for  the  determination  of  questions  deeply  interwoven  with  the  practice  or 
science  of  pharmacy,  and  thus  elicit  valuable  accessions  to  existing  knowledge. 
We  believe  that  the  Association  is  now  competent  to  adopt  a  course  of  this 
kind,  as  an  incitement  to  dormant  ability,  and  to  awaken  laudalile  ambition. 
At  first,  if  the  idea  is  adopted,  the  prizes  should  be  limited  in  value,  except  as 
symbolic  of  reward  for  honorable  and  successful  enterprise. 

To  make  the  proposition  clearer,  a  few  questions  appropriate  for  such  ob- 
jects will  be  instanced. 

a.  It  is  conceded  that  Digitalis  of  American  growth  is  less  active  and  efficient 
as  an  arterial  sedative  and  diuretic  than  that  of  English  origin.  Is  this  deterio- 
ration due  to  the  less  abundant  formation  of  digitalin ;  to  its  modification;  or 
to  any  other  definable  cause  ? 

b.  What  are  the  impediments,  if  any  exist,  to  the  free  cultivation  of  Colchicum 
autumnale  in  the  United  States,  so  as  to  preserve  its  power  unimpaired;  and  is 
it  true  that  the  recent  cormus  is  more  active  than  the  same  carefully  dried,  and 
if  so,  why  ? 

c.  Do  Hyoscyamus  and  Belladonna,  grown  in  the  United  States,  contain  the 
active  principles  in  the  same  proportions  as  the  European  plants  ? 

d.  Spigelia  is  admitted  to  possess  positive  anthelmintic  power.  Does  this 
power  reside  in  a  distinct,  well-defined  principle,  capable  itself  of  producing  the 
effects  of  Spigelia  ;   if  so,  isolate  and  describe  it? 

e.  The  best  essay  on  extemporaneous  pharmacy  which  shall  treat  of  the  in- 
compatible combinations  most  usually  prescribed,  the  best  manner  of  avoiding 
them,  and  the  most  efficient  methods  of  proceeding  in  effecting  the  union  of  sub- 
stances that  are  physically  incompatible,  as  emulsions,  certain  liniments,  certain 
pill  ingredients,  &c. 

/.  For  the  best  essay  on  the  identification  of  volatile  oils  when  mixed,  their  j)re- 
servation,  and  the  actual  effects  of  light  and  air  on  them,  under  the  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances that  they  are  kept  in  the  shop,  so  as  to  decide  the  question 
whether  all  of  them,  or  only  a  part,  should  be  kept  in  the  dark,  to  prevent 
change  ? 

g.  For  an  essay  which  shall  develop  the  commercial  history  of  all  drugs  in- 
digenous to  the  United  States,  as  senega,  spigelia,  serpentaria,  &,c.,  as  regards 
the  manner  and  places  of  their  collection  for  the  supply  of  commerce,  the  annual 
amount  collected,  and  the  channels  through  which  they  enter  general  com- 
merce. 

h.  For  the  best  essay  on  the  construction  and  material  of  pharmaceutical  ap- 
paratus, including  that  for  evaporation,  distillation  and  solution  more  especially, 
as  regards  economy,  convenience  and  effectiveness ;  with  a  view  to  the  ordinary 
wants  of  a  thorough  pharmaceutist. 

Such  are  a  few  of  the  questions  which  might  be  offered.  The  nature  and 
value  of  the  prizes,  and  the  local  or  general  invitation  to  the  competition,  will 
require  mature  consideration,  should  the  idea  be  adopted. 

7th.  An  eflicient  committee  might  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  nature, 
extent,  and  locality  oi  home  aduUeratiovx,  and  propose  a  remedy. 

8th.  Whether  it  would  bo  advisable  to  appoint  a  committee  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  state  and  municipal  laws  in  relation  to  controlling  the  trade 
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in  drugs  and  medicines,  and  whetiier  such  laws  would  be  likely  to  prove  salu- 
tary, without  oppressing  the  well-disposed  druggist  and  pharmaceutist. 
(Si^jned)  William  Procter,  Jr., 

Geoiioe  D.  Coggeshall,* 
On  IchaLf  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Pending  the  reading  of  the  Statistical  reports  accompanying  it, 
the  Association,  on  motion  ofD.  Henchman,  adjourned  till  half-past 
3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  members  generally  assembled,  the  President  in  the  chair. 

The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  account,  made  a  written 
report  that  ii  was  correct,  and  they  were  discharged. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Treasurer,  W.  Procter,  Jr.,  was  appointed 
to  serve  in  his  place,  and  proceeded  to  collect  the  annual  contri- 
butions of  members  present. 

The  following,  offered  by  Jos.  Laidley,  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  the  Massachusetts 
College  of  Pharmacy,  be  invited  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the  present 
meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  proceeded  with  the 
reading  of  the  documents  accompanying  his  report,  till  finished. 
On  motion  of  C.  B.  Guthrie  they  were  accepted. 

[For  extracts  from  these  documents,  see  Appendix.] 

The  Committee  appointed  last  year  to  consider  the  whole  subject 
of  the  Inspection  of  Drugs,  v^'ith  reference  to  fixing  standards  for 
importe  I  drugs,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion 
accepted. 

C.  B.  Guthrie  moved  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Sale  of 
Poisons  be  postponed  till  to-morrow.  The  motion  was  not  agreed 
to,  and  the  report  was  accordingly  read. 

The  Com:Tiittee  to  whom  was  referred  "the  subject  of  the  indiscriminate 
sale  of  poisons,  as  now  conducted  by  apothecaries,  druggists  and  others,  as 
regards  the  practicability  of  effecting  some  useful  reform  in  the  present  state 
of  the  traffic,"  Report:  that  they  have  been  engaged  since  the  time  of  their  ap- 
pointment in  endeavoring  to  collect  information  relating  to  the  subject,  and  in 
considering  it  in  view  of  the  object  of  the  Association  ;  yet  they  have  been  but 
partially  successful.  In  the  course  of  their  inquiry  the  measures  adopted  by 
Iluropean  legislators,  naturally  claimed  attention,  and  what  they  now  have  to 
ofTer  will  include  a  notice  of  the  measures  legalized  in  ICurope,  the  condition  of 
the  traffic  in  this  country,  and  suggestions  tending  to  regulate  the  sale  of  jm^iu- 
lar  poisons  in  this  country. 

In  Prussia,  and  perhaps  in  Germany  generally,  the  law  requires  the  apothe- 
cary to  keep  poisons  in  a  closet  under  lock  and  key,  and  not  to  sell  them  but 
under  certain  conditions  to  persons  free  from  suspicion.  The  poisonous  sub- 
stance, be  it  arsenic  or  other,  must  be  enclosed  in  a  box,  tied,  sealed  and  in- 
scribed with  the  German  or  French  name,  and  the  Latin  name ;  and  marked  with  a 
Beatli's  head  or  three  Crosses.  It  is  also  necessary,  in  some  of  the  German 
States,  for  the  purchaser  to  give  a  receipt  declaring  the  name  and  quantity  of  the 

♦  Mr.  Joseph  Burnett,  the  third  member  of  the  committeej  was  absent  in 
Turope,  and  did  not  see  or  sign  the  report. 
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poison,  that   it   was   disppnsed   according  to  regulations,  and   that   the   seller  is 
exonerated  from  all  blame  for  its  misuse. 

In  France,  the  law  designates  the  substances  considered  poisons  in  view  of 
the  Governmsiit,  which  are  required  to  be  kept  under  lock  and  key,  much  to  the 
annoyance  of  the  Pharmaciens.  These  substances  are  ihjdrocyauic.  Acid,  the 
foisonoas  vegetable  alkaloids  and  their  salts.,  Arsenic  and  its  preparations,  Bella- 
dona  and  its  extract  and  tincture,  Cantharidet  in  substance  or  extract,  Chloro- 
form, Kemlock  and  its  extract  and  tincture,  Cyanide  of  Mercury,  Cyanide  of 
Potassinm,  Digitalis  its  extract  and  tincture,  Tartar  Emetic,  Hyoscyamus  its  ex- 
tract and  tincture,  Nicotine,  Nitrate  of  Mercury,  Opium  and  its  extract.  Phos- 
phorus, Ergot  of  Rye,  Stramonium  extract  and  tincture,  and  Corrosive  Subli- 
mate. 

In  Great  Britain,  the  country  most  analogous  to  our  own  in  the  character  of 
its  population,  and  the  legal  and  economical  usau;es  that  exist,  tiie  sale  of  poi- 
sons until  recently  was  completely  unrestrained  by  law,  except  perhaps  a  few 
municipal  regulations.  In  the  latter  part  of  1819  the  subject  of  the  loose  man- 
ner in  which  the  sale  of  poisons  wa«  conducted,  and  the  frequent  ill  results  that 
followed,  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  Pri  - 
vincidi  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  praying  that  no  druggist  be  allowed  to 
sell  arsenic  without  a  license,  under  penalty;  that  no  person,  be  allowed  to  seli 
small  quantities  of  arsenic  lanless  combined  with  some  distinctive  coloring 
material,  that  every  purchaser  must  have  a  witness,  and  that  every  vender 
should  keep  a  strict  record.  The  petitioners  stated  that,  of  the  fatal  cases  of 
poisoning,  one-third  were  from  arsenic,  and  that  in  1837-8  these  cases  amounted 
to  185! 

Pending  the  action  of  Parliament,  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  Committee  by 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  who,  a?  a  preparatory  step,  issued  a 
circular  of  inquiries  to  1600  members,  over  England  and  Scotland,  querying 
whether  the  parties  sold  arsenic;  under  what  regulations,  if  any,  for  what 
objects  and  to  what  classes  of  persons,  what  trades  employ  it,  whether  general 
dealers  sell  it,  would  it  do  to  prohibit  its  retail  sale,  how  is  it  dispensed,  what 
number  of  accidents  and  whether  these  occur  from  its  use  by  agriculturists  ? 

The  Committee  reported  that  a  majority  of  the  Chemists  and  Druggists  re- 
quire witnesses  in  selling  arsenic,  label  the  inner  and  outer  wrappers,  at:d  some 
color  it.  The  classes  of  persons  who  buy  arsenic  are  colorists  and  chemical 
manufacturers,  candle-makers,  farmers,  flock-masters,  veteiinary  surgeons,  ship- 
wrights, glass  manufacturers,  and  dyers,  in  large  quantities;  and  braziers,  white- 
smiths, bird  stufTers,  gamekeepers,  gardeners,  grooms,  whitewashers,  pointers, 
pyrotechnists,  ratcatchers,  a.id  housekeepers  of  all  grades,  for  vermin,  in  small 
quantities.  They  ascertained  that  arsenic  was  employe  I  most  extensively 
through  the  agricultural  districts,  both  for  sheep-dipping  and  for  stecpingwheat. 
About  40  lb?,  of  arsenic  are  required  for  every  1000  sheep  to  kill  vermin.  Of 
728  answers.  •'509  advocated  prohibition  ;  yet  the  numerous  legitimate  uses  of 
the  poison  render  its  sale  necessary.  One  large  farmer  had  killed  in  a  year 
more  than  40,000  rats.  The  Committee  arrived  at  the  following  conclusions, 
viz  :  — 

1st.  That  with  regular  chemists  and  druggists,  proper  precautions  are  taken 
and  few  accidents  occur. 

•2nd.  That  the  unrestricted  sale  of  poisons  in  general  by  unqualified  persons 
is  the  great  source  of   danger. 

3rd.  And  that  the  total  prohibition  of  the  retail  sale  of  arsenic  is  impractica- 
ble and  inconsistent  with  the  requirements  of  legitimate  trade. 

Subsequently  on  the  5th  of  June,  1851,  Parliament  enacted  a  law  requiring 

1st.  That  all  arsenic  sales  shall  be  witnessed  by  a  third  party  when  the  pur- 
chaser is  unknown  to  the  vender. 

2d.  That  all   arsenic  sales  shall  be  registered  in  a  book  in  a  specified  form. 

3d.  That  not  less  than  ten  lbs.  of  arsenic  shall  be  sold  unless  colored  by  soot 
or  indigo,  unless  for  a  specified  purpose  in  the  arts,  under  a  penalty  of  $100. 

4th.  That  the  Act  shall  not  apply  to  arsenic  used  medicinally,  or  to  the  inter- 
course between  wholesale  and  retail  dealers. 
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5th.  And  that  the  word  "arsenic"  includes  all  preparations  of  arsenious  and 
arsenic  acids  and  other  colorless  poisonous  preparations  of  arsenic. 

The  Act  was  confined  to  arsenic  because  it  was  the  nnost  generally  known  and 
most  accessible  poison,  and  because  restrictive  legislation  on  the  whole  list  of 
poisons  was  looked  upon  as  impossible.  The  poison  is  sold  in  all  quantities, 
from  a  pennyworth  up,  at  petty  stores  and  by  general  dealers  in  England,  and  the 
Arsenic  Act,  without  depriving  these  of  their  right  to  sell,  compels  them  to  do 
it  as  above. 

To  the  correspondence  they  have  instituted,  your  Committee  have  received 
answers  from  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  Maryland,  the 
District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  Tennessee,  Missouri,  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  California. 

It  appears  that  but  little  State  legislation  has  taken  place  in  regard  to  the  sale 
of  poisons.  In  Ohio  an  Act  somewhat  similar  to  the  English  "  Arsenic  Act" 
was  passed  soon  after  the  latter,  requiring  the  poison  to  be  mixed  with  soot  or 
indigo  before  being  retailed,  yet  but  little  regard  is  had  to  it  in  practice. 

[The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Ohio  law,  taken  from  the  Cincinnati  Report. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assemhly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  That  it 
shall  not  hereafter  be  lawful  for  any  apothecary,  druggist,  or  other  person  in 
this  State,  to  sell  or  give  away  any  article  belonging  to  the  class  of  medicines, 
usually  denominated  poisons,  except  in  compliance  with  the  restrictions  con- 
tained in  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  That  every  apothecary,  druggist,  or  other  person  who  shall  sell  or 
give  away,  except  upon  the  prescription  of  a  physician,  any  article  or  articles 
of  medicine  belonging  to  the  class  usually  known  as  poisons,  shall  be  required  : 

1st.  To  register  in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  the  name,  age,  sex,  and  color 
of  the  person  obtaining  such  poison. 

2d.  The  quantity  sold. 

3d.  The  purpose  for  which  it  is  required. 

4th.  The  day  and  date  on  which  it  was  obtained. 

5ih.  The  name  and  place  of  abode  of  the  person  for  whom  the  article  is  in- 
tended. 

Gth.  To  carefully  mark  the  word  '^poison"  upon  the  label  or  wrapper  of  each 
package. 

7th.  To  neither  sell  nor  give  away  any  article  of  poison  to  minors  of  either 
sex. 

Sec.  3.  That  no  apothecary,  druggist,  or  other  person,  shall  be  permitted 
to  sell  or  give  away  any  quantity  of  arsenic  less  than  one  pound,  without  first 
mixing  either  soot  or  indigo  therewith,  in  the  proportion  of  one  ounce  of  soot  or 
half  an  ounce  of  indigo,  to  the  pound  of  arsenic. 

Sec.  4.  That  any  person  offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined 
in  any  sum  not  less  than  twenty,  nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  5.  This  act  to  take  effect  and  be  in  force,  from  and  after  its  passage. — 
Exer.   Comm.] 

In  New  Hampshire  a  State  law  exists  requiring  "  Every  apothecary,  druggist, 
or  oiher  2>erso)i,  who  shall  sell  any  arsenic,  corrosive  sublimate,  nux  vomica, 
strychnia,  or  prussic  acid,  shall  make  a  record  of  such  sale  in  a  book  kept  for 
that  purpose,  specifyini;  the  kind  and  quantity  of  the  article  sold,  and  the  time 
when,  and  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  such  sale  is  made,  which  record  shall 
be  open  to  all  persons  who  may  wish  to  examine  the  same." 

The  other  sections  exempt  physicians  prescriptions,  and  provide  a  penalty  of 
$100,  for  the  violation  of  the  first  section.  Mr.  Kdward  H.  Parker,  of  Concord, 
N.  H.,  in  giving  this  information,  states,  that  the  law  is  almo-t  if  not  entirely 
ineffectual,  and  that  not  more  than  one  in  five  of  the  druggists  pretend  to  keep 
such  a  record,  and  some  are  not  even  aware  of  its  existence.  The  effect  has 
been  to  confine  the  sale  of  poisons  to  the  druggist,  as  "  grocers  and  shop-keepers 
rarely,  if  ever,  retail  arsenic  or  other  poisons  specified  in  this  law." 
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[The  followinsi  law  of  the  State  of  New  York  is  derived  from  the  report  of  the 
N.  Y.  College  of  Pharmacy,  on  statistics.  "  F.very  apothecary,  diiigi^ist,  or 
other  person,  who  shall  sell  or  deliver  any  arsenic,  corrosive  sublinnate,  prussic 
acid,  or  any  other  substance  or  liquid  u>iialiy  denominated  P(jiso7iou.i,  whhout 
having  the  word  poison  written  or  printed  upon  a  label  attached  to  the  phial, 
box  or  parcel  in  which  the  same  is  sold  ;  or  who  shall  sell  and  deliver  any  tartar 
emetic,  without  having  the  true  name  thereof  written  or  printed  upon  a  label  at- 
tached to  the  phial,  box  or  parcel  containing  the  same,  shall  upon  conviction  be 
adjudged  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  dollars."     Exec.  Comm.] 

Through  Mr.  Peck,  of  Bennington,  it  appears  that  no  law  bearing  on  the  sale 
of  poisons,  exists  in  Vermont.  The  regular  druggists  take  generally  the  proper 
precautions,  but  at  nearly  all  of  the  little  stores  in  the  villages  throughout  the 
state,  arsenic,  opium,  and  even  strychnia  are  sold  without  being  labelled. 

In  the  large  cities,  the  better  class  of  druggists  and  apothecaries  are  ex- 
ceedingly careful  in  the  sale  of  all  poisons  ;  many  refuse  to  sell  arsenic  at  all 
except  in  medicine,  and  strychnia  and  poisons  of  ihat  kind  are  refused  without  a 
prescription,  except  in  special  cases,  where  the  applicant  is  well  known  and  the 
purpose  obvious  to  the  vender.  Yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  many  others,  while 
careful  to  label  poisons,  are  not  sufficiently  discriminative  in  their  sale.  It  has 
become  usual  in  many  places  to  employ  corrosive  sublimate  as  a  hug  poison. 
Many  druggists  require  that  the  purchaser  shall  bring  a  bottle  that  can  be 
properly  labelled — some  are  willing  to  sell  the  poison  in  substance,  and  risk  its 
subsequent  appropriate  use.  In  view  of  the  abundant  employment  of  this  poison 
in  families,  often  put  in  the  hands  of  servants — it  is  surprising  that  so  few  acci- 
dents occur  with  it. 

Our  inquiries  from  correspondents  in  the  South  and  South  West,  exhibit  that 
no  State  laws  exist  restricting  the  sale  of  poisons,  to  persons  not  suspicious,  yet 
there  is  an  universal  practice  of  refusing  arsenic  and  other  poisons  to  the  black 
population,  unless  they  bring  a  satisfactory  order  from  employers  or  owners. 
In  middle  Florida,  "opium,  morphia,  strychnia,  nux  vomica  and  arsenic"  can 
be  procured  from  the  general  storekeepers  without  difhculty,  and  the  practice 
of  keeping  poisons  for  destroying  vermin  and  animals,  by  the  country  store- 
keeper, is  very  common  throughout  the  whole  Western,  Southern,  and  Middle 
States.  Perhaps  the  chief  demand  for  arsenic  from  country  stores  is  by  farmers 
and  millers  as  a  ratsbane.  The  tastelessness  and  effectiveness  of  this  poison 
renders  it  superior  to  all  others  for  this  purpose,  and  hence  its  employment  in 
mills  and  barns,  where  it  has  too  often  occasioned  accidents  to  horses  and  to 
poultry;  to  the  latter  from  the  sweepings  of  the  mill  floor,  sold  commonly  for 
the  purpose  of  feeding  such  stock.  Several  valuable  horses  were  destroyed  in 
this  way  near  Bladensburg,  Maryland,  a  few  months  since. 

Our  correspondent  at  Sacramento  California,  Mr.  G.  L.  Simmons,  states, 
"  that  large  quantities  of  all  kinds  of  poisons  are  sold  by  grocers  as  well  as  by 
drug',nsts.  The  larger  part  is  used  for  the  destruccion  of  animal  life.  The 
regular  sales  of  stryclinia  must  be  immense.  Its  more  speedy  effects  than  mosi 
other  poisons  is  liked  by  the  "  Ranche-men,"  who  are  the  principal  customers. 
Arsenic,  is  also  sold  but  chiefly  as  ratsbane.  Since  the  year  1849,  no  case  of 
poisoning  by  arsenic  has  come  to  my  knowledge." 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  strychnia  made,  is 
used  to  poison  wolves  and  other  carnivorous  wild  animals  in  the  newly  settled 
territories  where  the  population  is  sparse.  It  is  generally  admitted,  that  the 
sale  of  arsenic  by  druggists  in  the  Atlantic  cities  has  increased  many  fold  within 
ten  years.  The  quantity  is  vastly  too  great  for  use  as  a  poison,  and  we  believe 
the  demand  is  chiefly  attributable  to  the  requirements  of  new  branches  of  manu- 
factures, and,  perhaps,  by  wool  growers.  In  reference  to  strychnia,  the  increased 
use  of  which  is  directly  attributable  to  the  pioneers  and  hunters  of  our  exten- 
sive and  rapidly  peopling  territories,  both  for  the  purposes  of  the  fur  trade,  and 
protection  from  the  dangerous  carnivora,  it  may  be  stated  that  from  the  best 
data  the  committee  can  arrive  at,  between  5,000  and  G,000  ounces  are  manu- 
factured annually  in  this  country,  from  about  120,000  pounds  of  nux  vomica. 
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besides  what  is  imported;  and  that  one  manufacturer  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  year 
endins;  June  3,  made  18-10  ounces  from  about  40,000  lbs.  of  that  drug. 

As  regards  cases  of  suicide,  the  poison  most  frequently  chosen  is  laudanum  or 
opium,  not  only  because  it  can  be  readily  obtained  without  suspicion,  but  be- 
cause the  suffering  is  avoided.  The  immense  increase  in  the  consumption  of 
opium  and  its  preparations,  is  a  subject  that  deeply  concerns  the  well  wisher  of 
society.  Their  substitution  for  alcoholic  liquids  is  but  too  frequent.  The  Com- 
mittee have  not  entered  into  this  branch  of  their  inquiry,  however,  and  have  not 
obtained  any  facts  to  communicate. 

In  making  any  suggestions  with  a  view  to  remedying  the  evils  appertaining  to 
the  trade  in  poisons,  the  committee  feel  the  necessity  of  keeping  in  sight  the 
habits  and  peculiarities  of  the  people  who  are  consumers,  and  do  not  believe  that 
the  stringent  measures  adopted  in  Europe  are  calculated  to  work  well  in  this 
country.  The  absolute  free  trade  which  now  exists,  and  its  general  use  as  a 
ratsbane,  exhibits  a  remarkable  carefulness  in  the  use  of  arsenic,  in  so  far  as 
fatal  accidents  are  concerned.  We  believe  that  by  far  the  larger  portion  of 
apothecaries  and  retail  druggists  are  careful  in  labelling  this  poison,  and  observe 
some  discrimination  in  its  sale.  As  a  class,  they  are  better  fitted  by  their 
knowledge  and  judgment  to  guard  against  mal-uses  than  general  dealers.  Wt: 
are  therefore  prepared  to  recommend  to  the  Association  that  the  State  Legis- 
latures, who  have  not  enacted  laws  on  this  subject,  be  petitioned  to  pass  laws  in 
their  several  jurisdictions,  confining  the  sale  of  arsenic,  corrosive  sublimate, 
opium,  strychnia  and  other  poisons  popularly  known  as  such,  for  destroying  life, 
to  druggists,  apothecaries  and  physicians,  who  shall  keep  an  accurate  record  of 
such  sales.  That  such  sales  shall  not  be  made  to  minors  or  servants,  unless 
properly  authorized  by  a  responsible  person  ;  that  all  packages  or  bottles  shall 
be  distinctly  labelled  with  the  name  of  the  poison,  and  the  word  "  poison  !  !"  or  a 
death's  head  symbol,  conspicuously  printed,  and  that  any  sale  of  poisons  fol- 
lowed by  accident,  in  which  these  precautions  shall  not  have  been  observed,  be 
considered  a  misdemeanour  punishable  by  legal  process. 

And  to  further  recommend  that  the  druggists  and  apothecaries  of  the  United 
States,  do  voluntarily  adopt  a  system  of  precautions  in  the  sale  of  poison'^,  both 
for  their  own  sake  and  that  of  the  community,  in  view  of  the  probable  non- 
action of  the  legislative  bodies. 

They  believe  that  the  community  can  be  needfully  supplied,  even  in  the  rural 
districts,  from  their  physician,  who  necessarily  keeps  medicines,  or  from  the 
apothecary  in  the  nearest  town,  and  a  check  would  thus  be  given  to  the  facility 
of  obtaining  the  poison,  by  the  consequences  of  neglecting  the  legal  precautions. 

WiLLiAJi  Procter,  Jr., 

S.  R.  Philbrick, 

Alex.  Duval, 

Geo.  D.  Coggeshall, 

Cummitlce. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted. 

The  Committee  on  Secret  or  Quack  Medicines  introduced  a  writ- 
ten report,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  accepted. 

C.  Augustus  Smith  moved,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  do  so  to 
meet  at  half  past  seven  o'clock  this  evening,  which  was  adopted. 

The  following  record  was,  on  motion  of  the  Secretary,  directed 
to  be  entered  on  the  minutes,  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

This  Association  has  learned  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  an 
esteemed  associate,  present  at  its  last  aimual  meeting,  Charles  L. 
Bache,  of  San  Francisco,  Califoriiia.  His  amiable  disposition,  and 
the  probity  of  his  professional  and  business  character,  located  as  he 
was  upon  the  very  frontiers  of  the  profession  of  pharmacy,  had 
gained  for  him  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
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elation,  and  have  drawn  from  them  this  spontaneous  tribute  to  his 
memory. 

Evening  Session. 

Vice-President  Alexander  Duval  in  the  chair. 
The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  taken  up,  and  the 
suggestions  therein  contained,  of  subjects  proper  lo  claim  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Association   at  its  present  meeting,  were  considered  in 
the  order  in  which  they  were  introduced  in  the  report. 

1st.  The  proposition  for  '■^  Local  SecretarysJnps.'"  After  much 
discussion  in  regard  to  the  proper  functions,  rights,  and  mode  of 
appointment  of  these  officers,  and  whether  they  should  be  constituted 
full  members  or  only  semi-official  correspondents  of  the  Association, 
C.  B.  Guthrie,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  Mr. ,  of ,  in  the  state  of 

be  and  is  hereby  appointed  local  correspondent  for  this  Association, 
for  the  ensuing  year."  These  blanks  to  be  filled,  and  the  number 
selected  In  this  way  to  be  Increased  at  the  pleasure  of  the  meeting. 
Pending  the  consideration  of  this,  C.  A.  Smith  moved  a  reference 
of  the  whole  subject  to  a  Select  Committee,  to  mature  a  suitable 
proposition  to  meet  the  object,  and  report  as  early  as  practicable, 
which  was  adopted.  The  chair  appointed  C.  A.  Smith,  H.  F.  Fish, 
and  W.  Procter,  Jr. 

2d.  The  recommendation  for  a  Special  Committee  on  the  collection 
and  arrangement  of  the  statistics  of  pharmacy  in  the  United  States, 
was  adopted,  and  five  fixed  upon  as  the  number  of  members  of  the 
Committee.  The  chair  appointed  the  following  members  to  the 
service:  C.  B.  Guthrie,  T.  B.  Merrick,  Joseph  Laidley,  W.  B. 
Chapman,  and  H.  T.  Cummings. 

3d.  The  preparation  of  an  Address  on  Pharmaceutical  Educa- 
tion. This  was  on  motion  referred  to  a  Special  Committee  of  three, 
to  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting.  The  appointment  of  the 
Committee  was  deferred  till  to  morrow. 

4th.  The  suggestion  that  the  idea  be  entertained  of  adopting  a 
definite  name  to  define  a  qualified  practitioner  of  pharmacy.  A 
motion  was  made  that  the  members  of  the  Association  adopt  the 
name  Pharmaclan  to  designate  their  profession,  but  objection  being 
made  to  It,  the  resolution  was  withdrawn. 

0th.  The  recommended  issue  of  a  cheap  edition  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia. Professor  Procter  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association,  the  cause  of 
pharmaceutical  progress  will  be  greatly  advanced  by  the  publica- 
tion of  a  large,  cheap,  and  correct  edition  of  the  United  Sfates 
Pharmacopoeia,  In  duodecimo  form,  as  It  will  enable  every  apothe- 
cary and  physician  to  possess  a  copy  of  that  Code,  and  thus  fami- 
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Jiarize  the  classes  of  persons  for  whose  government  it  was  created, 
with  its  real  nature,  extent,  and  requirements. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Revision  and  Publication  of 
the  United  States  Pharmacopceial  Convention  of  1850,  be  earnestly 
requested  to  authorize  the  issue  of  such  an  edition  of  that  work." 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  proposition  for  local  secretaryships 
was  referred,  now  made  a  report,  proposing  the  following  addition 
to  the  second  section  of  the  Constitution,  which,  under  the  rules, 
must  lay  over  to  a  future  sitting. 

"At  each  annual  meeting  the  Association  may  appoint  correspond- 
ents in  any  part  of  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  communicate 
to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  any  information  which  they  may  be 
enabled  to  obtain  on  subjects  of  interest  to  the  Association.  Such 
correspondents,  who  are  not  members,  when  accepting  the  appoint- 
ment, to  be  entitled  to  membership,  if  in  attendance  at  any  annual 
meeting  of  the  Association,  on  signing  the  Constitution  and  Code 
of  Ethics." 

E.  Parrish  moved  to  strike  out,  "  if  in  attendance  at  any  annual 
meeting  of  the  Association,"  and  add,  "and  on  the  payment  of  the 
annual  contribution," 

Also,  in  section  2,  article  4,  of  the  Constitution,  to  strike  out  the 
words,  "  in  attendance  at  the  annual  meetings." 

Also,  to  add  to  sect.  2,  article  6,  "  every  member  w^ho  fails  to  pay 
to  the  treasurer  his  annual  contributions  for  three  consecutive  years, 
shall  be  stricken  from  the  roll," 

Resuming  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, the  meeting  proceeded  to  consider 

6th.  The  suggestion  in  regard  to  appropnate  subjects  for  prize 
essays.     This  was  on  motion  postponed. 

7th.  The  proposition  in  relation  to  home  adulterations  was  adopted, 
and  on  motion  of  C.  B.  Guthrie,  it  was  resolved  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  inquire  into  the  nature,  extent,  and  locality  of 
home  adulterations,  and  propose  a  remedy.  The  appointment  was 
deferred. 

8th.  The  subject  of  State  and  Municipal  laws  controlling  the  sale 
of  drugs.     This  w^as  on  motion  postponed. 

Adjourned  till  half-past  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

August  2oth — Morning  Session. 

Vice  President  Alexander  Duval  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  session  were  approved. 

George  D.  Coggeshall,  of  New  York,  who  was  absent  at  the  pre- 
vious sessions,  appeared  and  took  his  seat  as  first  Vice-president. 

The  additional  Special  Committees  on  the  subjects  brought  up 
by  the  Executive  Committee  and  determined  last  evening,  were 
announced  by  the  chair,  as  follows: 
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On  the  3(1  proposition,  relating  to  an  address  on  Pharmaceutical 
Education,  Professor  Procter,  chairman,  David  Stewart,  and  John 
Meakim. 

On  the  7th  proposition,  relating;  to  home  adulteration,  C.  B. 
Guthrie,  chairman,  G.  D.  Cog^eshall,  C.  A.  Smith. 

The  proposal  to  amend  the  Constitution,  offered  yesterday  by  the 
Special  Committee  on  local  secretaryships,  as  amended  by  E.  Par- 
rish,  was  now  read  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Addition  to  section  2d,  Constitution,  article  6.  "At  each  annual 
meeting  the  Association  may  appoint  correspondents  in  any  part  of 
the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  communicate  to  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  any  information  which  they  may  be  enabled  to 
obtain  on  subjects  of  interest  to  the  Association,  such  correspond- 
ents who  are  not  members,  when  accepting  the  appointment,  to  be 
entitled  to  membership  on  signing  the  Constitution  and  Code  of 
Ethics,  ami  on  payment  of  the  annual  contribution." 

The  further  proposition  to  strike  out  from  section  2,  article  4,  the 
words  "in  attendance  at  the  annual  meetings,"  elicited  some  dis- 
cussion, and  a  substitute  for  this  article  was  offered  by  H.  T. 
Cummings,  of  Maine,  as  an  amendment  to  the  original  proposition, 
as  follows : 

"Every  member  shall  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  the  sum 
of  two  dollars  as  his  yearly  contribution,  and  shall  be  considered  a 
member  so  long  as  such  annual  payments  shall  be  continued." 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  and  the  original  proposition 
adopted,  so  that  the  article  now  reads: 

"Article  IV.  Every  member  shall  pay  into  the  hand-^  of  the  Trea- 
surer the  sum  of  two  dollars  as  his  yearly  contribution." 

The  proposition  for  further  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

Andrew  Geyer,  of  Boston,  moved  the  following,  which  was 
adopted  : 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  obtaining  a  form  of  certificate  of  membership,  for 
the  use  of  this  Association,  with  such  insignia  or  device,  or  other- 
wise, as  shall  in  their  opinion  be  deemed  suitable,  and  report  their 
doings  at  the  next  annual  meeting. 

The  chair  appointed  A.  Geyer,  chairman,  and  C.  Ellis  and  Joseph 
Laidley,  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  introduced  the  names  of  Ashel 
Boyden,  of  Boston,  Mass.;  Thomas  Farrington,  ditto;  William  B. 
Little,  San  Francisco,  Cal,  as  recommended  for  membership.  The 
former  being  present,  signed  the  Constitution  and  paid  his  yearly 
contribution. 

The  President  of  the  Association,  being  now  present,  resumed 
the  Chair.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Inspection  of 
Drugs  was  now  on  motion  taken  up. 
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Gen.  D.  Cogf^eshall,  of  New  York,  offered  a  letter  received  by 
him  from  Dr.  Bailey,  special  examiner  of  drugs  at  the  port  of 
New  York,  which  on  motion  was  read. 

S.  M.  Colcord,  of  Boston,  moved  it  be  received  and  placed 
upon  the  files.     Adopted.  [5'ee  t/lppendix  for  an  extract.] 

T.    B.  Merrick,  of  New  York,  offered  the  following  : 
Resolved,  That  the  Association  ailopt  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on   the  Inspection  of  Drugs  as   in  the   main  representing  our 
views.     After  debate, 

On  motion,  the  further  consideration  of  this  was  postponed  until 
the  afternoon  session. 

On  motion  of  Prof.  Procter,  the  report  of  the  Comniittee  on  Se- 
cret or  Quack  Medicines  was  now  taken  up  and  discussed.  The 
report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pharmaceutical  Educa- 
tion, and  on  motion  the  Recording  Secretary  was  added  to  that 
Committee. 

Moved,  That  when  we  adjourn  it  be  till  half  past  3  o'clock  this 
afternoon.     Adopted. 

C.  Augustus  Smith  called  up  'he  Gth  proposition  in  the  Execu- 
tive Committee's  report  relating  to  prizes,  and  .'ipoke,in  connecticn 
Inerewith,  of  the  great  importance  of  the  subject  of  the  cultivation 
of  indigenous  plants  therein  referred  to,  and  mov<H]  that  the  whole 
subject  of  offering  prizes  be  referred  to  a  Special  Committee  to  re- 
port next  year. 

The  Chair  appointed  on  this  Committee,  C.  A.  Smith,  Chair- 
man, S.  M.  Zacchrisson,  and  T.  H.  Barr. 

Tiie  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Dr.  Guthrie  : 
Resolved,  That  this  Association  recommend  to  each  State  of  the 
Union  to  enact  such  a  law  as  will  require  every  person  offering  for 
sale  any  patent  or  secret  medicine,  designed  and  recommended  as 
a  remedial  agent,  to  file  in  the  proper  office  of  each  State  where- 
in such  remedy  is  offered  for  sale,  a  full  and  complete  formula  of 
such  remedy,  and  that  under  oath.  Moreover,  to  require  such  per- 
sons so  offering  goods  for  sale  or  agency  or  otherwise,  to  obtain 
from  the  proper  authority  of  such  State  or  each  county  thereof,  a 
general  or  special  license,  allowing  such  agent  or  proprietor  only 
such  privileges  as  other  pedlars  enjoy. 

Pending  the  discussion  of  this,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Afternoon  Session. 
President  in  the  Chair. 

The  niinutes  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  approved. 
Dr.  Guthrie  having,  since  the  adjournment,  modified  his  resolution 
under  discussion  at  that  time,  obtained  leave  to  offer  it  in  the  follow- 
in  jj;  form  : 

Resolved,  T.  at  this  Association  recommend  to  each  State  the 
■enactment  of  such  a  law  as  shall  require  every  person  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  any  patent  or  secret  medicine,  designed 
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or  recommencied  for  exhibition  as  a  remedial  agent,  to  file  in  llie 
proper  ollice  of  each  vState  wherein  such  remedy  is  offered  for  sale, 
a  full  and  complete  formula  of  such  remedy,  and  tiiat  under  oath  ; 
and,  moreover,  to  require  such  manufacturer  so  offeiing  goo;!s  for 
sale  or  agency  or  otherwise,  to  conform  to  such  State  laws  as  regu- 
late the  levying  of  tax  or  excise  upon  all  who  engage  in  the  busi- 
ness of  buying  and  selling  merchandize. 

After  further  discussion  the  following  was  offered  by  Joseph 
Laidiey  : 

To  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "Resolved,"  and  insert,  "  That 
the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  believe  that  the  use  and 
sale  of  secret  or  quack  medicines  is  wrong  in  principle  and  is  in 
practice  attended  with  injurious  effects  to  both  the  profession  and 
the  public  at  large,  and  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  con- 
scientious druggist  to  discourage  their  use. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Association  earnestly  recommend  to  our 
pharmaceutical  brethren  to  discourage  by  every  honorable  nieans 
ihe  use  of  these  nostrums  ;  to  refrain  from  recommending  them  to 
their  customers  ;  not  to  use  any  means  of  bringing  them  into  public 
notice  ;  not  to  manufacture  or  to  have  manufactured  any  medicine 
the  composition  of  which  is  not  made  public;  and  to  use  every  op- 
portunity of  exposing  the  evils  attending  their  use,  and  the  false 
means  which  are  employed  to  induce  their  consumption." 

The  question  being  divided,  the  motion  to  strike  out  all  after 
*'  R.esolved,"  wa>^  put  by  the  Chair,  and  carried  by  a  vote  of  13  to  8. 

The  Resolutions  being  then  put  to  vote  were  adopted  by  a  vole 
of  13  to  5. 

The  subject  of  the  Inspection  of  Drugs  being  now  called  up,  the 
resolution  oflered  by  T.  B.  Merrick  in  the  morning  session,  and 
postponed,  was  withdrawn. 

H.  F.  Fish   now  offered  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association,  all  varieties  of 
drugs  th'at  are  good  of  their  kind  should  be  admitted  by  the  Special 
Examiner. 

This  was  discussed  at  length  by  iVIessrs.  Merrick,  Coggeshall> 
Guthrie,  Fish,  Geyer,  Ellis,  and  Procter. 

Pending  which  the  Committee  on  Credentials  introduced  fur 
menjbership  the  names  of  Geo.  S.  Dearborn,  Great  Falls,  N,  Hamp- 
shire ;  ,and  James  S.  Melvin,  Henry  D.  Fowle,  Peter  J.  Hazzard, 
W.  W.  Goodwin,  of  Boston,  xMassachusetts. 

The  following  being  present  signed  the  Constitution  and  paid  the 
fee,  Geo.  L   Dearborn,  James  S.  Melvin,  and  Henry  D.  Fowle. 

On  motion  the  vote  on  the  resolution  was  directed  to  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  was  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Cummings,  Dearborn,  Brewer,  Fish,  Merrick,  Eilis,  Par- 
rish,  Procter,  Duval,  Zachrisson,  Barr.— ll. 
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Nays.— Peck,  Henchman,  Restieanx,  Colcord,  Turner,  Lincoln, 
Souther,  Gayer,  Dupuy,  Coggeshall,  Laidley,  Smith,  Chapman, 
(iulhrie,  Rlelvin,  Fowle.  — 16. 

On  motion,  Thomas  HoUis,  of  Boston,  was  excused  from  voting. 

On  motion,  adjourned  till  half  past  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Third-Day.— ^Morning  Session. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  session  were  read  ami  approved. 

The  subject  under  consideration  at  the  time  of  adjournment  being 
resumed,  the  following  resolution  was  offered  by  the  Secretary  : 

Resolved,  that  the  two  lists  of  Materia  Medica  and  preparations, 
prepared  by  the  Committee  [on  the  Inspection  of  Drugs,]  and  pre- 
sented in  their  report,  with  a  view  to  classifying  them  and  fixing 
standards  upon  those  which  are  capable  of  it,  together  with  the 
subject  of  the  appropriate  tests  for  detecting  adulterations  when 
j)racticable,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  report  next  year. 

Prof.  Procter  proposed  the  following  amendment,  which  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  mover:  to  add  after  the  word  "  committee"— the 
words  "  who  shall  be  authorized  to  invite  the  co-operation  of  the 
several  Colleges  of  Pharmacy." 

The  Resolution  as  amended  was  then  adopted.  The  number  of 
the  Committee  was  fixed  at  2,  and  Wm.  Procter,  Jr.,  and  G.  D. 
Coggeshall  were  appointed  by  vote  of  the  Association. 

C.  B.  Guthrie  moved  to  refer  the  remaining  part  of  the  report  on 
the  Inspection  of  Drugs,  to  the  Committee  just  appointed,  which 
was,  after  discussion,  withdrawn. 

H.   F.  Fish  proposed  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  late  Circular  of  Instructions,  from  the  treasury 
department,  is  in  our  opinion  a  useful  one,  although,  in  many  of  its 
provisions  defective,  and,  as  regards  many  articles,  calculated  to 
substitute  ineflectual  modes  of  determining  quality  for  a  sound  and 
intelligent  judgment  founded  on  their  physical  characters,  and  that 
this  circular  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  list  re- 
ported by  the  Committee. 

C.  B.  Guthrie  proposed  to  strike  out  all  after  "  department "  and 
add — "be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Two,  just  appointed  to  be 
reported  upon,  with  such  amendments  as  they  deem  requisite,  at 
our  next  annual  meeting." 

The  amendment  and  resolution  as  amended  were  adopted. 

The  following  resolution,  [embodying  an  opinion  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Inspection  of  Drugs,]  was  offered,  and  after  much  discussion 
decided  negatively  : 

Pvcsolved,  That  we  believe  the  Drug  Law  was  never  designed  to 
fxclude  foreign  secret  or  quack  medicines  through  the  Custom 
House,  nor  do  we  believe  this  justifiable  however  desirable. 
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The  following  resolution  ollered  by  William  B.  Chapman  of  Cin- 
cinnati, was  adopted  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  session  of  this  Association  be 
held  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  at  such  time  as  may  be  fixed  upon  by  the 
Association. 

Charles  T.  Carney,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  being  recommended  by  the 
Committee  on  Credentials,  complied  with  the  rules,  and  was  consti- 
tuted a  member. 

Professor  Procter  offered  the  following  which  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  have  heard,  with  unfeigned  re- 
gret, of  the  death  of  Jonathan  Pereira,  M.  D,,  of  London  ;  and, 
as  one  of  the  most  distinguished  and  able  Pharmacologists  of  his 
age,  we  esteem  his  death  a  serious  loss  to  the  cause  of  Pharmaceutical 
and  Medical  Science. 

Jos.  Laidley  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  amended  with  his 
consent  so  as  to  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  shall 
be  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  July,  1854,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

It  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Wm.  W.  Goodwin,  and  Peter  J.  Hazzard,  were  now  constituted 
members  by  signing  the  Constitution  and  paying  the  annual  contri- 
bution. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  for  membership  J.  B. 
Lane,  of  Fitchburg,  and  A.  S.  Jones,  of  Newburyport,  Mass.,  and 
they  also  being  present,  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Constitution. 

Joseph  Laidley  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider 
the  feasibility  of  forming  a  benevolent  fund  for  the  relief  of  such 
members  of  this  Association  as  may  need  its  aid ;  and  if  they  con- 
sider it  feasible,  that  they  recommend  such  means  for  raisin<i;,  and 
rules  for  governing,  the  proposed  fund,  as  they  may  deem  suitable, 
and  report  to  the  next  annual  meeting. 

A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the  negative,  and 
the  resolution  was  lost. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Sale  of  Poisons,  being  now 
taken  up,  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  were  embodied 
in  the  form  of  resolutions  by  its  Chairman.  A  motion  was  made  to 
lay  them  on  the  table,  and  lost.  They  were  discussed  by  several 
members. 

An  amendment  proposed  by  C.  A.  Smith,  to  substitute  the  word 
arsenic  [ov  popular  poisojis,  was  adopte<l. 

Thomas  Res'ieaux.  of  Boston,  moved  they  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned.    It  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  on  the  resolutions  being  taken,  ihey  were  adopted, 
as  follows: 
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Resolved,  That  this  Association,  in  view  of  the  loose  manner  in 
^vhich  the  sale  of  arsenic  is  conducted  in  this  country,  earnestly 
recommend  to  the  pharmaceutical  bodies,  where  these  exist,  and 
to  druggists  and  pharmaceutists  in  general  in  other  places,  that  the 
several  Legislatures  in  those  States  where  no  law  on  Ihe  subject 
exists,  be  petitioned  to  pass  laws  confining  the  sale  of  this  poison 
to  apothecaries,  druggists,  and  physicians,  or  to  such  other  persons 
as  shall  be  specially  licensed  by  law,  who  shall  be  required  to  keep 
a  record  of  such  sales.  That  such  sales  shall  not  be  made  to  minors 
or  servants  unless  they  be  properly  authorized  by  a  written  order 
from  a  responsible  person.  That  all  packages  or  bottles  shall  be 
distinctly  labelled  with  the  name  of  the  poison,  and  the  word  poison 
prominently  marked  on  it;  and  finally,  that  any  sale  of  arsenic 
followed  by  accident,  in  which  these  precautions  have  been  ne- 
glected, be  considered  a  misdemeanor  punishable  by  legal  process." 

C,  B.  Guthrie  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  pub- 
lish and  circulate  a  circular  address  to  druggists  and  apothecaries, 
announcing  the  time  of  our  next  meeting,  the  objects  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, terms  of  membershij),  and  such  other  information  as  they 
deem- requisite  to  ensure  a  full  attendance  upon  its  sittings. 

Thomas  Farringtou  was  now  constituted  a  member,  by  signing 
the  Constitution,  his  contribution  having  been  previously  paid. 

The  following  communication  was  introduced  by  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  of  last  year,  and,  on  motion  of  C.  B.  Guthrie,  referred 
to  the  present  Corresponding  Secretary  to  reply  thereto. 

To  Prof.  William  Procter,  Jr.,  Currcspondhig  Secretary,  ^-c. 

Dear  ?ir  :  At  the  thirJ  annual  meeting  of  the  Illinois  State  Medical  So- 
ciety, held  at  Chicago,  June  7th  lo  10th,  1853,  the  undersigned  was  appoint- 
ed a  Committee  to  transmit  to  ihe  National  Phairaaceutical  Convention  the 
following  resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Drugs  and  Medicines, 
and  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Society. 

Resolved,  That  the  Illinois  State  Meilical  Society  have  learned  with  much 
pleasure  of  the  institution  of  the  Natiotial  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and 
would  hereby  express  a  desire  and  intention,  as  far  as  may  be,  to  co-operafe 
with  the  laudable  exertions  of  that  body  in  "  the  advancement  of  pharma- 
ceutical knowledge,  and  the  elevation  of  "the  professional  character  of  apothe- 
caries and  druggists  in  the  United  Slates."' 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  earnestly  recommend  to  the  drugcrisis  and 
apothecaries  in  Illinois,  that,  as  far  as  circumstances  will  admit,  they  form 
among  thetnselves  pharmaceutical  societies  to  enable  them  to  act  in  the 
most  efficient  manner  as  adjuvants  to  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion, in  the  work  of  elevation  and  reform  of   their  profession. 

Resolved,  Thalthis  Society  adopt  cordially  the  followin<>;two  '•  resolutions" 
of  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Convention,  held  at  Philadelphia.  October 
6th,  185-2,  viz:  "  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  the  law 
a'iainst  the  iiTiportation  of  adulterated  drugs,  chemicals,  and  medicinal  pre- 
parations has  already  effected  much  good  by  excluding  large  quantities  of  in- 
ferior drugs  fro.ai  the  market.     R^^solveil,  That,  inasmuch  as  the  usefulness 
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of  the  law  will  be  proportional  lo  the  ability  and  conscientious  discharge  of 
duty  ill  Examiners,  that  this  convention  shall  respectfully  and  earnestly  rep- 
resent to  thea(ipointin£;  powtr  the  cardinal  importance  of  preventing  the  re- 
moval of  qualified  Kxaminers  on  mere  political  grounds." 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  one  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  correspond 
with  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  co-opprate  with  lliat 
body  in  carrying  into  effect  the  spirit  of  the  last  quoted  resolution. 

The  nndersiiined  was  appointed  the  Committee  under  the  last  resolution, 
and  would  respectfully  express  his  readiness  to  co-operate  with  the  Associa- 
tion in  any  manner  they  may  suggest  as  most  expedient  to  effect  the  obj^'ct 
referred  to.  Please  present  the  above  to  the  Association,  if  it  should  reach 
you  in  time,  and  believe  me 

Yours  very  truly, 
[Signed]  James  V.  Z.  Blaney. 

Vice  Presitlent  George  D.  Cogcjeshall  in  the  chair. 

The  following  resolution  was  offerecl  by  II.  T.  Cummings; 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  lo  publish 
a  large  edition  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention,  including  the 
reports  and  all  the  accompanying  documents;  distribute  it  exten- 
sively over  the  country  at  the  expense  of  the  Association,  and  file  in 
the  hands  of  each  of  the  Colleges  and  Associations  here  represented 
a  sufficient  number  of  copies  for  preservation  and  future  use. 

This  was  put  to  vote,  and  lost. 

A  motion  was  made  directing  it  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Executive  CoiTimittee,  what  papers  introduced  in  connection  with 
the  proceedings  shall  be  published.     This  was  lost. 

It  was  on  motion  resolved  to  take  up  the  various  reports  rnd 
docuinents  on  file,  with  a  view  to  determine  whether  they  shall  or 
.shall  not  be  ])ublished. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  on  motion  referred 
for  publication.  The  statistical  reports  introduced  by  that  Com- 
mittee were  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  year  to 
publish  so  much  as  may  seem  to  them  best. 

A  motion  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Inspection  of 
Drugs,  without  the  list  accompanying  it,  should  be  referred  for 
publication,  was  lost. 

On  motion  it  was  Resolved,  that  so  much  of  Dr.  Bailey's  letter  as 
relates  to  statistical  information  with  regard  to  the  importation  of 
drugs,  be  published. 

On  motion  it  was  Resolved,  that  Dr.  James  V.  Z.  Blaney's  letter 
be  published. 

On  motion,  the  report  on  the  Sale  of  Poisons  was  referred  hv 
publication. 

On  motion  it  was  Resolved,  that  the  samples  of  medicinal  herbs 
of  home  growth,  prepared  for  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Phar- 
macy, and  by  them  exhibited  to  this  Association,  indicates  an  im- 
provement in  the  preparation  of  this  class  of  medicines,  highly 
commendable. 
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The  President  resumed  the  chair. 

Tlie  following  was  ofTered  by  C.  A.  Smith,  and  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  our  Committee  on  Pharmaceutical  Education  be 
requested  to  report  at  our  next  annual  meeting  on  the  expediency 
of  endeavoring  to  obtain  such  Congressional  action  as  would  compel 
all  Special  Examiners  of  drugs  and  medicines  to  be  either  graduates 
of  pharmacy,  or  to  receive  a  certificate  of  qualification  for  such 
office  from  some  College  of  Pharmacy  recognised  as  such  by  this 
Association. 

A  letter  received  through  George  D.  Coggeshall  from  John  Mea- 
kim,  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  local  formulae,  was  read  ;  and 
on  motion  of  Joseph  Laidley,  the  following  resolution  in  relation 
thereto  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  of  Mr.  Meakim,  in  reference  to  securing 
uniformity  in  the  preparation  of  unofficinal  compounds  be  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee,  with  instructions  to  request  the  for- 
warding to  them  of  such  local  formulee  as  pharmaceutists  may  wish 
to  communicate. 

H.  F.  Fish  moved  the  following,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  be  presented  to  the 
President  and  Secretary,  for  the  able  and  impartial  manner  in  which 
they  have  discharged  the  duties  of  their  offices. 

Professor  Procter  moved  the  following  which  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  those  members  of  the  x^ssociation  who  are  stran- 
gers in  Boston,  do  express  their  warm  sense  of  the  kindness  and 
courteous  treatment  they  have  received  from  the  members  of  the 
Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy. 

On  motion,  it  was  voted  that  the  Recording  Secretary  be  in- 
structed to  have  the  book  containing  the  Constitution  and  Code  of 
Ethics,  and  the  signaturcb'  thereto,  enlarged,  fully  bound,  and  let- 
tered. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Correspondents  agreeably 
to  section  2,  article  6,  of  the  Constitution,  for  one  year,  viz  : 

MAINK.  PENNSYLVANIA. 

S.  W.  Blanchard,  M.D.,  Yarmouth,  L.  Wilcox,  Jr.,  Pittsburg, 

Frederick  Robie,  M.D.,  Biddeford,  Wm.  G.  Baker,  Lancaster, 

S.  R.  Byram,  Eastport.  F.  R.  Smith,  M.D.,  Bellefonte, 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE.  H.  P.  Swaitz,  Alleghany  Cily. 
Geo.  L.  Dearborn,  Great  Falls.  Maryland. 

NEW  YORK.  A.  J.  Lowndes,  Baltimore. 
A.  J.  Mathews,  Buffalo,  vir(;inia. 

Wm.  Bristol,  Utica.  Jas.  B.  Campbell,  Portsmouth, 

NEW  JERSEY.  James  Baker,  Wheeiinji, 

Wm.  J.  Allinson,  Burlington,  R.  H.  Stabler,  M.D.,  Alexandria, 

P.  V.  Coppuck,  Mount  Holly,  J,is.  Cooke,  M.D  ,  Fredericksburg, 

J.  D.  James,  Trenton.  C.  A.  Santo?,  Norfolk. 
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DISTRICT   OF  cor,rMr.iA. 
Dr.  R.  S.  Patterson,  Washington. 

NOETd    CAROLINA. 

S.  J.  Hinsdale,  Fayette. 

SOUTH    CAROLINA. 

VV.  L.  Cleveknci,  Charleston. 

GEORGIA. 

R.  Battpy,  Rome, 

W.  W.  Lincoln,  Savannah, 

U.  B.  Plumb,  Atigiista. 

FLORIDA. 

E.  Barnard,  Jr.,  Tallahassee. 

ALABAMA. 

]\rr.  Gatps,  IMobile, 

Mr.  Thciss,  Montgompry. 

1IIS-IS.SIPPI. 

Dr.  Emanuel,  Vicksburg, 
C.  A.  Moore,  Jackson. 


J.  H.  Tilghman,  New  Orleans. 
A.  E.  Rchard^,  Plaquemin. 

TE.NNESSKE. 

Dr.  R.  O.  Ciirrey,  Nashville, 
Mr.  Strong,  Knnxville. 

KENTtCKY. 

George  R.  Miller,  Louisville, 
J.  Morton  Morris,  Louisville, 
Mr.  Barkers,  Georgetown. 

MISSOURI. 

G.  T.  Chamberlain,  St.  Louis. 

ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  Reed,  Chicago. 

INDIANA. 

Robert  Browning,  Indianapolis, 
John  T.  Plummer.  M.D.,  Richmond, 
John  T.  Wall,  M.D  ,  Terre  Haute. 

CALIFORNIA. 

G.  L.  Simmons,  Sacramento. 


On  motion  of  T.  Restieaux,  the  vote  approvini^  the  minutes  of 
ypsterday  was  reconsidered,  and  the  Secretary  allowed  to  make  an 
alteration  in  the  minutes  of  the  morning  session,  which  alteration 
was  adopted. 

The  entire  rninutes  were  finally  read,  and  by  vote  adopted. 

The  Convention,  at  about  3  o'clock,  finally  a(Jjourned  to  meet  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  July,  1854,  at  11  o'clock 
A.  M. 

(Signed)  Edward  Parrish, 

Recording  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX 


Report  of  the  Massack  isetts  College  of  Pharmacy,  in  relation  to  the  Statistics 
of  New  England. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  offered  in  the  National 
Convention,  by  Edward  Parrish,  Esq.,  for  the  purpose  of  oblaininf;  statisti- 
cal and  other  information,  for  the  use  of  the  Convention,  woukl  Report, 

That  alter  duly  considering  the  importance  of  the  subject,  they  were 
somewhat  perplexed  as  to  the  form  of  questions  necessary  in  order  to  obtain 
the  desired  information,  as  well  as  to  what  inducements  shoulil  be  offered 
to  such  as  would  collect  and  forward  the  same.  They  concluded  to  issue 
circulars,  proposing  numerous  questions  that  would  admit  of  definite  answers, 
and  solicited  such  remarks  as  parties  felt  disposed  to  make. 

Such  circulars  being  prepaied,  (a  copy  of  which  is  appended  to  this  re- 
port.) were  sent  to  one  or  more  persons  in  every  town  in  New  Kngland,  and 
a  record  of  their  names  preserved,  as  well  as  a  record  of  those  from  whom 
answers  were  obt. lined. 

Your  Committee  are  pleased  in  being  able  to  say  that  numerous  answers 
were  received,  containing  much  valuable  information  ;  but  they  have  found 
it  impossible  to  make  a  reliable  tabular  summary,  but  have  made  one  to  the 
be.st  of  their  ability,  which  thej'  submit  in  the  appendi.v  to  the  report. 

'I'he  First  question  proposed  in  the  National  Convention,  to  wit,  "  How 
many  apothecaries  and  druggists  are  there  in  each  of  the  principnl  cities  and 
toxons  of  the  United  SlatesV — may  be  answered  by  stating,  that  from  the 
best  information  that  could  be  obtained,  in  thickly  settled  villages,  a  popu- 
lation of  three  thousand  inhabitants  usually  supportsone  regular  apothecary  ; 
a  town  of  si.x  thou-sand  will  support  three;  and  in  cities  of  ten  thousand 
and  upwards,  the  proportion  is  one  apothecary  to  every  fifteen  hundred.  In 
towns  and  villages  of  less  population  than  three  thousand,  thinly  settled,  the 
trade  is  divided  between  the  practising  physicians  and  the  general  traders; 
and  in  all  places  where  the  population  is  less  than  si.\  thousand,  the  general 
traders  who  sell  medicines  will  average  eis-ht  to  one  apothecary. 

To  the  Second  question,  '^  What  organization  exists,  ifc?"  \ve  reply  that 
Ave  can  learn  of  but  one  in  New  England,  (the  Massachusetts  College  of 
Pharmacy,)  except  the  imperfect  one  in  Connecticut,  which  sent  a  repre- 
sentative last  year  to  the  National  Convention.  We  learn,  however,  that 
attempts  are  being  made  to  organize  Pharmaceutical  Associations  in  the 
States  of  Vermont  and  Connecticut.  In  consequence  of  their  being  no  other 
organization,  the  Massachu.setts  College  are  offerinL;  to  extend  its  opera- 
tion throughout  New  England,  in  the  hope  of  beiiefitling  the  profession 
where  the  number  of  Pharmaceutists  is  too  small  to  su.slain  an  Association. 
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The  Third  question  is,  "  IIoiu  far  is  the  business  of  dispensing  medicines 
separated  from  the  office  of  prescribin<r  ?" 

In  most  places  where  the  population  is  sufficient  to  support  one  or  more 
regular  apothecaries,  the  bu&iness  is  cenernlly  separated.  But  in  small  towns, 
physicians  generally  carry  their  medicines  in  practising  out  of  the  villages. 
And  in  many  of  the  large  towns,  where  physicians  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
furnishing  medicines  before  good  apolliecaries  were  established,  they  still 
continue  to  do  so;  which  practice  operates  greatly  against  apothecaries 
acquiring  that  proliciency  in  the  science  and  art  of  tlieir  profe.>sion,  which 
would  be  promoted  by  proper  encouragement  from  physicians,  to  the  advan- 
tage of  both,  as  well  as  to  the  public  at  large.  There  is  also  quite  a  large 
class  of  persons  who  practice  medicine  in  cities,  who  keep  an  office,  and 
prepare  and  sell  the  medicines  they  prescribe. 

To  the  Fifth  question,  "  Are  there  any  Stale  Laws  for  the  protection  of  the 
interests  of  the  profession  of  Pharmucy,  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing 
Empyricism,  or  in  reference  to  the  sale  of  poisons? — we  reply,  there  are  no 
laws  to  protect  the  interests  of  Pharmacy,  and  no  appropriations  have  ever 
been  made  by  any  of  the  New  England  States  in  aid  of  the  profession  that 
we  can  learn  of. 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  suppress  empyricism  by  legal  means, 
which  has  always  proved  abortive.  A  very  stringent  law  was  passed,  how- 
ever, in  Maine,  a  few  years  since,  (no  opposition  being  made  to  it,)  but  so 
objectionable  that  no  practical  advantage  was  ever  derived. 

Owing  to  the  imperfection  of  the  returns,  your  Committee  are  unable  to 
give  satisfactory  information  as  to  the  number  of  giadnates  from  the 
Schools  of  Pharmacy,  but  they  should  judge  the  number  not  to  exceed  six. 
A  number  of  apothecaries,  however,  have  attended  lectures  on  Materia 
Medica.  Pharmacy,  &c.,  but  a  mucli  larger  portion  of  the  dealers  in  medi- 
cine have  received  such  instruction  in  their  education  as  physicians. 

Your  Committee  find  that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  larger  cities, 
there  are  more  physicians  engaged  in  the  sale  of  inedicines,  than  there  are 
of  regular  apothecaries.  We  also  find,  that  an  amount  equal  to  the  half  of 
all  medicines  sold,  is  sold  in  the  shape  of  nostrums,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
returns. 

We  are  not  able  to  report  satisfactorily  to  the  amount  of  Botanic  Medi- 
cines sold.  As  this  branch  of  the  trade  has  undergone  considerable  change 
within  a  few  years;  what  was  then  confined  to  a  few  herbs  and  simples,  now 
embraces  a  wide  range  of  vegetable  medicines.  Indeed,  the  present 
'•  Eclectic  Si/sfem,"  bidsfair  to  annihilate  the  old  Thompsonian  practice.  The 
practitioners  of  this  school  place  but  comparatively  few  of  our  officinal  arti- 
cles under  theii  ban, — and  these  mostly  corrosive  poisons, — while  they  are 
introducing  new  vegetaVile  preparations,  (Alkaloids,  so  called.)  If  we 
understand  the  term  "  Eclectic''  in  the  sense  they  use  it,  we  may  soon  ex- 
pect to  see  them  educated  into  the  regular  practice. 

**»«♦***• 

The  United  States  Pharmacopccia,  or  Wood  &  Bache's  Dispen.=!atory  are 
nsed  as  standard  authority.  Although  all  the  answers  affirm  that  the  offici- 
nal weights  are  used  in  compounding  medicines,  we  cainiot  but  think  that 
the  Avoirdupois  is  often  used  as  the  officinal  standard. 

The  suppression  of  empyricism  has  always  been  a  subject  of  deep  thought, 
speculation,  and  often  active  exertion  by  the  belter  educated  Pharmaceutists 
and  physicians;  but  little  progress,  however,  has  been  made  toward  the 
result.  As  far  as  the  sale  of  nostrums  is  concerned,  we  know  of  no  better 
means  for  its  suppression,  than  ;in  eleva'ed  standard  of  Pharmaceutical 
education,  and  a  higher  appreciation  by  the  public  of  educated  and  honora- 
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"Pf^nsers;  for  we  find  it  almost  universal,  tliat  reputable  Apothecaries 
t  n^commeiid  nostrums  to  their  custonners,  but  rather  discourage  llie 
f  them, 
of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

(Signed.)  Samuel  M.  Colcord, 

\Vm.   a.  Brewer, 
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[In  looking-  at  this  table,  it  must  be  understood  ihat  in  even  Maine  and 
Massachusetts  only  a  part  of  the  towns  are  included,  and  in  the  four  other 
Stales,  but  a  small  part  responded  to  the  circular  of  the  Massachusetts  Col- 
ieire.  As  in  most  instances,  the  cities  are  not  included,  antl  .sometimes 
when  included  nave  but  partial  returns,  the  l^recufa'c  Committee  have  deemed 
it  best  at  pretsent  to  <iive  the  condensed  answers  to  only  a  part  of  the  que- 
ries which  are  most  interesting.] 


D. 

Report  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  in  answer  to  the  request  of  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Convention  of  1852,  regarding  ike  Pharmaceutical 
Statistics  of  Pennsylvania. 

[The  great  length  of  this  document  has  compelled  the  E.vecutive  Commit- 
tee to  abiidue  it,  yet,  in  doing  this,  they  have  enileavored  to  convey,  as 
fully  as  po.ssible,  the  ideas  suggested  in  the  report,  and  its  language  ] 

The  Committee  addressed  a  circular  to  individuals  in  various  parts  of  the 
Slate,  embodyintf  the  cjueries  of  the  Convention,  and  obtained  answers  from 
nineteen  counties,  exclusive  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  of  which  we  make 
a  separate  report.  The  population  of  the  State  may  now  be  estimated  at 
2,062,900.  It  is  divided  into  63  counties.  Our  report  embraces  but  a  small 
proportion  of  these,  but  the  sources  of  our  information  being  widely  distri- 
buted, may  form  the  basis  of  a  fair  estimate  of  the  condition  of  the  whole. 

1st.  Of  Numbers.  The  followinir  table  embraces  a  general  view  of  the 
number  of  druggists  in  the  counties  heard  from,  of  general  storekeepers  who 
deal  in  drugs,  &c.  : 
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Washington, 

In  the  ascendant. 
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'< 
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York, 

"                 " 

12 

all. 
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1                                                      ^^^ 

855,092|l  to    6151 

From  these  data,  we  estimate  the  whole  number  of  drugpists  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, exclusive  of  Philadelphia,  at  334.  The  general  storekeepers  in  the 
rural  districts  mostly  sell  medicines,  and  the  e.xtent  of  this  branch  of  their 
trade  is  usuallv  regulaled  by  the  sparseness  of  population  and  newness  of 
settlement,  although,  in  Lancaster  county,  we  are  informed  by  \Vm.  G. 
Baker,  "the  sale  of  medicines  by  storekeepers  is  so  extensive  as  to  awaken 
a  feeling  in  favor  of  Legislative  action  to  prevent  any  but  apothecaries  and 
physicians  from  selling  them."  That  , this  creat  county,  with  100000  in- 
habitants and  several  large  towns,  should  have  but  16  druggists,  indicates 
that  the  .«upply  of  medicines,  except  those  furnished  by  physicians  in  their 
visits  to  the  sick,  must  be  derived  mainly  from  country  storekeepers  and 
from  pedlars,  who,  without  a  local  habitation  or  a  responsible  name,  may 
palm  off  upon  the  ignoiant  and  unsuspecting,  such  low  priced  and  inferior 
medicines  as  it  suits  their  interest  to  supply.  Dr.  Franklin  R.  Smiih,  of 
Centre  county,  very  properly  says,  --That  the  first  step  to  improvement  is, 
that  storekeepers  in  boroughs  and  towns  shall  relinquish  the  sale  of  drugs; 
medicine  is  merchandise,  and  somahing  more  ;  to  sell  it  in  a  common  country 
store  is  to  make  it  merchandise  only."  The  extent  to  which  the  drug  busi- 
ness is  connected  with  other  branches  of  trade,  varies  much.  In  Blair 
county  there  is  cue  "regular"  druggist,  five  who  also  sell  confectionery, 
be.sides  fourteen  who  sell  dru^s,  with  dry  goods,  etc.  These  co)7/cc//o-drug2ists 
are  perhaps  not  widely  different  from  some  city  apothecaries.  Dr.  Confer, 
of  that  county,  informs  us  that,  in  his  locality,  the  drug  business  "  has  been 
connected  till  lately  with  the  liquor  business,  and  more  of  this  article  has 
been  vended  in  drug  stores  than  in  all  the  hotels  in  Holiidaysburg."  It  may 
be  proper  to  adopt  the  general  conclusion,  that,  in  Pennsylvania,  out  of  the 
chief  towns,  the  dru^^  business  is  so  imperfectly  separated  from  general  trade, 
that  its  votaries,  with  few  exceptions,  have  not  those  common  aims  and 
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kintlred  ties  upon  which  we  rely  to  draw  together  and  elevate  to  a  higher 
standard  the  druggists  and  apothecaries  of  our  country. 

To  Piitsburizh  we  have  ventured  to  look  with  interest,  a?  a  city  eminently 
qualified  to  take  a  leading  position  in  the  profession  of  pharmacy.  Its  popu- 
lation is  now  about  60.000.  Including  Alleghany  City,  it  contains  forty 
(Iriigsists  and  apothecaries,  many  of  whom  do  a  larae  prescription  business. 
Of  this  number,  are  there  not  asufbcient  nnmber  of  reputable  and  earnest 
men  to  form  a  successful  organization  ? 

In  Lancaster,  we  are  informed,  an  attempt  at  organization  was  made  some 
years  ago,  but  failed  on  account  of  undue  jealousies  and  rivalries. 

•2d.  Of  Relations  with  Physicians.  In  the  rural  distri>-ls  of  Tennsylvania, 
physicians  almost  invariably  furnish  medicines  lo  their  patients.  In  some 
cases  this  is  unavoidable;  in  others,  it  is  most  unjust  and  injurious  to  the 
intere.sts  of  pharmacy.  In  Lancaster  City,  which  supports  eight  druggists, 
including  several  accomplished  pharmaceutists,  physicians  generally  com- 
pound and  furnish  their  own  medicines,  thus  depriving  apothecaries  of  the 
most  profitable  part  of  their  legitimate  business,  and  depriving  the  public  of 
the  services  of  men  specially  educated  for  these  duties.  In  l-^eading,  Berks 
county,  with  a  population  of  more  than  16,000,  and  nine  druiigists  and  apo- 
thecaries, medical  men  continue  to  keep  and  supply  medicines  themselves. 
In  Danville,  Eastnn,  Chambersburg,  Lewistown,  Chester,  and  some  other 
places,  the  physicians  occasionally  issue  prescriptions  to  the  apotliecary, 
but  in  ihe  greater  portion  of  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  State,  we  believe 
it  is,  as  our  correspondent  quaintly  asserts  of  VVasliington  county,  "  the  phy- 
sicians are  as  far  from  thinking  of  sending  prescriptions,  as  it  is  from  here  to 
Sir  .lohn  Franklin.'' 

3d.  Standard  of  education  and  general  professioncd  character.  There  is  a 
great  lack  of  pharmaceutical  knowledge  and  skill  throughout  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  Even  in  the  cities  and  large  towns  there  is  a  large  proportion 
of  unqualified  apothecaries,  but  in  the  remote  counties  the  ignorance  to  be 
found  among  those  who  deal  in  medicines  is  almost  incredible.  One  of  our 
correspondents  reports,  that  some  of  the  drug  dealers  "do  not  know  the 
difference  between  morphia  and  strychnia;"  and  another,  that  "nineteen 
in  twenty  of  those  who  deal  in  medicines  never  so  much  as  heard  of  the 
Pharmacopfcia."  Although  we  believe  these  remarks  apply  to  general 
dealers  rather  than  to  druggists  and  apothecaries,  yet  we  find  in  the  practice 
of  the  latter  as  reported  evidence  of  great  deficiencies.  About  one-third  of 
those  heard  from  do  not  employ  the  officinal  weights.  The  Dispen.satory 
appears  to  be  generally  employed  as  a  guid.e  in  practice.  Notwithstanding 
these  deficiencies,  the  druggists  as  a  class  are  far  before  the  general  dealers, 
and  was  the  distinction  better  under.stood  by  the  public,  and  advocated  by 
physicians,  nothing  would  so  elevate  the  standard  of  attainment  among  ihem 
as  that  kind  of  stimulus;  and  nothing  would  more  eflTectually  conduce  to  the 
success  of  the  physician  and  the  welfare  of  the  public  than  the  co-operation 
of  such  a  class  of  intelligent  and  etlcient  pharmaceutists  as  would  soon 
appear,  diil  a  higher  appreciation  of  knowledge  and  skill  in  pharmacy 
exist  among  physicians  and  the  public. 

One  reason  of  the  low  state  of  pharmacy  may  be  found  in  the  abundant 
prevalence  of  quackery,  and  irregular  practice  among  physicians.  Our  in- 
formation from  various  sources  leads  us  to  the  conclusion  ttiat  this  evil  is 
declining  since  the  extension  of  county  medical  societies.  In  Pittsburg  and 
Allegheny  county,  ''  Eclecticism,  Hom(Bopathy,  Hydropathy,  &c.,  are  on  the 
decline."  In  Lehigh  county,  where  the  "  Infinitesimal  System  was  intro- 
duced twenty  years  ago,  and  in  Norlhamplon  county,  it  has  greatly  fallen 
into  discredit ;  and  the  same  is  becoming  true  of  Armstrong,  Blair,  Indiana, 
and  Berks  counties,  whilst  in  a  few  localities  it  is  still  rampant,     la  Clarion 
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county,  there  are  twenty  quark  doctors  to  five  graduates,  and  cue  regular 
drusgist  in  a  population  of  25,921  persons. 

4th.  The  Sale  of  Poisons  is  not  in  this  State  regulated  by  law.  Druggists 
manifest  some  care  in  vending  poisons,  but  keep  no  record  of  sales.  Our 
correspondent,  JNlr.  Pomp,  of  Easton,  informs  us  that,  exclusive  of  prp.scrip- 
tions  and  physicians'  order.'^,  he  retails  half  a  gallon  of  laudanum  per  week. 
The  very  great  demantl  at  the  c:>unter  for  laudanum  must  have  often 
arrested  the  attention  of  apothecaries,  and  led  to  inquiries  as  to  the  uses 
made  of  it ;  and  where  it  is  found  to  be  taken  habituaJy  as  a  means  of  in- 
toxication, the  question  naturally  arises,  how  far  we  are  required  in  fulfillmg 
the  high  trust  reposed  in  us,  to  withhold  so  powerful  a  poison,  unless  it  is 
used  with  the  sanction  of  a  phy.sician  1 

5th.  Secret  nr  Quack  Medicines.  The  general  tenor  of  our  correspondence 
induces  the  belief  that  this  excrescence  upon  the  pharmaceutical  body  is  not 
generally  increasing.  In  one  locality  the  sale  is  said  to  be  more  tiian  ten 
years  ago,  but  less  than  during  the  '-Sarsaparilla  era,"  liniments,  pain  killers, 
&.C.,  beiiig  most  in  vogue.  In  some  counties,  the  sale  of  nostrums  has  in- 
creased in  proportion  to  the  country  store  drug  business,  and  waned  where 
druggists  are  locatetl.  The  mode  of  introducing  these  medicines  renders  it 
exceedingly  difhcult  for  physicians  and  apothecaries  to  arrest  their  progress. 
They  are  sent  by  peddling  agents  to  the  doors  of  the  farmer,  and.  as  we  are 
credibly  informed,  '■'■the  introducers  of  new  pills  icill  sell  a  single  box  at  re- 
viote  dwellings  on  a  year''s  credit.''  The  demand  thus  created  is  satisfied  by 
the  storekeeper,  and  often  by  the  diuggist. 

Our  State  is  not  without  many  honorable  instances  of  druggists  who  oppose 
the  gross  deception  and  imposture  piactised  upon  the  creilulous  pubhc  by 
the  manufacturers  and  venders  of  secret  medicines,  and  to  such  the  Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical  Association  should  extend  the  rii^ht  hand  of  fellowship, 
and,  having  reason  and  humanity  on  their  side,  should  bid  them  be  lirm  and 
confiding. 

We  have  received  from  an  esteemed  correspondent,  a  gentleman  of  edu- 
cation, who,  besides  being  a  graduate  of  medicine,  has  been  for  some  years 
zealous  in  the  study  and  practice  of  pharmacy,  a  circular  aimouncing  to 
physicians,  though  somewhat  vaguely,  the  composition  of  five  difTerent  pre- 
parations which  iie  makes  and  sells.  These  are  called  "  Rose  Pectoral," 
"Cream  of  Camphor,"  (for  external  use),  "Worm  Syrup,"  -'Tooth  Wash," 
and  "  Family  Pills."  As  far  as  appears,  they  are  gootl  remedies,  if  jucli- 
ciouslv  applied;  and  the  same  circular  contains  a  certificate,  sijined  by 
fifteen  physicians  resident  in  his  section  of  the  Stale,  approving  the  design 
and  recommending  the  medicines  as  worthy  of  patronage.  Now,  although 
these  medicines  were  specially  designed  to  be  presciibed  by  physicians, 
and  were  evidently  endorsed  by  res[.iectable  practitioners  under  tnat  im- 
pression, they  are  deposited  on  sale  in  distant  locations,  advertised  in  the 
papers  and  in  circulars,  with  certificates  of  cures,  and  the  other  necessary 
adjuncts  of  quackery.  Aware  of  the  difiiculiies  throvvn  in  the  way  of  the 
legitimate  practice  of  pharmacy  in  distant  localities,  which  are  overflowed 
by  quack  medicines,  \\e  should  be  loth  to  condemn  an  enterprise  of  this 
kind,  if  it  could  be  recommended  upon  any  just  principles  of  ethics ;  but  it 
must  be  apparent  that  there  is  no  real  difference  between  vending  medi- 
cines which  are  advertised  as  chjcs,  whether  the  recipes  be  retained  as  a 
profound  secret  by  the  maker,  or  be  published  to  physicians  in  such  terms 
as  forbid  the  preparation  being  made  by  another.  If  physicians  and  drug- 
gists recommend  such  for  the  purpose  of  superseding  the  ordinary  secret 
medicines,  they  fail  of  their  object,  while  they  lenil  their  aid  to  a  modified 
and  less  ofTensive,  ihouiih  more  insidious  form  of  quackery.  No  medicine 
can  escape  the  odium  of  quackery  which  is  offered  as  a  cure  for  any  disease^ 
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without  the  advice  of  a  competent  physician,  even  if  it  contain  on  its  label 
a  printed  formula  for  its  preparation,  much  less  one  whifh  is  rtcommended 
iis  containinij  certain  inaredients>  without  any  mention  of  their  proportions. 
Thus  much  your  Committee  have  ventured  to  offer  on  a  subject  of  engrossuig 
interest  to  pharmaceutists. 


Report  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

It  is  estimated  that  Philadelphia  novv  contains  about  480,000  inhabitants. 
The  municipalities  into  which  it  is  divided  are,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
report,  regarded  as  coiislitutins  one  city. 

1st.  Of  the  iwmber  of  Apothecaries  and  Druggists.  There  are  three 
hnndred"'and  thirty-one  wholesale  and  retail  drug  stores  and  chem.ical  and 
pharmaceutical  manufactories,  as  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Kind  of  stores. 

By  whom  kept. 

Total  Numbers. 

Members  or    Gradu 
a:es  of    College  of 
Pharmacucy. 

Neither       GraduDtes 
nor     Men.bers    of 
College  nor  M.  D.s 

Pncliiing 
M.  U.S. 

Total. 

Proportion  to  ths 
Ijopulaiion. 

1.  Retail  or    Pre-  ( 
scription.               ^ 

1 

52            '          165 

57 

274 

lin  1719 

2.   General  whole-  ( 
sale  and  jobbing.  ^ 

20           ;           23 

43 

.'^.    Drus    broking  i 

and    selling    by  i 

4                         5 

9 

packages.             ) 

A.    Chemical    and  i 

Pharm'l    manu-  { 

4           I              1 

5 

factories.              \ 

80           1         194 

57 

331 

1  in  1450 

In  the  above  classification  there  are  a  few  discrepancies  owing  to  the 
fact  that  some  retailers  occasionally  do  jobbing;  and  some  few  of  the 
wholesale  stores  practice  extemporaneous  pharmacy  to  some  extent.  The 
business  of  the  3d  class  is  confined  to  original  packages.  The  chemical 
and  pharmaceutical  manufactories  produce  almost  or  quite  exclusively 
medicinal  preparations. 

'I'heie  are  besides  the&e.numerous  chemical  manufactories,  which  produce 
chemicals  chieily  used  in  the  arts,  eighteen  stores  established  for  the 
exclusive  sale  of  quack  medicines,  some  in  wliich  a  single  article  is  made 
and  sold)  others  where  several  are  made,  and  a  third  class  in  which  a  regular 
assortment  of  nostrums  is  kept,  either  with  or  without  a  stock  of  regular 
medicines.  There  are  also  three  "homoeopathic  pharmacies,"  and  "seven 
stores  devoted  exclusively  to  the  sale  of  herbs  and  "  eclectic"  medicines. 

2.  Of  the  Organization.  The  only  organization  of  druggists  and  apothe- 
caries m  Pennsylvania,  is  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  established 
March  l3lh,  18-31,  and  incorporated  in  1822.  This  institution  comprises  91 
resident  members,  of  whom  37  are  graduates  of  its  school,  and  the  others 
{•enerally  respectable  druggists  and  apothecaries,  who  were  established  in 
business  before  the  College  was  founded,  and  some  of  them  its  originators. 
The  proportion  of  members  of  the  College  and  of  graduates  not  members, 
eniraged  in  the  diirerent  branches  of  the  business  in  Philadelphia,  is  shown 
in  the  following  table. 
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Description  of  Business. 

Members 

Graduates 

not 
Members. 

Graduates 

and 
Members. 

Number   of 
persons  in  til. 
business  in 
Philad.lphia 

I'ropoilion  of 
members   and 
Graduale.s    to 
while  num- 
bers. 

Ketail  or  prescription      . 
Generjil     wholesale    and  1 

jobbing ( 

Drug  broking  and  selling  ( 

by  package   .     .     .     .  ^ 
Chemical     and    pharma-  ( 

ceiitical  manufactories  \ 
Medical  Practitioners 
Clerks  or  employees  .     . 
Removed  or  given  up  bu-  ( 

siness J 

41 

22 

3 

2 

C 
5 

10 

14 
7 
1 
3 

1 
8 

55 

20 

4 

7 
13 

2U0 
84 

U 

S 

1  in  5} 

i  in  3 

1  in  3 
1  in  2 

91       1       3-1       1      113 

393 

1  in  3i 

The  College  owns  the  Hall,  in  which  its  nrieetiiigs  aiul  lectures  are  held, 
which  cost  with  the  lot  SIS, 000.  The  Board  of  I'nisiees,  consisting  of  the 
officers  of  the  College  and  si.xteen  members  elected  aniinally.  are  intrusted 
with  the  management  of  its  concerns.  The  operations  of  the  Institution  may 
be  enumerated  as  follows: 

1st.  The  School  of  Pharmacy,  in  which  there  are  three  professors  teaching 
severally  Materia  Medica,  Chemistry  and  I harmacy  to  an  aveiage  class  in  the 
last  four  years  of  76  stuilents,  many  of  wiiom  are  apprenticed  with  the  mem- 
bers. The  whole  number  of  matriculants  in  the  scliool  since  its  commence- 
ment, is  1.314,  and  the  number  of  graduates  203,  many  of  whom  are  located 
in  various  parts  of  the  Union. 

2d.  Tlie  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  published  bi-monthly,  and  con- 
taining besides  selected  matter  from  other  journals,  a  large  number  of  origi* 
nal  contributions  from  American  Pharmaceutists  and  chemists,  has  now 
reached  its  25th  volume. 

3d.  The  Fharmaceulical  Meetings  held  monthly  during  the  winter  season, 
at  which  subjects  of  a  scientific  and  professional  character  are  discussed  in 
a  familiar  and  informal  manner. 

4th.  The  library  and  cabinets  which  although  not  now  rendered  as  eAlensive- 
ly  useful  as  they  are  capable  of  being,  should  not  be  overlooked. 

5th.  The  Committee  on  the  preparation  ami  publication  of  Latin  labels,  and 

6th.  The  Register  kept  by  authority  of  the  College  for  apprentices,  assist- 
ants and  employers,  wanting  situations  or  needing  assistance,  to  consult. 

3d.  Relations  ivitk  Physicians.  Physicians  in  Philadelphia  almost  univer- 
sally issue  written  prescriptions,  and  in  general  a  good  degree  of  comity  and 
professional  etiquette  is  observed  between  them  and  pharmaceutists. 

The  County  Medical  Society  and  the  College  of  Pharmacy  have  inrormally 
adopted  a  code  of  ethics  for  the  government  of  their  members  in  professional 
intercourse,  and  this  has  been  generally  observed  by  their  members,  though 
little  respected  by  many  outside  of  those  bodies. 

Fifty-seven  physicians  keep  apothecary  stores,  generally  leaving  them  in 
the  hands  of  apprentices,  or  hired  assi.>tanls,  while  they  pursue  the  practice 
of  medicine.  This  evil  has  greatly  increased  within  a  few  years,  especially 
m  the  poorer  districts.  Il  is  frequently  adopted  by  the  young  practicioneV 
as  a  temporary  means  of  support  during  the  earlier  period  of  his  career  to  be 
abandoned  as  soon  as  his  practice  shall  becoine  remunerative.  A  few  jihy- 
sicians,  not  immediately  cormected  with  druir  stores,  have  arrangements  with 
one  or  two  apothecaries  in  their  neighboihoods,  who  put  up  all  their  prescrip. 
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lions  and  allow  lh<^m  a  discount,  said  to  be  30  per  cent,  on  the  amonnt  re- 
ceived, the  presciiptions  being  generally  of  the  most  prolitable  kind,  the  apo- 
thecary does  not  sult'ersogieallyas  he  otherwise  might.  This  species  of  (luack- 
eryissaid  to  be  conlinedto  a  few  in  the  suburbs,  although  favoritism,  founded 
upon  motives  of  interest,  is  not  unknown  to  physicians  of  a  higher  grade,  and 
is  most  unfavorable  in  its  effects  upon  th*^  business  of  many  of  our  most  re- 
spectable and  well  qualified  pharmaceutists. 

4lh.  Tk'i  slandard  of  education  and  general  character  of  apothecaries. — The 
average  standard  of  aUainment  among  Philadelphia  pharmaceutists  is  pro- 
bably^qnite  as  high  as  elsewhere,  and,  when  compared  with  20  years  ago, 
has  much  improved.  The  proportion  of  scientifically  educated  pliarmaceu lists 
is  small  compared  with  the  whole  number,  but  a  larire  majority  hi>.ve  been 
instructed  in  the  practical  details  of  the  business  to  a  sufficient  e.^tent  to  meet 
its  ordinary  requirements  satisfactorily. 

Great  evil  results  from  the  fact  that  some  young  men,  after  spending  a  few 
months  in  a  shop,  and  occupying  their  leisure  in  perusing  the  dispensatory, 
announce  themselves  as  qualified  assistants,  and  engage  under  circumstances 
unfavorable  to  their  continued  improvement  in  the  details  of  pharmacy,  and  to 
acquiring  those  habits  of  subordination  so  indispensible  to  a  pharmaceutical 
student.  ......  !.    , 

The  excessive  competition  among  pharmaceutists  in  this  city,  is  one  ot  the 
chief  obstacles  to  the  attainment  of  a  high  standard  of  knowledge  and  skill 
among  them.  There  are  retail  stores  in  this  city  in  which  the  whole  years' 
.xales  do  not  reach  SIOOO;  and  pdihaps  in  a  majority  of  the  whole,  the  an- 
nual^  receipts  ranee  from  S1500  to  S25(iO.  Few  energetic  and  well-educated 
5-oung  men  are  content  with  so  small  a  business ;  and,  as  a  consequence, 
store?  of  this  class,  are  too  frequently  kept  by  rather  inefficient  and  unam- 
bitious men,  or  are  owned  by  physicians,  as  has  been  before  siid. 

It  is  to  be  resretted.  that  the  small  cost  of  locating  a  store  of  the  kind  re- 
ferred to  should  operate  as  an  inducement  to  individuals  of  small  means  and 
little  capacity  to  take  upon  themselves  the  serious  responsibility  of  our  pro- 
fession ;  but  that  such  is  the  case  cannot  be  disguised.  In  their  hard  strug- 
^\es  to  earn  a  livelihood,  it  is  not  surprising  that  such  persons  should  resort 
To  many  degrading  and  dishonest  t'icks  of  trade,  whi>-h  would  bring  discredit 
on  the  piof^s5ion°at  large,  were  it  not  known  that  the  mass  of  hiuh-minded 
and  honourable  pharmaceutists  utterly  repudiate  them.  It  is  not  merely  in 
ihe  multiplicaiion  of  this  lowest  class  of  pharmaceutical  shops  that  the  evils 
of  competiiion  are  seen.  The  compensation  paid  to  pharmacenlists  of  first 
rate  ability  is  by  no  means  commensurate  with  the  devotion  of  time,  know- 
led  "-e  and  skill  to  the  business.  Except  in  certain  limited  portions  of  the  city, 
tlie^prices  of  prescriptions  have  diminished  from  25  to  50  per  cent,  withm 
ten  years  pastj  and  the  regular  retail  prices  of  many  drugs  and  preparations 
have  suffered  a  similar  reduction,  even  in  the  best  localities.  To  this  re- 
duction of  profits,  is  to  be  tracetl,  in  part,  the  disposition  now  apparent  among 
our  apothecaries,  to  increase  the  variety  of  their  wares;  co  encroach  upon  the 
province  of  the  tobacconist,  the  confectioner,  and  the  dealer  in  fancy  goods; 
a  disposition  which,  although  in  itself  unobjectionable,  seems  to  imply  a  less 
elevated  view  of  the  true  mission  of  the  pharmaceutist,  a  less  clear  appre- 
ciation of  the  truly  liberal  and  scientific  character  of  his  profession. 

The  Rctad  Sale  of  Quack  Medicines  in  Philadelphia  has  not,  we  believe, 
inci eased  in  the  same  ratio  as  the  population.  Our  reason  for  this  is  that  so 
many  ap  >thecaries  are  disposed  to  co-operate  with  the  mass  of  the  medical 
prolession  in  discouraging  their  use.  An  intelligent  and  conscientious  oppo- 
sition on  the  part  of  the  great  body  of  pharmaceutists  cannot  fail  to  be  felt 
in  the  mitigation  of  this  crying  evil.  In  some  cases  this  opposition  may 
appi^ar  to  be^against  the  interest  of  the  pharmaceutist,  but  we  believe  it  will 
generally  be  found  to  open  his  way  to  a  wider  sphere  of  legitimate  business, 
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and  that  by  confining  himself  wiihin  the  recognized  precincts  of  professional 
propriety,  without  countenancins;  the  falsehood  and  imposture  so  inseparable 
from  the  quack  medicine  busines?,  he  may  rise  in  the  estimation  of  his 
honest  and  discriminating  neighbors  to  a  position  which  may  well  be  envied 
by  the  most  successful  charlatan.  We  have  here  numerous  instances  of  the 
successful  practice  of  pharmacy  uncontamiiialed  by  quackery,  attesting  the 
peculiar  application  to  our  responsible  profession  of  thosej  high  ethical 
principles  which  are  every  where  recognized  by  the  virtuous  and  the  good  ; 
showing  that  unswerving  integrity  and  adherence  to  a  high  standard  of  recti- 
tude are  more  sure  passports  to  permanent  success,  and  an  honorable  posi- 
tion, than  the  most  energetic  pursuit  of  wealth  by  the  employment  of  means 
not  sanctioned  by  the  highest  ethics  and  sustained  by  the  purest  morality. 

5th.  Laws  affecting  the  interests  of  Pharmacy.  The  only  law  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, which  your  Committee  are  aware  of,  bearing  upon  our  business,  is 
one  passed  by  the  legislature  in  1849,  for  increasing  the  revenue,  and  designed 
at  the  same  time  to  discourage  the  sale  of  nostrums.  Under  it,  the  most  ex- 
emplary apothecary,  if  he  even  keeps  Henry's  Magnesia  and  McMunn's 
Elixir,  is  taxed  as  a  vender  of  patent  medicines  according  to  the  amount  of 
his  sales,  and  being  thus  placed  in  the  same  category  with  the  quack  medi- 
cine vender,  is  tempted  to  pay  himself  by  increasing  his  assortment  of  the 
objectionable  articles.     The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Law,  viz. : 

"  In  addition  to  the  license  now  required  by  law  to  be  taken  out  by  venders 
of  merchandize,  all  manufacturers,  venders,  agents,  or  other  persons  (e.xcept 
regular  apothecaries  for  the  sale  of  simple  medicines,  the  prescriptions  of 
physicians,  and  the  compounds  of  the  Pharmacoposia  and  the  several  dis- 
pensatories of  the  United  States,)  engaged  in  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  any 
nostrums,  medical  compounds,  or  patent  medicines,  whether  pills,  powders, 
mixtures,  or  in  any  other  form  whatever,  shall  also  lake  out  from  the  proper 
city  or  county  treasurer  a  license  for  manufacturing,  vending,  hawking, 
peddling,  or  in  any  way  selling  such  nostrums,  medical  compounds  or  patent 
medicines.  All  such  venders  shall  be  classed  and  required  to  pay  annually 
to  the  use  of  the  commonwealth  for  their  respective  licenses,  as  follows,  viz. : 

''  Those  who  are  esteemed  and  taken  to  effect  annual  sales  to  the  amount 
of  $100,  and  not  exceeding  S200,  shall  constitute  the  fourth  class,  and  pay 
five  dollars.  Those  to  the  amount  of  $200,  and  not  exceeding  $500,  the 
third  class,  and  pay  $10.  Those  to  the  amount  of  $500  and  not  exceeding 
$1,000,  the  second  class,  $30.  Those  to  an  amount  exceeding$l,000,and  not 
exceeding  $2,000,  the  first  class,  $50.  Provided  that  those  who  are  esteemed 
to  sell  an  amount  exceeding  $2,000,  shall  pay  a  tax  of  $50,  and  3  per  cent, 
on  all  sales  exceeding  $2,000. 

"  Any  person  convicted  of  violating  the  provisions  of  the  above  shall  be 
fined  not  less  than  $50,  nor  more  than  $500,  for  each  offence  ;  one  half  for 
the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  one  half  to  the  person  who  shall  prose- 
cute such  offender." 

We  are  not  aware  that  the  above  law  has  operated  materially  to  suppress 
the  trade,  although  its  passage  was  dictated  by  the  best  motives,  and  we  are 
far  from  urging  its  repeal. 

(Signed,)  Edward  Parrish,  ^ 

William  Procter,  Jr.,  C  Committee. 
Ambrose  Smith.  j 
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Report  of  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Pharmacy^  in  answer  to  the  questions  pro- 
posed by  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Convention,  held  at  P hiladclphia,  Octo- 
ber, 1852. 

1st.  •''  How  many  Apothecarips  and  Dru^^gists  are  there  in  each  of  the  prin- 
cipal Cities  and  Towns  in  the  United  States]" 

In  Ohio,  the  whole  nunnber  is  531.  In  the  following  cities  and  towns, 
as  follows:  Cincinnati,  91  ;  Cleveland,  IG;  Chilicoihe,  03  Columbus,?;  Day- 
ton, 10;  Zanesville,  4;  Steubenville,  4. 

2d.  What  organization  exists  in  the  several  States,  and  what  is  the  num- 
ber of  their  members  as  compared  with  the  number  of  Druggists  and  Apo- 
thecal ies  in  the  localities  which  they  include  ? 

There  is,  as  far  as  we  are  informed,  oidy  one  regularly  organized  Associa- 
tion of  Pharmaceutists  in  the  State,  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Pharmacy, 
which  has  thirty  members,  or  one  in  three  of  the  Druggists  and  Apothecaries 
of  Cincinnati. 

.3d.  How  far  is  the  business  of  dispensing  medicines  separated  from  the 
office  of  prescribing  ? 

Almost  universally  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  and  in  the  State,  but  to  a 
limited  extent. 

4th.  Have  you  any  information  in  regard  to  the  practice  of  our  art,  and 
the  professional  character  of  its  practitioners  in  different  localities,  likely  to 
be  of  advantage  to  the  Association  in  promoting  the  objects  in  view? 

In  the  practice  of  our  art  there  is  evinced  a  disposition  by  our  druggists  to 
supply  themselves  with  a  belter  quality  of  medicines  generally.  And  in  the 
preparations  by  some,  a  more  strict  adherence  to  the  formula  of  the  United 
States  PharmacopoRia,  with  a  use  of  proper  weights,  than  was  the  practice  a 
few  years  ago.  Still,  we  regret  to  say  that  our  national  standard  is  not  as 
closely  adhered  to  as  it  should  be. 

We  would  also  state  that  there  has  been  brought  to  our  market  a  number 
of  sophisticated  and  spurious  articles.  A  few  have  come  under  our  own 
observation,  which  we  shall  mention,  viz:  glauber  salts,  crystallized  in  small 
crystals,  resembling  those  of  Epsom  salts,  and  sold  as  English  Epsom  salts; 
sulph.  lime,  for  precipitated  carbonate  of  lime;  opium,  containing  15  to  20  per 
cent,  of  pebbles,  shot.  &c.,  some  of  which  weighed  from  one  to  two  drachms; 
iodide  potass,  containing  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  of  impurities;  also,  pulv. 
cream  tartar,  largely  adulterated  with  alum,  sulph.  potass,  &c.  'i'he  past 
year,  large  quantities  of  the  exfoliated  bark  of  the  Platanus  Occidentalis 
(false  sycamore)  have  been  shipped  from  this  port,  probably  for  adulterating 
other  more  costly  medicines.  A  better  article  could  not  well  be  selected,  il 
beinsc  perfectly  mert,  inodorous,  tasteless,  and  cheap. 

5th.  Are  there  any  State  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  pro- 
fession of  pharmacy,  for  the  suppression  of  empyricism,  or  in  reference  to 
the  sale  of  Poisons  ? 

We  have  no  State  laws  governing  in  the  least  the  vending  of  patent  or 
secret  medicines,  or  for  the  suppression  of  empyricism.  In  the  winter  of 
1851-52,  a  law  was  enacted  by  the  State  Legislature,  to  prevent  the  pro- 
miscuous sale  of  poisons,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  submitted.  [See  page 
10  ]  As  far  as  we  are  aware,  it  has  been  inoperative,  owing  to  the  provisions 
of  the  law  being  too  general. 

Wm.  B.  Chapman,  President. 
A.  M.  Stevens,  Recording  Secretary. 
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G. 

Report  of  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy  on  the  statistics  of  that  City. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  to  aid  the  Executive  Committee,  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation, in  obtaining  statistics  of  the  state  of  pharmacy,  in  the  United  States, 
in  accordance  with  a  resohition  passed  by  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
vention, at  a  meeting  held  in  Philadelphia,  Oct.  G,  1852,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  answers,  to  the  questions  there  proposed,  as  applied  to  the  City 
of  New  York. 

1st.  According  to  the  canvass  of  the  City,  in  May,  of  the  presentyear,  for 
the  publication,  of  the  business  directory,  the  city  contains  273  apothecaries, 
51  wholesale  drug  houses,  and  29  analytical  and  manufacturing  chemists, 
making  about  353,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  medicines. 

2nd.  There  are  two  Pharmaceutical  Associations  at  present  existing  in  this 
city.  The  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  a  German  Society,  of  which  the  com- 
mittee have  not  received  any  particulars. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  druggists  and  apothecaries,  of  the  City  of  New  York 
held  on  the  I8th  jNIarch,  1829,  a  draft  of  a  Constitution  was  presented  by  a 
committee,  who  were  appointed  for  that  purpose  at  a  preliminary  meeting, 
for  the  organization  of  a  society  to  promote  pharmaceutical  science.  The 
proposed  Constitution  was  approved,  and  at  a  subsequent  meeting  held  on  the 
25lh  of  the  same  month,  it  was  signed  by  upwards  of  30  members;  and  the 
first  officers  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy  of  the  City  of  New  York  were  then 
elected.  The  Constitution  provided  that,  '-any  person  now  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a  drug2iit  or  apothecary  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  may 
become  a  member  of  this  Institution,  at  or  before  the  stated  meeting  in  June 
next,  by  signing  the  Constitution,  &c.,"  also  that  '•  no  person  hereafter  en- 
gaging in  such  business  shall  be  admitted  as  a  member,  unless  he  has  been 
regularly  educa(ed  as  a  druggist  or  apothecary.  &c." 

In  1831  the  College  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature. 

The  College,  with  the  view  of  providing  for  the  education  of  future  apothe- 
caries, established,  in  1829,  a  school  of  Pharmacy,  and  appointed  professors 
of  chemistry,  and  materia  medica  and  pharmacy  ;  the  school  continues  in 
successful  operation.  Lectures  have  been  delivered  annually,  to  classes 
averaging  from  25  to  30  students  each,  and  about  60  candidates,  after  ful- 
filling the  requistions  of  the  College  (see  article  4,  section  1,  By-laws)  have 
received  its  diploma.  In  1850  botanical  lectures  were  introduced  with  de- 
cided benefit  to  the  pupils. 

Alterations  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  afTecling  the  eligibility  to 
membership  in  the  College. 

In  consideration  of  the  number  of  highly  intelligent  and  respectable  drug- 
gists and  apothecaries  emigrating  to  this  city  from  places  where  Schools  of 
Pharmacy  have  not  been  established,  the  College  in  1849  deemed  it  expedi- 
ent to  open  its  doors  to  their  admission,  by  amending  its  By-Laws,  (see 
Art.  in.  Sec.  I.  of  the  By-Laws.)  Experience  has  confirmed  the  policy  of 
the  change;  members  elected  under  it,  who  otherwise  would  have  been  ex- 
cluded, h.ive  rendered  the  College  valuable  service  and  counsel. 

The  Cfillege  at  present  enrols  53  members,  bearing  the  proportion  of  about 
16  per  cent,  to  the  whole  number  of  drngoi-its,  apothecaries,  and  chemists 
in  this  city.  New  York  is  strictly  a  commercial  city,  and  it  is  liiflicult  to 
engase  the  attention  of  many  who  cannot  calculate  the  result  directly  in  dol- 
lars and  cents;  but  under  all  circumstances,  the  College  may  be  considered 
in  a  prosperous  condition. 

In  1852  a  monthly  Journal  vi'as  established  by  authority  and  under  the 
supervision  of  the  College,  for  the  promulgation  of  pharmaceutical  know- 
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ledse;  its  first  number  was  issued  in  January  of  that  year;  the  encourage 
inent  for  its  continuance  increases. 

3d.  The  practice  of  dispensing  and  prescribing  medicines  are  considered 
very  distinct  branches,  and  are  generally  so  conducted  ;  there  are,  however, 
many  small  shops  in  retired  parts  of  the  city,  resorted  toby  the  poorer  classes 
in  wtiich  the  physician  and  apothecary  are  identical.  They  are  usually 
lield  by  young  physicians  of  slender  means,  as  a  support  and  a  stepping-stone 
to  practice,  until  they  can  live  without  them,  then  as  heir-looms  they  are 
handed  down  to  the  more  needy  junior,  and  thus  transmitted  from  generation 
to  generation. 

■ith.  In  this,  as  in  all  large  cities,  every  profession  presents  a  great  diver- 
sity of  characters,  the  particulars  of  which  the  Committee  do  not  consider 
to  be  of  any  practical  value  to  the  Association. 

5th.  On  the  11th  of  ]\Iarch,  1839,  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  enacted  as  follows. 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  preparation  and  disjieyising  of  medicines  in  the  City  oj 
New  York,  passed  March  J 1,  1839. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  do 
enact  as  follows : 

Section  1. —  No  person  shall  be  hereafter  allowed  to  commence  or  practice  in 
the  city  of  New  York  the  business  of  an  apothecary,  or  that  of  preparing  and  dis- 
pensing medicine,  or  of  preparing  and  putting  up  physicians'  prescriptions,  with- 
out having  previously  obtained  the  diploma  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  or  unless  furnished  with  a  diploma  from  some  other  regularly 
constituted  College  of  Pharmacy  or  ^Medicine,  or  shall  have  passed  an  examina- 
tion ol  the  censors  of  the  medical  Society  of  one  of  the  counties  of  this  state,  and 
have  been  furnished  by  such  censors  with  a  certificate  of  his  qualifications  for  the 
business  of  an  apothecary,  v.hich  diploma  or  certificate  he  shall  produce  to  the 
S?cretary  of  the  said  College  of  Pharmacy  to  be  by  him  registered  withont 
charge. 

Section  2. — Any  person  offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  law,  shall  be 
subject  to  a  penalty  ol  fifiy-one  dollars  for  each  and  every  offence,  which  may 
he  recovered  with  costs,  in  the  name  of  the  people  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in 
any  civil  court  of  record,  and  the  said  fines  when  collected,  after  deducting  sneh 
reasonable  council  fees  as  the  court  shall  allow,  shall  be  paid  by  the  district  at- 
torney to  the  Treasurer  of  the  New  York  City  Dispensary  for  the  use  of  said 
Dispensary. 

Section  3. — This  law  shall  not  apply  to  persons  who  now  are  in  said  business, 
nor  to  the  preparation  and  dispensing  of  medicines  by  licensed  physicians. 

There  is  also  a  State  law  regulating  the  sale  of  poisons.    [See  page  11.] 
George  D.  Coggeshall, 
James  S.   Aspinwall,  ^  Committee. 

John  Meakim. 


•Report  on  the  Condition  of  Pharmacy  in  some  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York 
not  including  New  York  Ctty,  as  derived  from  the  Correspondence  of  the 
Commiltte  of  the  N.  Y.  College  of  Pharmacy . 

Ncu'berg. — The  number  of  Druggists  and  Apothecaries  at  Newberg  is  six, 
two  of  whom  are  physicians.  The  population  of  the  town  is  9000,  and  il  is 
the  centre  of  trade  to  a  district  of  country  of  two  or  three  hundred  square  miles. 
No  association  has  occurred.  Physicians,  in  gieat  measure,  dispense  ihe 
medicines  they  prescribe,  or  give  verbal  directions  for  obtaining  the  more 
•common  kinds.at  the  apothecary's.  Many  physicians  in  Newbeig  have  tried 
to  introduce  a  F.yetem  of  percentage  on  prescriptions,  but  it  has  not  worked 


AMERICAN    PHARMACEUTICAL    ASSOCIATION.  37 

well;  the  (liug2;ist  not  being  \villi112:  to  charge  a  sufTicient  advance  to  make 
it  pay,  whicli  it  does  not  at  the  regular  prices.  Many  physiciati.s,  in  order 
to  make  their  patients  go  to  a  particular  store,  have  introduced  a  species  of 
quackery,  prescribing  mixtures  under  private  names,  as  '-Laxative  Cordial,'''' 
«'  Cholera  Ptlls,''^  ''Ague  Pi7/s,"  &c.,  telling  their  patients  to  gel  them  at  a 
certain  store  only. 

Kingston,  Ulster  County.— Two  apothecaries,,  and  one  in  the  village  of 
Rouiulout.  Eight  general  dealers  also  keep  an  assortment  of  medicines,  and 
buy  on  the  cheap  principle,  without  pretending  to  judge  of  quality.  Physi- 
cians dispense  their  own  medicines. 

Saratoga  Springs  nilngs.— This  village,  with  a  population  of  4000.  has  four 
apothecary  shops,  two  of  which  are  kept  by  physicians,  who  probably  pre- 
scribe occasionally.     No  org-iiiization. 

Utica. —There  are  eleven  Druggists  in  the  city  of  Utica.  No  ori:anization 
exists. ^  Physicians  dispense  all  their  own  medicines.  The  druggists  buy 
and  sell  medicines  in  a  commercial  spirit,  and  are  seldom  competent  apo- 
thecaries. 

Auburn. — There  are  six  Druggists,  only  three  having  been  educated  as 
such.  No  organization  has  occurred.  Physicians  compound  their  own  pre- 
scriptions, except  in  a  few  cases,  where  difficulty  or  costliness  induces  their 
being  sent  to  the  drugL'ist.  A  very  few  exceptions  to  this  exist.  No  alvance 
will  be  ma  le  unless  legislation  will  exclude  from  practice  the  numerous 
"apothecaries  by  instinct"  who  deal  in  cheap  drugs.  Petty  jealousy  is  be- 
lieved to  be  a  barrier  against  organization  in  the  smaller  towns  of  the  Slate. 
In  the  town  of  Syricuse.  only  one  regularly  educated  dru2gi?t  and  apothe- 
cary.    Cayu2a  county  has  four  small  stores  besides  those  in  Auburn. 

Fishkill,  Duchess  County.— TW\?,  town  has  three  or  four  apothecaries,  and 
the  vdlage  of  Wappinger's  Falls  one,  who  is  a  physician  and  prescribes. 

Rome,  Oneida  Count  if. —Theve  are  five  Druggists  and  Apothecaries,  who 
have  no  organization.  The  dispensing  of  prescriptions  is  almost  entirely  con- 
fine i  to  physicians. 

Genesseo,  Livingston  County. — There  are  three  Drugsrists  in  this  town, 
and  ten  or  fifteen  in  the  county.  No  society  exists.  Dispensing  generally 
done  by  physicians  for  their  patients,  and  the  drug  stores  principally  kept 
by  physicians. 

Buffalo. — The  city  of  Buffalo  has  fourteen  Apothecaries  and  Druggists, 
who  have  formed  no  association.  The  dispensing  and  prescribing  medicines 
are  connected  more  or  less  in  every  shop  in  the  city,  with  one  exception. 

Ogdensburg,  St.  Lawrence  County.— There  are  five  drug  stores  in  Ogdens- 
buig,  and  twelve  persons  connected  with  them  who  have  a  knowledge  of  the 
business.  No  orsanizatiori.  The  apothecaries  rarely  prescribe  or  put  up 
prescriptions.  Physicians  generally  keep  a  few  medicines  and  supply  their 
patients.  The  druggist,  to  obtain  a  livelihood,  is  obliged  to  traffic  in  other 
articles  besides  drugs,  as  farmers,  mechanics,  and  grocers  embark  in  the  bu- 
siness, and  compete  successfully  with  the  regular  druggist,  so  much  are  the 
people  influenced  by  mere  price  in  buying  medicines.  The  population  of 
Ogdensburg  is  7600. 

Cazenovia. — There  are  three  Druggists  in  this  town.  Prescriptions  are 
dispensed  wholly  by  physicians,  which  is  necessary  in  this  sparsely  settled 
county.  The  selling  of  drugs  and  medicines  being  considered  profitable,  is 
widely  diffused  among  dealers  in  tapes,  codfish,  and  molasses,  and  the  induce- 
ment for  men  to  qualify  themselves  as  apothecaries  is  entirely  done  away 
when  they  find  thit  olh^r  men  rise  by  decrees  from  selling  p2es,  cakes,  and 
beer,  to  the  position  of  a  Drugiii^t,  deeming  the  elevation  creditable  to  them- 
selves, notwithstanding  ihat^heir  ability  merely  extends  to  the  leading  of  the 
labels  of  drugs  or  quack  medicine  directions.     Legislative  action  is  badly 
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wanted  to  regulate  ihe  sale  of  medicines  and  the  qualification  of  its  practi- 
tioners. 


H. 

Remarlis  on  the  State  of  Pharmacy  in  the  Southern  and  some  of  the  Western 
States,  torn pikd  from  the  answers  to  a  circular  of  queries  sent  by  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Virginia.  The  information  from  this  State  has  been  contributed  by  Mr. 
Laiilley,  of  Richmond,  Dr.  James  Cooke,  of  Fredericksburg,  Mr.  C.  A.  San- 
tos, of  Norfolk,  and  Dr.  R.  H.  Stabler,  of  Alexandria. 

•    Virginia,  with  a  population  of  about  1,500,000,  has  110  regular  drug  stores, 
distributed  as  follows: 


Richmond, 
Peiersburgh, 
Alexandria, 
Norfolk, 
Portsmonlh, 
Charloitesville, 
Staunton, 
Lynchburgh, 
Wheel  ins, 
Martinsburc, 
Tota^l, 


Salem, 

Farmville, 

Danville, 

Winchester, 

Harper's  Ferry, 

("harlesfown, 

Fredericksburg, 

Leesburgh, 

Buchanan, 

Harrisonburs, 


Abingdon, 
Sheppardstown, 
Charleston, 
F"incastle. 

Elizabeih  City  County, 
Charlotte  County, 
Marshall  County. 
NanKemund  County, 
Lewis  County, 


110 


Besides  these,  medicines  are  kept  to  a  limited  extent  by  general  shop- 
keepers through  the  villages  and  rural  districts.  The  druggists  of  Richmond 
and  the  larger  towns,  generally  employ  the  United  States  Pharmacopceia,  so 
far  as  the  pr"portioii  of  ingredients  is  concerned,  but  great  deficiency  exists 
in  the  use  of  the  officinal  weiijhts.  Of  the  22  drusgists  in  Richmond,  only 
eiiiht  are  believed  to  use  troy  weight  in  compounding  the  officinal  formula. 
In  Alexandria,  only  about  a  half  use  the  proper  weights.  'I'he  druggists  in 
these  places,  and  in  the  smaller  towns  more  especially,  are  apt  to  use  the 
Pharmacopoeia  through  the  Dispensatory,  and  often  depend  on  old  editions. 

Physicians  in  Richmond,  Norfolk,  Portsmouth,  and  Alexandria,  send  their 
prescriptions  to  the  apothecary,  but  in  the  rural  districts  and  villages  they 
keep  and  supply  medicines,  except  in  special  cases. 

The  ''Riclimond  Pharmaceutical  Society"  is  the  only  organization  in  the 
State;  it  inclutles  twenty  members,  and  was  established  to  promote  good 
practice,  to  encourage  the  increase  of  pharmaceutical  knowledge,  and  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  body  in  Richmond.  The  Society  was  not  insti- 
tuted with  educational  functions,  nor  do  the  members  generally  approve  of 
its  assumption  of  them,  on  interested  grounds.  The  spirit  of  trade  is  too 
much  in  the  ascendant  to  admit  of  those  liberal  views  and  sacrifices  on  the 
part  of  the  present  generation  to  benefit  the  rising  one,  ivhich  are  absolutely 
necessary  to  uphold  and  cherish  a  College  of  Pharmacy  as  an  educational 
institution  ;  nor  do  the  membeis  in  thi-ir  individual  capacity  manifest  much 
disposition  to  cultivnte  scientific  pursuits. 

"Quackery  is  greatly  encouraged  in  Virginia,"  yet  mostly  by  the  ignorant 
classes.  Secret  medicines  h;ive  become  more  popular  in  some  districts  by 
the  extensive  use  made  of  them  by  "  regular  gratluated  physicians,"  who 
prescribn  varinus  '•  vermifuges,"  '-'pectorals,"  "expectorants,"  "altera- 
tives," &c..  which  is  so  good  an  argument  with  the  patient,  that  he  next 
time  tries  the  nostrum  without  the  doctor.     There  appears  to  be  an  increase 
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in  the  variety  rather  than  the  amount  of  sales  of  quack  medicines,  and  those 
for  external  use  are  more  in  demand  tlian  others.  Country  stores  generally 
keep  an  assortment. 

In  takinsr  a  general  view  of  the  Pharmaceutists  of  Virginia,  there  are  many 
in  the  chief  towns  that  may  be  referied  to  with  pride,  as  examples,  and  these 
are  increasing.  Students  annually  are  returning  from  the  North,  bringing 
vrith  them  the  habits  and  knowledge  acquired  by  a  regular  training.  The 
e.xample  of  these  is  influencing  those  ar  lund  them  to  improve,  and  in  places 
where  a  few  years  since  preparations  that  never  should  be  delegated  to 
another,  were  rarely  made,  now  furnish  not  only  their  own  demand,  but 
other  stores.  As  a  wliole,  however,  there  is  much  need  of  improvement  in 
practice,  and  of  that  professional  spirit  that  leads  the  proper  pharmaceutist 
to  resist  temptations  to  gain  by  resorting  to  practices  wholly  at  variance 
with  professional  honesty,  however  they  may  be  connived  at  by  competitors 
in  trade. 

iVor^/t  Carolina.  So  far  as  we  are  informed,  there  are  but  seventeen  drug 
stores  in  North  Carolina.  Of  these,  three  are  in  Wilmington,  three  in  Wash- 
ington, and  two  or  three  in  Raleigh.  The  United  Stales  Pharmacopoeia  is 
employed,  and,  in  the  towns  mentioned,  the  officinal  weights  and  measures 
are  used.  No  organization  exists.  The  large  majority  of  physicians 
keep  and  dispense  medicines,  and  quack  medicines  are  abundantly  sold. 
The  sparsity  of  towns,  and  the  large  amount  of  pharmacy  in  the  hands  of 
physicians  in  the  rural  districts,  precludes  the  advancement  of  our  art  in 
North  ('arolina. 

Georgia.  Mr.  Robert  Battey,  of  Rome,  Floyd  county,  Georgia,  states  that 
there  are  two  druggists  and  nineteen  stores  where  medicines  can  be  bought 
to  some  extent  in  that  county.  The  druggists  use  the  United  States  Phar- 
macopoeia, but  pay  little  regard  to  weights.  The  physicians  have  partially 
relinquished  dispensing,  and  a  disposition  exists  among  them  to  abandon  it 
in  the  towns.  Quackery  prevails  extensively  through  Western  Georgia,  and 
increasf^s.  '^  Pharmacy  is  yet  in  its  infancy  •'"  the  apothecaries  and  physi- 
cians know  but  little  of  the  properties  and  qualities  of  medicines,  and  are 
much  imposed  on  by  northern  druggists.  We  have  no  returns  from  South 
Carolina  or  Eastern  Georgia,  which  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  we  know 
that  in  Charleston,  Savannah,  Augusta,  Columbia,  and  other  towns  in  these 
States,  there  are  many  reputable  pharmaceutists. 

Florida.  There  are  two  druagisis  in  Jacksonville,  three  in  Tallahasse, 
and  one  in  Pensacola.  The  United  iStates  Dispensatory  is  the  general 
authoiity.  Physicians  generally  keep  and  dispense  medicines,  and  some 
have  small  stores  attached  to  their  offices  The  sale  of  quack  medicines 
is  extensive  and  increasing.  The  general  supply  of  genuine  and  good 
medicines  is  largely  prevented  by  the  practice  of  planters  sending  their  orders 
to  general  store-keepers  who  sell  all  the  more  commonly  used  drugs,  at  prices 
in  consonance  with  the  principle  of  cheap  purchasing.  Our  correspondent 
states  that  in  Middle  Florida,  the  sale  of  druss  is  effected  in  many  instances 
by  persons  wholly  incompetent,  and  that  this  remark  applies  to  Southern 
Georgia. 

Alabamahas  sent  no  returns. 

Louisiana.  Our  information  in  relation  to  New  Orleans  is  very  limited. 
Mr.  John  H.  Tilghman  informs  us  that  there  are  four  wholesale  druggists, 
seven  retail  druggists  and  apothecaries  who  sell  some  wholesale,  and  five 
prescription  offices  where  recipes  alone  are  compounded,  backed  in  most 
instances  by  physicians.  The  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  is  the  authority 
used,  am!  the  Physicians  generally  send  their  prescriptions  to  the  offices 
mentioned,  though  some  few  have  clerks  attached  to  their  own  offices  to 
prepare  their  own  prescriptions.     No  Association  exists,  nor  is  any  likely  to 
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be  formed.  Quackery  snems  at  a  stand  ;  as  old  nostrums  disappear,  new 
ones  take  their  places.  The  amount  expended  in  this  way  in  the  South 
and  West  is  beyond  calculation.  These  medicines  come  chiefly  from  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Cincinnati,  which,  Mr.  Tilghman  says,  are  the 
spring  sources  of  the  mighty  stream  of  quackery  that  flows  through  the 
great  South  Western  Slates. 

Mississippi,  There  are /o»r  dru2  stores  in  Natchez,  four  in  Vicksburg, 
four  in  Jackson, and  one  or  two  in  Woodville.  The  United  States  Pharma- 
copoeia is  u>ed  as  authority,  and  a  regard  had  to  the  officinal  weights  and 
measures.  In  the  towns,  physicians  usually  send  their  prescriptions  to  the 
druggists,  who,  in  the  places  mentioned,  are  generally  men  of  character 
and  deserving  of  confidence.  A  large  part  of  the  business  in  Mississippi  is 
with  plantation  medicine  chests,  and  country  physicians.  Large  sales  of 
quark  medicines  are  annually  effected,  and  some  druggists  have  similar 
preparations  of  their  own  manufacture. 

Tennessee.  There  are  85  druggists  in  Tennessee,  of  these  9  are  in 
Memphis,  and  13  in  Nashville,  in  which  place  wholesale  and  retail  business 
is  conducted,  to  the  amount  of  $250,000  per  annum.  In  the  country  towns, 
while  there  are  many  exclusive  drug  stores,  yet  some  are  connected  with 
dry  goods,  books,  etc.,  and  some  controlled  by  practising  physicians. 
Besides  these,  country  stores  deal  more  or  less  in  medicines,  and  generally 
purchase  cheap  drugs.  According  to  Dr.  0.  S.  Currey  of  Nashville,  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  much  information,  the  United  Slates  PharmacopcEia  and 
its  weights  and  measures  are  exclusively  used  in  Nashville.  Until  within  five 
years  the  physicians  in  that  city  dispensed  their  own  medicines,  a  course 
they  are  now  abandoning  yet  a  few  are  still  engaged  in  the  trade.  'I'his 
change  has  arisen  from  ihe  marked  improvement  in  extemporaneous 
pharmacy,  and  in  the  preparation  of  officinal  meilicines.  which  has  given 
physicians  confidence.  All  the  druggists  who  pretend  to  dispense  pre- 
scriptions, keep  a  competent  clerk  for  that  department.  No  organization 
has  occurred  in  Tennessee.  Druggists  have  so  far  pursued  their  business 
too  much  with  a  view  to  profit  to  devote  the  time  and  study  necessary  to 
uphold  a  liberal  organization.  Dr.  Currey  suggests  the  collateral  aid  of  the 
Medical  Colleges  as  a  means  of  pharmaceuiical  education,  till  a  regular 
college  should  be  formed.  Quackery  increases  in  Tennessee.  Its  success 
ia  attributed  to  the  unceasing  course  of  advertising  and  editorial  puffing 
that  is  pursued  by  the  originators.  The  Tennessee  Medical  Society  intend 
memorializing  their  Stale  Legislature  for  a  law  compelling  quacks  to  file  a 
sworn  copy  of  the  recipe  of  each  medicine  sold,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

As  yet  there  is  no  attempt  at  supplying  the  market  with  the  finer  kinds 
of  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  preparations;  none  of  the  stores  have  a 
proper  laboratory  attached,  and  druggists  tiepend  on  the  Eastern  cities. 

Missouri-  Through  Mr.  G.  T.  Chamberlain  of  St.  Louis,  we  learn  that 
that  city  has  ten  whole.sale  and  forty-seven  retail  drug  establishments  un- 
connected with  other  business.  Of  these,  two  wholesale  and  twenty-four 
retail  stores,  are  kept  by  Germans.  The  United  Stales  Pharmacopceia  is 
generally  recognised,  yet  the  German  stores  employ  German  authorities  for 
those  preparations  peculiar  to  German  practitioners,  who  are  numerous. 
The  general  custom  with  physicians  is  to  send  their  prescriptions  to  dis- 
pensing stores.  No  organization  has  occurred  among  the  pharmaceutists 
of  St.  Louis.  A  few  have  availed  themselves  of  the  chemical  lectures  of 
the  medical  schools.  There  are  two  stores  which  exclusively  sell  quack 
medicines.  Popular  noslrums  are  kept  for  sale  by  all  the  druggists.  The 
use  of  these  medicines  throughout  the  West  has  become  so  general,  that 
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drus  stores  are  not  considered  to  be  complete  without  them.  The  (frus 
business,  and  particularly  the  dispensing  department,  is  comparatively  new 
in  St.  Louis.  The  population  has  increased  from  50,000  in  1846,  to  100,000; 
and  so  rapid  has  been  the  increase  of  drnssists  that  every  one  is  compara- 
tively a  stranger  to  his  neighbor,  and  the  uniform  practice  of  older  cities  can- 
not be  expected. 

Kentucky  ami  Illinois  have  sent  no  returns.  Louisville  is  one  of  the 
medical  centres  of  the  West,  and  should  have  been  noticed  here,  but  our 
circular  was  not  answered. 

Indiana.  Dr.  John  T.  Phimmer,  of  Richmond,  informs  us  that  there  are 
four  drug  stores  in  that  town,  and  that  all  the  larger  towns  throughout  the 
state  have  stores  for  the  sale  of  medicines.  The  United  States  Pharmacopoeia 
is  recognised,  except  in  regard  to  weights,  which  are  often  neglected, 
Physicians  usually  furnish  their  own  medicines.  No  pharmaceutical  organi- 
zation exists  in  Indiana.  Quackery  is  rife  in  the  apothecary's  shop  and 
among  medical  men,  not  excepting  those  who  profess  to  be  regular  physi- 
cians. 

Maryland.  The  Committee,  under  the  impression  that  the  Maryland  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy  would  furnish  the  statistics,  etc.,  relating  to  that  state,  and 
the  district  of  Columbia,  refrained  from  sending  circularsuntil  too  latetodoit 
effectively.  The  following  statements  will,  however,  be  given,  incomplete 
as  they  are. 

There  are  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  nine  druggists  and  apothecaries 
of  all  grades  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  of  whom  about  100  are  in  Baltimore. 
The  large  proportion  of  these  in  the  latter  city  must  be  of  inferior  grade, 
as  Messrs.  Cochrane  &  Andrews  state,  that  "There  are  [only]  about  twelve 
pharmaceutists  who  prepare  and  sell  standard  medicines  as  their  principal 
business."  The  United  States  Pharmacopceia  is  authority  with  nearly  all 
of  the  druggists  and  pharmaceutists,  who  also  generally  use  the  officinal 
weights.  All  the  principal  physicians  send  their  prescriptions  to  the  apothe- 
cary. The  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy  was  chartered  in  1840,  "but  for 
several  years  the  College  has  been  inactive." 

The  better  class  of  pharmaceutists  in  Baltimore  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  in  the  United  States  in  their  qualifications  and  manner  of  doing 
business',  yet  a  very  large  part  of  the  extemporaneous  pharmacy  of  the  city 
does  not  rate  so  highly.     Quackery  is  prevalent  and  increasing. 

In  the  town  of  Cumberland  there  are  two  regular  apothecaries  and  twelve 
stores,  in  the  town  and  vicinity,  which  sell  medicines.  Physicians  generally, 
thronsh  the  towns  and  villages  of  Maryland,  dispense  their  own  medicines. 
The  United  States  Dispensatory  is  the  authority. 

District  of  Columbia.  Our  correspondents  from  this  District,  are  Dr. 
R.  S.  Pattenson,  of  VVashington,  and  Prof.  Joshua  Riley,  of  Georgetown. 
There  are  twenty  two  apothecaries  in  Washington  city,  a  few  of  whom  sell 
paints,  etc.,  but  none  engagetl  in  general  merchandizing.  All  use  the 
United  States  Pharmacopceia;  prescriptions  are  compounded  exclusively  by 
the  apothecary.  No  organization  or  general  understanding  exists,  and 
quack  medicines,  though  yet  much  sold,  are  less  saleable  than  formerly. 

la  Georget'Wjn  {here  are  five  apothecaries;  these  conform  to  the  United 
States  Pharmacopceia.  Phy.sicians  invariably  send  their  prescriptions  to 
the  apothecary.  Some  of  them  compound  eight  or  nine  thousand  annually. 
Quackery  prevails,  and  all  the  drug  stores  keep  nostrums  and  encourage 
their  sale. 

California.  We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Gustavus  L.  Simmons,  of  Sacra- 
mento City,  for  a  communication  on  the  state  of  pharmacy  in  that  place, 
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ami,  as  it  is  probably  a  'fair  sample  of  the  condition  of  our  art  in  other 
larse  towns  in  California,  is  valuable. 

In  Sacramento  city,  with  a  local  population  of  eight  thousand,  there  are 
twenty  district  stores  of  druggists  and  apothecaries.  As  yet,  no  organization 
has  occurred  among  the  druggists  in  any  place  in  California.  In  that  city, 
tuo-thinh  of  all  the  drug  stores  are  kept  by  physicians,  who  thus  unite  the 
offices  of  prescribing  and  dispensing,  and  retail  various  nostrums  of  the  day, 
oftentimes  adding  their  own  recommendation  to  that  of  the  accompanying 
label,  etc.  Indeed  there  are  some  physicians,  who  pretend  to  be  observers 
of  the  ethical  rules  of  the  older  cities,  who  in  this  way  ruin  the  legitimate 
business  of  apothecaries,  and  cause  many  pharmaceutists,  in  self  defence, 
to  put  in  practice  whatever  medical  knowledge  they  may  have  acquired, 
by  prescribing  for  the  sick  at  the  counter.  There  are  some  prominent 
exceptions  to  these  trading  practitioners,  who  do  not  set  at  defiance  the 
rules  of  the  profession,  merely  because  they  are  in  California.  There  are 
in  this  city  over  forty  physicians.  Not  one-fourth  of  this  number  are  dis- 
connected from  drug  stores,  and  in  the  habit  of  sending  their  prescriptions  to 
a  disinterested  apothecary.  The  others  are  either  interested  in  drug  stores, 
or  retail  medicines  to  their  patients.  The  plea  cannot  be  raised  that  good 
pharmaceutists  are  not  established  here;  because  we  have  graduates  from 
most  of  the  Schools  of  Pharmacy,  and  other  practical  apothecaries. 

No  State  laws  are  yet  in  existence  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of 
pharmacy.  Some  measures  were  introduced  last  session  of  the  Assembly 
with  this  intent,  but  meeting  with  strong  opposition  they  were  withdrawn. 
A  slight  action  on  the  part  of  druggists  might  easily  secure  legislative  action 
on  the  subject  of  poisons. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  M.  J.  Bailey,  Special  Examiner  of  Drugs  for  the 
port  of  New  York,  to  George  D.  Cog^eshall,  Esq.,  and  read  to  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  Aug.  25m,  1852. 

"I  now  in  continuation  mention  the  more  important  articles  rejected  by 
me  during  the  some  eleven  months  that  have  transpired  since  the  date  of  the 
communication  above  referred  to.  (Dated  Sept.  25th,  1852.  See  Proceedings 
of  last  year.) 

Senna,       ... 

Rhubarb, 

Spurious  Peruvian  Bark, 

Scammony,     • 

Opium,      ... 

Squills, 

Sugar  of  Lead,     - 

Gum  Benzoin, 

Lac.  Sulphur, 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 

Calcined  Magnesia. 

Manna,  ... 

Aloes,        ... 

Sarsaparilla,  -  -  - 

Guaiacnm  Resin, 

Gum  Myrrh,  - 
The  above  swells  the  gross  amo 
his  official  career  as  Examiner,  to 

of  drugs  that  passes  the  Custom-House,  Dr.  Bailey  has  no  positive  records 
but  believes  it  to  average  about  200,000  packages  annually. 
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CONSTITUTION    OF   THE   AMERICAN   PHARMACEUTICAL   ASSOCIATION. 
As  Amended  August  25th,  1853. 

Whereas,  The  advancement  of  pharmaceutical  knowledge  and  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  profei=sional  character  of  apothecaries  and  druggists  throusjhont 
the  United  Stales  are  objects  that  are  dear  to  us  in  common  with  all  well 
disposed  pharmaceutists;  and  vhcrcas,a.  large  portion  of  th^se  in  whose 
hands  the  practice  of  pharmacy  now  exists,  are  not  properly  qualified  for 
the  responsiole  offices  it  involves^  chiefly  by  reason  of  the  many  difficulties 
that  impede  the  acquirement  of  a  correct  knowledge  of  their  business ; — 

Therefore,  We  the  members  of  a  Convention  now  met  at  Pliiladelphia, 
composed  of  apothecaries  and  druggists  from  different  sections  of  the  Union, 
and  from  all  the  Colleges  and  Societies  therein  existing,  with  the  object  of 
deliberaiing  on  the  condition  of  our  profession,  do  hereby  resolve  and  con- 
stitute ourselves  into  a  permanent  associ  tion.  to  meet  annually,  at  such 
times  and  places  as  may  hereafter  be  determined,  for  more  effectually 
accomplishinn  tlie  objects  for  which  we  are  now  assembled ;  and  do  now 
adopt  the  following 

CONSTITUTION. 
Section  I. 

This  Association  shall  be  called  "  The  American  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion.^^ 

Section  II.     Of  the  Members. 

Article  I.  All  pharmaceutists  and  druggists  who  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  whose  character,  morally  and  prolessionally, 
is  fair,  and  who.  after  duly  considering  the  obligations  of  the  Constitution 
and  Code  of  Ethics  of  this  Association  are  willing  to  subscribe  to  them, 
shall  be  eligible  for  membership. 

Article^  II.  The  members  shall  consist  of  delegates  from  regularly  con- 
stituted Colleges  of  Pharmacy,  and  Pharmaceutical  Societies,  who  shall  pre- 
sent properly  authorized  credentials,  and  of  other  reputable  Pharmaceutists 
feeling  an  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Association,  who  may  not  be  so  dele- 
gated, the  latter  being  required  to  present  a  certificate  signed  by  a  majority 
of  the  delegates  from  the  places  whence  they  come.  If  no  such  delegates 
are  present  "at  the  Association,  they  may  on  obtaining  the  certificates  ot  any 
three  members  of  the  Association  'be  admitted,  provided  they  be  introduced 
by  the  committee  on  credentials. 

Article  III.  All  persons  who  become  members  of  this  Association  shall 
be  considered  as  permanent  members,  but  may  be  expelled  for  improper 
conduct  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  any  annual 
meeting. 

Article  IV.  Every  member  shall  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
the  sum  of  two  dollars  as  his  yearly  contribution. 

Article  V.  Every  local  Pharmaceutical  Association  shall  be  entitled  to 
five  delegates. 

Article  VI,  At  each  annual  meeting  the  Association  may  appoint  corres- 
pondents in  any  part  of  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  communicate  to 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  any  infoimation  which  they  may  be  enabled  to 
obtain  on  subjects  of  interest  to  the  Association  ;  such  coi  respondents  who  are 
not  members  when  accepting  the  appointment,  to  be  entitled  to  membership 
on  signing  the  Constitution  and  Code  of  Ethics,  and  on  payment  of  the  annual 
contribution. 

Section  III.     Of  the  Officers. 

The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  be  a  President,  tliree  Vice  Presidents. 
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a  RccordinfT  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretanj,3.  Treasurer,  and  an  Execii' 
five  Commiitee  of  three,  which  may  inchide  any  of  the  members  except  the 
President,  all  of  whom  shall  be  elected  annually. 

Articlb  I.  The  President  shall  presitle  at  the  meetings  and  preserve 
order.  He  shall  nominate  all  committees,  except  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  direct  a  resort  to  baliotins;  or  other  means.  He  shall  sign  all  certifi- 
cates of  membership,  approve  of  all  foreign  correspondence,  and  counter- 
sign all  ortlers  on  the  Treasurer  drawn  by  the  Executive  Committee.  And 
he  shall  at  least  three  months  previously  to  the  annual  meeting  publish  a 
call  in  all  the  ph;irmaceutical  and  in  such  medical  and  other  Journals  as 
he  may  select,  stating  therein  the  objects  of  the  Association,  and  the  condi- 
tions of  membership. 

Articlk  II.  In  case  of  the  temporary  absence,  or  ir.ability  of  the  Presi- 
dent, his  duties  shall  devolve  on  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents. 

Article  III.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  fair  and  correct 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association.  He  shall  keep  a  roil  book 
of  the  members,  and  see  that  it  is  corrected  annually,  and  he  shall  furnish 
to  the  Executive  Committee  a  correct  transcript  of  the  minutes  of  the  meet- 
ings for  publication  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Association. 

Articlk  IV.  The  Correspnnding  Secretary  shall  attend  to  the  ofRcial 
correspondence  directed  by  the  association  with  other  bodies,  or  with  its 
members,  all  of  which  correspondence  .shall  be  approved  by  the  President. 

Article  V.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  take  care  of  the  funds  of 
the  Association;  shall  pay  its  money  only  on  the  order  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  countersigned  by  the  President ;  and  shall  present  a  statement 
of  his  accounts  annually  that  they  may  be  audited. 

Articlk  VI.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  take  charge  of  the  publi- 
cation of  the  proceeding- of  the  Association,  includins  such  papers  on  scien- 
tific subjt^cts  as  it  may  direct  to  be  published;  attend  to  their  distribution  ; 
pay  the  expenses  incurred  on  behalf  of  the  Association  at  its  meetings  or  in 
the  interim,  and  report  a  statement  of  their  transactions  to  the  next 
meeting. 

Section  IV.     Of  the  Meetings. 

Article  I.  The  meetings  shall  be  held  annually,  at  such  time  and  place 
as  shall  be  determined  at  the  adjournment  of  the  previous  meeting,  observing 
that  no  two  meetings  shall  be  held  consecutively  at  the  same  place. 

Article  II.  The  meetings  shall  be  organized  by  the  president  of  the 
previous  year,  or,  in  his  absence,  by  either  of  the  Vice  Presidents  in  the 
order  of  their  election,  or,  in  their  absence,  by  the  Recording  Secretary,  who 
shall  act  'pro  tempore  until  the  nomination  and  election  of  officers  for  the 
session. 

Article  III.  Immediately  after  the  temporary  organization  of  the  Asso- 
ciation the  roll  shall  be  called,  when  a  committee  on  credentials  shall  be 
appointed  from  the  members  present,  to  whom  the  certificates  of  delegates 
shall  be  submitted,  and  who  shall  examine  the  claims  of  all  other  applicants 
for  membership  before  they  are  submitted  to  the  Association. 

Section  V. 
This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths 
of  the  members  present   at   any   regular  meeting,  and    notice   to   alter   or 
amend  llie  same  shall  be  given  at  least  one  silling  before  a  vote  thereupon. 
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CODE  OF  ETHICS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
The  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  composed  of  Pharmaceutist 
and  Druggists  throughout  the  United  States,  feeling  a  strong  interest  in  the 
success  and  advancement  of  their  profession  in  its  practical  and  scientific 
relations,  and  also  impressed  with  the  belief  that  no  amount  of  knowledge 
and  skill  will  protect  themselves  and  the  public  from  the  ill  effects  of  an 
undue  competition,  and  temptations  to  gain  at  the  expense  of  (jualily,  unless 
they  are  upheld  by  high  moral  obligations  in  the  path  of  duty,  have  sub- 
scribed to  the  following  Code  of  Ethics  for  the  government  of  their  profes- 
sional conduct. 

Art.  I.  As  the  practice  of  pharmacy  can  only  become  uniform  by  an 
open  and  candid  inteicourse  bein<r  kept  up  between  apothecaries  and  drug- 
gists among  themselves  and  each  other,  by  the  adoption  of  the  National 
Pharmacopcfia  as  a  guide  in  the  preparation  of  officinal  medicines,  by  the 
discontinuance  of  secret  formula  and  the  practices  arising  from  a  quackish 
spirit,  and  by  an  encouragement  of  that  esprit  dii  corps  which  will  prevent 
a  resort  to  those  disreputable  practices  arising  nut  of  an  injurious  and  wicked 
competition  ; — Therefore,  the  members  of  this  A.^sociation  agree  to  uphold 
the  use  of  the  Pharmacopceia  in  their  practice  ;  to  cultivate  brotherly  feeling 
among  the  members,  and  to  discountenance  quackery  and  dishonorable 
competition  in  their  business. 

Art.  II.  As  labor  should  have  its  jnst  reward,  and  as  the  skill,  know- 
ledge and  responsibility  requited  in  the  practice  of  pharmacy  are  great,  the 
remuneration  of  the  pharmaceutist's  services  should  be  proportioned  to  these, 
rather  than  to  the  market  value  of  the  preparations  vended.  The  rate  of 
charges  will  necessarily  vary  with  geographical  position,  municipal  loca- 
tion, and  other  circumstances  of  a  permanent  character,  but  a  resort  to 
intentional  and  uimecessary  reduction  in  the  rate  of  charges  ^mong  apothe- 
caries, with  a  view  to  gaining,  at  the  e.xpense  of  their  brethren,  is  strongly 
discountenanced  by  this  Association  as  productive  of  evil  results. 

Art.  III.  The  first  duty  of  the  apothecary,  after  duly  preparing  himself 
for  his  profession,  being  to  procure  good  drugs  and  preparations,  (ior  with- 
out these  his  skill  and  knowledge  are  of  small  avail,)  he  fiequently  has  to 
rely  on  the  good  faith  of  the  druggist  for  their  selection.  Those  druggists 
whose  knowledge,  skill  and  integrity  enable  them  to  conduct  thpir  business 
faithfully,  should  be  encouraged,  rather  than  those  who  base  their  claims  of 
patronage  on  the  cheapness  of  their  articles  solely.  When  accidentally  or 
otherwise,  a  deteriorated,  or  adulterated  drug  or  medicine  is  sent  to  the 
apothecary,  he  should  invariably  return  it  to  the  druggist,  with  a  stat'^ment 
of  its  defects.  What  is  too  frequently  considered  as  a  mere  error  of  trade  on 
the  part  of  the  druggist,  becomes  a  highly  culpable  act  when  countenanced 
by  the  apothecary,  hence,  when  repetitions  of  such  frauds  occur,  they 
should  be  exposed  for  the  benefit  ol  the  profession.  A  careful  but  firm 
pursuit  of  this  course  would  render  well-disposed  druggists  more  careful, 
and  deter  the  fraudulently  inclined  from  a  resort  to  their  disreputable 
practices. 

Art.  IV.  As  the  practice  of  pharmacy  is  quite  distinct  from  the  practice 
of  medicine,  and  has  been  found  to  flourish  in  proportion  as  its  piactitioners 
have  confined  their  attention  to  its  requirements;  and  as  the  conduction  of 
the  business  of  both  professions  by  the  same  individual  involves  pecuniary 
temptations  which  are  often  not  compatible  with  a  consf-ientious  discharge 
of  duty;  we  consider  that  the  members  of  this  Association  should  discounte- 
nance all  such  professional  amalgamation  ;  and  in  conducting  business  at  the 
counter,  should  avoid  prescribing  for  diseases  when  practicable,  referring 
applicants  for  medical  advice  to  the  physician.  We  hold  it  as  unprofes- 
sional  and  highly  reprehensible  for  apothecaries  to  allow  any  per  centage 
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or  commission  to  physicians  on  their  prescriptions,  as  unjust  to  the  public, 
and  hurtful  to  the  independence  and  self-respect  of  both  the  parties  co,i- 
cerned.  VVe  also  consider  that  the  praclice  of  some  physicians,  (in  places 
where  good  apothecaries  are  numerous)  of  obtaining  medicines  at  low 
prices  from  the  latter,  and  selling  them  to  their  patients,  is  not  only  unjust 
and  unprofessional,  but  deserving  the  censure  of  all  high  minded  medical 
men. 

Art.  V.  The  important  influence  exerted  on  the  practice  of  pharmacy 
by  the  large  proportion  of  physicians  who  have  resigned  its  duties  and 
emoluments  to  the  apothecary,  are  reasons  why  he  should  seek  their  favor- 
able opinion  and  cultivate  their  friendship,  by  earnest  endeavors  to  furnish 
their  patients  with  pure  and  well-prepared  medicines.  As  physicians  are 
liable  to  commit  errors  in  writing  their  prescriptions,  involving  serious 
consequence  to  health  and  reputation  if  permitted  to  leave  the  shop,  the 
apothecary  should  always,  when  he  deems  an  error  has  been  made,  consult 
the  physician  before  proceeding;  yet  in  the  delay  which  must  necessarily 
occur,  it  is  his  duty,  when  possible,  to  accomplish  the  interview  without 
compromising  the  reputation  of  the  physician.  On  the  other  hand,  when 
apothecaries  commit  errors  involving  ill  consequences,  the  physician  knowing 
the  constant  liability  to  error,  shouM  feel  bound  to  screen  them  from  undue 
censure,  unless  the  result  of  a  culpable  negliseiice. 

Art.  VI.  As  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  our  predecessors  for  the 
researches  and  observations  which  have  so  far  advanced  our  scientific  art, 
we  hold  that  every  apothecary  and  druggist  is  bound  to  contribute  his  mite 
towards  the  same  fund,  by  noting  the  new  ideas  and  phenomena  which 
may  occur  in  the  course  of  his  business,  and  publishing  them,  when  of 
sufficient  consequence,  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession. 
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[Those  not  in  attendance  at  the  Meeting  in  Boston,  1853,  are  in  ilatics.] 


Daniel  B.  Smith, 

Llewellyn  S.  Haskell^ 

Joseph,  Burnett, 

Henry  F.  Fish, 

S.  R.  Philbiick.M.D., 

Samuel  M.  Colcord, 

Alexander  Duval, 

Joseph  Laid  ley, 

C.  Augustus  Smith, 

George  D.  Coggeshallj 

John  Meakim, 

Eugene  Dupuy, 

Charles  Ellis, 

William  Procter,  Jr., 

Alfred  B.  Taylor, 

Edward  Parrish, 

David  Stewart,  M.  D., 

C.  B.  Guthrie,  M.  D,, 

W.  B.  Chapman,  M.  D., 

Daniel  Henchman, 

Thomas  Restieaux, 

Andrew  Geyer, 

Emery  Souther, 

T.  Larkin  Turnefj 

Henry  T.  Cummings,  M.  D., 

Junius  Gridley, 

Henry  VV.  Lincoln, 

S.  P.  Peck, 

J.  C.  Bmgham, 

T.  B.  Merrick, 

S.  M.  Zacchrisson, 

Thomas  H.  Barr, 

William  A.  Brewer, 

Thomas  Holiis, 

Ashel  Boyden, 

Henry  D.  Fowle, 

James  S.  Melvin, 

George  L.  Dearborn, 

Charles  T.  Carney, 

William  VV.  Goodwin, 

Anthony  S.  Jones, 

James  13.  Lane, 

Pike  J.  Hassard, 

Thomas  Farrington^ 


Philadelphia, 

New  York, 

Boston, 

Waterbury, 

Boston, 

Boston, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Cincinnati, 

New  York, 

New  York, 

New  York, 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

Baltimore, 

Memphis, 

Cincinnati, 

Boston, 

Boston, 

Boston, 

Boston, 

Boston, 

Portland, 

New  York, 

Boston, 

Bennington, 

St.  Johnsbury, 

New  York, 

Richmond, 

Terra  Haute, 

Boston, 

Boston, 

Boston, 

Boston, 

Boston, 

Great  Falls, 

Lowell, 

Boston, 

New  bury  port, 

Fitchburg, 

Boston, 

Boston, 


Pennsylvania. 

New  York. 

Massachusetts. 

Connecticut. 

Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts. 

Virginia. 

Virginia. 

Ohio. 

New  York. 

New  York. 

New  York. 

Pennsylvania. 

Pennsylvania. 

Pennsylvania. 

Pennsylvania. 

Maryland. 

Tennessee. 

Ohio. 

Massachusetts, 

Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts. 

Maine. 

New  York. 

Massachusetts. 

Vermont. 

Vermont. 

New  York. 

Virginia. 

Indiana. 

Massachusetts, 

Massachusetts, 

Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts. 

New  Hampshire, 

Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts. 
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LIST  OF  SPECIAL   COMMITTEES 

To  Report  July  27th,  1854,  in  Cincinnati. 


1st.  To  coHect  and  arrange  the  Statistics  of  Pharmacy  in  the  United 
States,  as  suggested  in  the  Executive  Committee's  Report,  (page  G). 

C.  B.  Gitthrie,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.         T.  B.  Merrick,  of  New  York. 
W.  B.  Oiapman^  of  Cincinnati,  Joseph  Laidky,  of  Richmond,  Va. 

li.  1\  Cummings^  of  Portland,  Maine. 

2d.  To  prepare  an  Address  to  the  Pharmaceutists  of  the  United  States  on 
Ihe  subject  of  Pharmaceutical  Education,  as  suggested  in  the  Executive 
Committee's  Report,  (page  6). 

IVUliam  Procter,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,     John  Mcakim,  of  New  York, 
Edward  ParW^/i,  of  Philadelphia,  David  Stewart,  of  Baltimore. 

3d.  To  report  on  the  suggestion  ia  relation  to  appropriate  subjects  for 
prize  essays. 

C.  Augustus  Smith,  of  Cincinnati,         T.  H.  Barr,  of  Terie  Haute,  Ind. 
S,  jl/.  Zachrisso'i^  of  Richmond,  Va. 

4th.  To  consider  and  report  on  the  subject  of  Home  Adulterations, 

C.  B.  Guthrie,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.       G.  D.  Coggeshall,  of  New  York, 
C.  Augustus  Smith,  of  Cincinnati. 

5th.  To  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  obtaining  a  form  of  Certificate  of 
Membership  for  the  use  of  the  Association,  with  such  insignia  and  device, 
"or  otherwise,  as  shall,  in  their  opinion,  be  suitable. 

Andrew  Geyer,  of  Boston,  Charles  Ellis,  of  Philadelphia, 

Joseph  Laidky-,  of  Richmond,  Va. 

fith.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Quack  Medicines  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pharmaceutical  Education,  (No.  2,)  as  above. 

7th.  To  consider  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Inspec- 
tion of  Drugs  relating  to  the  fixing  of  standards  of  qualily  for  those  drugs 
capable  of  it.  together  with  the  appropriate  tests  for  tietecting  adulterations 
when  practicable,  the  following  committee  was  appointed  with  authority  to 
invite  the  co-operation  of  the  several  Colleges  of  Pharmacy,  by  vote  of  the 
Association. 

William  Procter,  Jr.,  q(  Philadelphia,    George  D.  Coggcshall,  of  New  York. 

8th.  The  same  Committee  were  also  directed  to  report  on  the  late  Circular 
of  Instructions  from  the  Treasury  Department,  such  amendments  as  they  may 
deem  necessary. 

9thv  The  Committee  on  Pharmaceutical  Education,  (No.  2,)  as  above,  were 
instructed  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  endeavoring  to  obtain  such  Con- 
gressional action  as  would  compel  all  Special  Examiners  of  Drugs  and 
MedicMies  to  be  either  Graduates  of  Pharmacy,  or  to  receive  certificates  of 
<inalification  for  such  office  from  some  College  of  Pharmacy  recognized  by 
(his  Association, 
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Held  in  Cincinnati  July  25tli  and  2Gth,  1854. 
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PHILADELPHIA: 

Merrihew  &  Thompson's  Steam-Power  Book  and  Job  Printing  Office^ 

Merchant  Street,  above  Fourth. 

1854. 


NOTE  BY  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

The  present  pamphlet  will  be  found  to  contain  a  full  history  of  the  Transactions  of  the 
iate  Meeting  of  the  Association,  with  the  exception  of  the  documents  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Statistics  of  Pharmanj,  which,  although  voluminous,  refer  only  to  the 
Southern  Atlantic,  Gulf  and  New  England  States,  in  relation  to  all  of  which  districts  the 
published  "  Proceedings  "  of  last  year  contained  pretty  full  reports.  The  subject  of  Sta- 
tistics being  continued  in  charge  of  the  Committee,  it  is  expected  that  at  a  future  meeting 
all  the  facts  that  can  be  collected  upon  it  will  be  fully  presented  in  a  compact  form,  and 
will  form  an  important  and  interesting  document  for  publication.  The  "  Address  to  the 
Pharmaceutists  of  the  United  States,  their  Clerks  and  Apprentices,"  has  been  published 
in  a  separate  pamphlet  for  gratuitous  distribution.  The  edition  is  large,  and  we  solicit 
the  aid  of  the  friends  of  Pharmaceutical  Education  throughout  the  country  in  spreading  it 
before  those  for  whom  it  was  designed. 

The  Meeting  at  Cincinnati  proves  to  have  been  ill-timed.  Most  of  the  members  and 
delegates  who  had  prepared  or  intended  to  make  the  journey,  were  deterred  as  the  time 
approached  by  ihc  general  prevalence  of  malignant  diseases,  especially  in  the  Atlantic 
cities,  aggravated  by  the  excessive  heat  of  the  weather.  The  apothecaries  were  generally 
detained  by  their  duty  to  their  several  commimities,  and  many  who  were  otherwise  at 
liberty,  felt  constrained  by  considerations  of  domestic  and  social  duty  from  leaving  home 
at  a  time  of  such  general  and  alarming  sickness. 

That  the  small  attendance  was  not  from  lukewarmness  or  want  of  interest,  is  sufficiently 
shown  by  the  encouraging  nature  of  our  correspondence,  and  by  the  zeal  and  good  feeling 
that  prevailed  at  the  meeting.  It  is  abundantly  evident  that  a  wide-spread  and  increasing 
interest  is  being  felt  throughout  the  country  in  the  aims  and  measures  of  the  Association. 

Fiom  the  list  of  members  and  correspondents  published  herewith,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  organization  already  represents  sixteen  States  of  the  Union ;  and  there  cau  be  no 
doubt,  that,  should  the  Constitution  be  so  modified  as  to  admit  to  membership  those  who 
have  been  prevented  from  attending  its  meetings,  although  desirous  of  being  identified 
with  it,  the  roll  would  soon  embrace  a  much  larger  proportion_^of  the  reputable  pharma- 
ceutists and  druggists  throughout  the  United  States. 

Edward  Parrish,  Pliiladelphia. 

A.  M.  Stevens,  Cincinnati.  )■  Ex.  Com. 

C.  B.  Guthrie,  Mempliis, 
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The  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  met  at  the  hall  of 
the  Mechanics'  Institute,  Cincinnati,  July  25th,  1854,  at  11 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

In  the  absence  of  William  A.  Brewer,  President,  the  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  C.  B.  Guthrie,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents, 
and  on  motion,  Edward  S.  Wayne,  of  Cincinnati,  was  appointed 
Secretary,  pro  tern.,  in  lieu  of  Edward  Parrish,  of  Philadelphia, 
the  Secretary,  who  was  not  present. 

On  motion,  a  Committee  of  the  members  of  the  Association 
was  appointed  by  the  Chair  to  examine  Credentials,  and  that 
duty  was  assigned  to  W.  B.  Chapman,  C.  A.  Smith,  and  Wm. 
Procter,  Jr. 

After  a  recess,  this  Committee  reported  the  following  list  of 
delegates  and  gentlemen,  as  having  been  appointed  by  their  re- 
spective Colleges. 

By  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy. — George  D.  Cogge- 
shall,  Benjamin  Canavan,  Eugene  Dupuy,  Buckland  W.  Bull, 
and  John  Meakim. 

By  the  3iassacliusetts  College  of  Pharmacy. — William  A. 
Brewer,  S.  M.  Colcord,  Joseph  Burnett,  Daniel  Henchman,  H. 
W.  Lincoln. 

By  the  PhiladeljyMa  College  of  Pharmacy. — Henry  C.  Blair, 
Charles  Ellis,  John  H.  Ecky,  Charles  Bullock,  and  C.  H,  Dingee. 

By  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Pharmacy. — W.  J.  Gordon,  A. 
M.  Stevens,  Theodore  Marsh,  W.  H.  Coolidge,  and  Edward  S. 
Wayne. 

No  communications  relative  to  delegations  from  the  Maryland 
College  at  Baltimore,  or  from  the  Richmond  Association,  were 
received. 

The  following  gentlemen  having  been  severally  recommended 
by  three  members  of  the  Association,  were  endorsed  by  the 
Committee  as  eligible  for  membership,  and  were  duly  elected, 
viz  :  Hamilton  Creighton,  of  Xenia,  Ohio  ;  W.  S.  Merrell,  W.  C. 
Arons,  and  W.  H.  Addersley,  of  Cincinnati. 
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The  roll  was  then  called,  and  the  following  members  found  to 
be  present ; 


C.  B.  Guthrie, 

Tenn. 

W.  S.  Merrill,  Cincinnati,  0. 

S.  M.  Colcord, 

Mass. 

Tlieo.  Marsh, 

ii 

C.  A.  Smith, 

Ky. 

W.  H.  Addersly, 

(( 

W.  Procter,  Jr., 

Pa. 

A.  M.  Stevens, 

a 

H.  T.  Cummings, 

Maine. 

W.  C.  Arons, 

li 

W.  B.  Chapman,  Cincinnati,  0.  W.  J.  M.  Gordon,     <« 

Edward  S.  Wayne,       "  H.  Creighton,  Xenia,  0. 

( The  folloiving,  tliough  not  at  this  time  registered  on  the  roll, 
were  afterwards  elected  members  and  attended  the  sittings  :) 

Lewis  Rehfuss,  Cincinnati,  0.      J.  W.  Hannaford,  Cinn.,  0. 

J.  V.  Whetstone,         "  John  Scott,  « 

W.  R.  Smith,  Hillsboro,  0.        Asbury  Kent,  " 

It  was  a  source  of  regret  to  the  Association  that  so  many  of 
its  members  were  absent ;  the  causes  assigned  had  reference 
chiefly  to  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  cholera  in  the  Eastern 
cities,  requiring  the  presence  of  pharmaceutists  at  their  posts,  or 
to  indisposition  in  themselves  or  families. 

On  motion,  a  Committee  was  selected  to  nominate  permanent 
officers  for  the  Association,  consisting  of  William  Procter,  Jr., 
W.  H.  Coolidge,  C.  A.  Smith,  H.  T.  Cummings,  H.  Creighton, 
and  S.  M.  Colcord. 

After  a  recess  this  Committee  reported  the  following  nomina- 
tions : 

For  President William  B.  Chapman,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

For    Vice  Presidents Henry  T.  Cummings,  of  Portland, 

Maine;  John  Meakim,  of  New  York;  Joseph  Laidley,  of 
Richmond,  Virginia. 

For  Treasurer.— Ba^ivel  M.  Colcord,  of  Boston. 

For  Recording  Secretary Edward  S.  Wayne,  of  Cincinnati. 

For  Corresponding  Secretary. — William  Procter,  Jr.,  of 
Philadelphia. 

For  Executive  Committee. — Edward  Parrish,  of  Philadel- 
phia, Chairman;  C.  B.  Guthrie,  of  Memphis;  and  A.  M. 
Stevens,  of  Cincinnati. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted,  and  on  separate 
ballots  the  nominees  were  elected  to  the  several  offices  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

The  President  elect  on  being  conducted  to  the  Chair,  returned 
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his  thanks  to  the  Association  for  the*  honor  conferred,  and 
promised  his  best  services. 

The  nams  of  Lewis  Rehfuss,  of  Cincinnati,  was  now  brought 
forward  by  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  and  he  was  duly  elected 
a  member. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  President  took  the  Chair.  The  minutes  of  the  Morning 
Session  were  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  approved. 

The  report  of  the  late  Treasurer,  Alfred  B.  Taylor,  of  Phila- 
delphia, being  in  order,  it  was  read  and  .referred  to  A.  M. 
Stevens  and  H.  T.  Cummings,  to  be  audited. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  past  year  was 
read  by  its  chairman,  W.  Procter,  Jr.,  and  was  accepted.  This 
report  informed  that  the  Committee,  immediately  on  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  last  meeting,  collated,  printed,  and  published  2000 
copies  of  the  "  Proceedings,"  in  the  form  of  a  covered  pamphlet 
of  48  pages,  at  a  cost  of  $111,  a  part  of  which  amount  was  de- 
frayed by  special  contributions  from  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy,  and  the  Richmond  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

[The  following  statement,  compiled  from  the  Report,  will  exhibit  the 

number  of  '•  Proceedings"  distributed  in  the  several  states  and  cities  as  far 
as  ascertained  : 

New  Enoland  States,  through  S.  M.  Colcord,          -         -  400 

Western  States,  through  the  Corresponding  Secretary,   -  460 

State  of  New  York, 49 

"       Maryland, 22 

•  "       Delaware, 3 

"      N.  Carolina, 21 

"       Georgia, -  48 

''       Mississippi, 29 

"       Florida,             14 

"       California, 23 

"       Pennsylvania,            ......  87 

'•       New  Jersey, 10 

"       Virginia, 86 

"       District  of  Columbia,         -         -        -        .        -19 

"       South  Carolina, 32 

"       Alabama, 26 

''       Louisiana,         - 62 

"       Texas, 5 

Miscellaneous,       -.-.-.„.  25 

Connecticut  and  vicinity,  through  H.  F.  Fish,        -         -  30 

City  of  New  York,  through  T.  B.  Merrick,     -         -         -  100 

City  of  St.  Louis,  through  G.  F.  Chamberlain,        -         -  50 

City  of  Philadelphia, 124 

City  of  Baltimore, 4'? 
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Thirty-five  copies  were  £ent  to  Editors  of  Medical  and  Pharmaceutical 
journals.  About  eighty  copies  retained  by  the  Committee  for  future  use. 
Lists  of  most  of  those  to  whom  the  "  Proceedings  have  been  sent  are  pre- 
served by  the  Committee. 

The  Association  having  by  resolution  directed  the  Executive  Committee 
to  request  the  forwarding  to  them  of  such  local  formulae  as  pharmaceutists 
may  wish  to  communicate,  they  accordingly  reported  such  as  had  been  con- 
tributed, and  they  are  placed  on  file. 

The  Report  further  informed  that  the  Committee  had  issued  circulars  of 
invitation  to  attend  the  present  Convention.  It  also  contained  a  statement 
of  the  expenses  of  the  Committee.] 

The  report  of  Andrew  Geyer,  of  Boston,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  appointed  last  year,  on  a  proposed  certificate  of 
membership,  being  in  order,  was  read  by  Mr.  Colcord  and  laid 
on  the  table  for  future  action.  This  report  was  accompanied  by 
a  draft  of  a  certificate  embracing  a  design  emblematic  of  the  art 
and  science  of  Pharmacy,  and  a  certificate  stating  that  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  having  confidence  in  the 
ability  and  integrity  of  the  holder,  has  elected  him  a  member  of 
its  body. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Education  (W.  Procter,  Jr., 
E.  Parrish,  D.  Stewart  and  J.  Meakim)  being  called  for,  it  was 
read  by  the  Chairman,  and  was  accepted. 

This  report  consisted,  1st,  of  a  draft  of  an  Address  to  the 
Pharmaceutists  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  education 
in  the  shop  ;  (Apjjefidix  A.)  2d,  a  copy  of  the  circular  issued  by 
the  committee  to  gather  information  relative  to  the  condition  of 
education  among  apothecaries ;  3d,  of  the  answers  to  these  cir- 
culars, tabulated  for  reference,  and  the  report  of  G.  L.  Simmons, 
of  California,  on  the  condition  of  apprenticeship  in  that  state  ;  (^Ap- 
pendix E.)  4th,  the  report  on  quack  medicines,  specially  referred 
last  year ;  [Appendix  G.)  5th,  a  report  on  the  expediency  of 
endeavoring  to  obtain  congressional  action  in  reference  to  the 
mode  of  appointing  drug  inspectors;  (Appendix  D.) 

On  motion  of  C.  B.  Guthrie,  the  <'  Address  "  was  adopted  by 
the  Association,  directed  to  be  printed  in  the  Proceedings,  and 
the  Executive  Committee  were  instructed  to  print  such  a  number 
of  copies,  in  a  separate  form,  as  in  their  judgment  were  neces- 
sary for  general  distribution. 

The  fifth  document  accompanying  the  report,  relative  to  the 
expediency  of  seeking  Congressional  action  on  the  appointment 
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of  special  examiners  of  drugs,  was  read  and  accepted.  (Appen- 
dix D,) 

The  report  on  "  The  Circular  of  Instructions  to  the  Special 
Examiners  of  Drugs,  etc."  issued  by  Mr.  Guthrie,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  referred  to  the  committee  on  "  Standards  for  the 
Inspection  of  Drugs,"  was  now  read  and  accepted.  (^Apipendix  C.) 

The  Report  of  the  committee  on  "A  system  of  Standards  for 
the  government  of  the  Special  Examiners  of  Drugs,"  etc.,  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Procter  and  Coggeshall,  was  now  read  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  was  accepted,  and  laid  on  the  table 
for  future  action.  {^Ap>pendix  B.) 

A  communication  from  Gustavus  L.  Simmons,  of  Sacramento, 
California,  corresponding  member  of  the  Association  was  now 
read,  accepted,  and  laid  on  the  table.  {^Appendix  F.) 

The  Report  on  the  subject  of  "Home  Adulterations"  being 
called  for,  C.  B.  Guthrie,  Chairman,  stated  that  the  committee 
had  not  been  unmindful  of  the  task  assigned  them ;  that  in  pro- 
ceeding in  their  labors  the  subject  had  so  increased  in  magnitude 
and  importance  that  they  did  not  feel  ready  to  report  this  year, 
and  thought  that  by  the  time  of  the  next  annual  meeting  they 
would  be  able  to  produce  a  report  that  would  surprise  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Association.  The  Committee  was  continued,  and 
encouraged  to  proceed. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  on  Statistics  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow  at  the  request  of  the  Committee. 

The  Report  on  Quack  Medicines,  was  now  called  for,  read,  and 
accepted.  [Ajjpendix  G.\ 

Then  adjourned  to  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Evening  Session. 

At  the  appointed  time  the  President  called  the  meeting  to 
order,  and  the  afternoon  minutes  were  read  and  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Report  on  the  Certificate  of  Membership,  read 
in  the  afternoon  session,  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  Some 
discussion  ensued.  The  draft  submitted  by  the  Committee  was 
objected  to  as  not  meeting  the  wants  of  the  Association.  The 
design  of  the  artist  was  objected  to  as  not  being  appropriate; 
and  the  suggested  wording  of  the  certificate  was  considered  as 
being  far  too  positive,  making  the  instrument  equal  to  a  diploma, 
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as  it  certified  to  the  moral  as  well  as  professional  character  and 
qualifications  of  the  holder. 

Mr.  Colcord  observed  that,  unfortunately,  none  of  the  Com- 
mittee vrere  present,  and  he  was  unable  to  state  their  views. 

On  motion  of  C.  A.  Smith  the  whole  matter  was  laid  on  the 
table  until  next  year,  and  the  Committee  continued. 

On  motion  of  C.  B.  Guthrie  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
Standards  was  directed  to  be  printed  in  the  proceedings.  The 
importance  of  the  subject  was  dwelt  upon  and  it  was  resolved  to 
continue  the  committee  (Messrs.  Procter  and  Coggeshall,)  and 
increase  it  at  the  suggestion  of  its  chairman,  by  the  addition  of 
Charles  T.  Carney  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  and  Edward  S. 
Wayne  of  Cincinnati. 

The  consideration  of  Mr.  Simmons'  report  on  the  state  of 
Pharmacy  in  California  was  now  resumed,  and  the  Executive 
Committee  were  directed  to  print  it  in  the  Proceedings.  (^Ajjjje?!- 
dix  F.) 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  unofiicinal  formulae!  com- 
municated by  Messrs.  Mathews  of  Buffalo,  Cummings  of  Maine, 
and  Meakim  of  New  York,  and  contained  in  the  Report  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  be  preserved  by  the  Secretary,  with  a  view 
to  publication  when  future  similar  contributions  accumulate  suf- 
ficiently to  justify  it. 

A  letter  from  the  New  York  delegation  to  the  late  President, 
giving  the  reasons  for  their  inability  to  be  present,  was  read.  The 
meeting  adjourned  to  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Second  day.  Morning  Session. 

July  26th, — 8  o'clock,  A.  M. — The  Association  met  and  ac- 
cepted an  invitation  from  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Pharmacy 
to  visit  their  Cabinet,  located  in  the  Museum  rooms  of  the  Miami 
Medical  College.  (The  Collection  of  East  India  drugs  and  other 
specimens  is  quite  numerous.  A  valuable  series  of  the  Cinchona 
barks  of  Peru  and  Columbia  is  embraced  in  it ;  the  whole  including 
chemical  and  botanical  items,  numbering  more  than  eight  hundred 
specimens,  neatly  enclosed  in  bottles  and  boxes,  and  labelled.) 

Before  returning  to  the  Hall,  the  members  were  gratified  in 
visiting  the  new  steam  fire  apparatus  belonging  to  the  city  of 
Cincinnati,  and  the  invention  of  one  of  her  citizens. 
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At  half  past  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  Association  was  called  to 
order  by  the.President,  and  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
were  read  and  adopted.  Dr.  Guthrie,  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee "  on  the  Collection  and  Arrangement  of  the  Statistics  of 
Pharmacy  in  the  United  States,"  read  a  sub-report  by  Joseph 
Laidley  of  Richmond,  on  the  state  of  Pharmacy  in  the  Southern, 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  States,  accompanied  by  tables  containing 
much  valuable  information,  which  VfiW  prove  very  serviceable  to 
future  inquirers.  The  sub-report  of  Dr.  Cummings,  on  the  state 
of  Pharmacy  in  the  New  England  States,  was  also  read,  detail- 
ing many  deficiencies  in  the  practice  of  Pharmacy  of  that  section, 
and  attributing  a  portion  of  them  to  the  illiberal  course  adopted 
by  some  physicians. 

Dr.  Guthrie  continued  the  report  for  the  Western  States  verbal- 
ly, excused  the  physicians  of  that  region  from  any  unfriendliness 
to  pharmaceutists,  but  gave  ample  evidence  to  the  necessity  of 
pushing  measures  of  pharmaceutical  reform  in  those  States. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  brought  forward  the  names  of 
J.  V.  Whetstone  and  J.  W.  Hannaford  of  Cincinnati,  and  W.  R. 
Smith  of  Hillsborough,  Ohio,  who  were  duly  elected  members 
and  signed  the  Constitution. 

The  report  of  the  late  Corresponding  Secretary,  Wm.  B. 
Chapman,  was  read  and  accepted. 

(This  report  informed  that  on  the  24th  of  August,  last  year,  a  circular 
was  issued  informing  the  numerous  Correspondents  o{  ihe'ir  selection,  and 
requesting  a  note  of  acceptance  or  declination.  Of  the  forty-three  persons 
thus  addressed,  sixteen  accepted  and  five  declined,  while  twenty-two  failed 
to  answer  the  circular,  of  which  the  Executive  Committee  was  duly  in- 
formed. 

On  the  4th  of  October  a  letter  was  addressed  to  Prof.  G.  B.  Wood,  in 
accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Association,  soliciting  the  publica- 
tion of  a  large  and  cheap  edition  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopceia.  No  official 
reply  was  received, ^but  the  Secretary  learned  indirectly  that  the  proposition 
was  favorably  entertained.) 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Guthrie,  it  was  resolved  that  this  Associa- 
tion recommend  to  the  several  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  and 
Pharmaceutical  Associations,  the  appointment  of  Committees  of 
Correspondence  from  their  own  bodies,  who  shall  address  the 
apothecaries  of  their  respective  sections  upon  the  objects  of  this 
Association,  for  the  promotion  of  its  designs. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  prizes  was  now  read  by  its 
Chairman,  C.  A.  Smith,  in  which   it  is  recommended,  that  in 
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view  of  tlie  limited  finances  of  the  Association,  but  two  prizes  be 
offered  for  the  ensuing  year.  To  make  the  award  more  honor- 
able to  the  recipients,  it  was  determined  to  make  them  in  books 
rather  than  in  money.  The  two  following  resolutions  offered  by 
the  Committee  were  then  adopted. 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  twenty-three  volumes  of  the  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Pharmacy  be,  and  hereby  is  offered  for  the  best 
essay  which  shall  develope  the  commercial  history  of  all  drugs 
indigenous  to  the  United  States,  as  senega,  spigelia,  serpentaria, 
etc.,  as  regards  the  manner  and  places  of  their  collection  and 
preparation  for  the  supply  of  commerce,  the  amount  annually 
collected,  and  the  channels  through  which  they  enter  general 
commerce. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  inorganic  portion  of  Gmelin's 
Handbook  of  Chemistry,  (as  published  by  the  Cavendish  Society 
in  six  volumes,)  is  offered  for  the  best  essay  on  the  question, 
"  Do  Hyoscyamus,  Belladonna  and  Conium,  grown  in  the  United 
States,  contain  their  active  principles  in  the  same  proportions  as 
the  European  grown  plants." 

To  carry  out  the  object  of  the  resolutions  in  an  efficient  and 
impartial  manner,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  all  essays  (In  answer  to  the  above  resolutions,) 
be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  judges,  who  will  report  on 
their  relative  merit  to  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion, this  committee  to  consist  of  Daniel  B.  Smith  of  Philadelphia, 
Dr.  David  Stewart  of  Baltimore  and  John  Meakim  of  New 
York. 

Resolved,  That  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  none  of  the 
essays  received  are  worthy  of  the  prizes,  that  they  decline  award- 
ing them  in  their  report ;  the  contributor^'may  then  either  with- 
draw their  essays  or  leave  them  in  possession  of  the  Association. 
Resolved,  That  all  essays  contributed  for  the  prizes  be  delivered, 
free  of  charge  to  Daniel  B.  Smith  of  Germantown,  Philadelphia, 
on  or  before  the  second  Tuesday  of  August,  1855,  in  order  to 
give  time  for  their  examination.* 

On  motion  of  C.  A.  Smith,  it  was  Resolved  that  when   this 

•These  Essays  maybe  directed  to  the  care  of  Wm.  Procter,  Jr.,  Corres- 
ponding Secretary,  S.  W.  corner  of  Ninth  and  Lombard  Sts.,  or  Edward  Parrish, 
Chairman  Executive  Committee,  S.  VV.  corner  Eighth  and  Arch  Sts.,  Philada. 


AMERICAN  PHARMACEUTICAL   ASSOCIATION.  11 

Association  adjourns,  it  adjourns  to  meet  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  September,  1855,  at  3  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

The  President  having  announced  that  the  members  of  the 
Association  were  invited  by  Mr.  Lewis  Rehfuss  to  visit  his  vine- 
yard this  afternoon,  the  invitation  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Guthrie,  the  names  of  A.  J.  Mathews  of 
Buffalo,  and  E.  S.  Wayne  of  Cincinnati  were  added  to  the  com- 
mittee on  "Home  Adulterations." 

The  President  announced  the  reception  of  a  copy  of  <'  An  essay 
on  the  Relation  between  the  Atomic  Weights  of  the  Chemical 
Elements,  by  Josiah  P.  Cooke,  Jr."  from  Wm.  A.  Brewer,  late 
President  of  the  Association,  to  whom  the  thanks  of  the  Asso- 
ciation are  tendered.  On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  2 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  President  called  to  order  about  the  time  agreed  to,  and  the 
Secretary  read  the  minutes. 

On  motion  of  C.  A,  Smith,  it  was  Resolved  that  a  committee 
of  three  be  appointed  to  draft  a  law  regulating  the  sale  of  poisons, 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Association  at  their  next  annual  meeting, 
and  if  approved,  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States  for  their  adoption. 

The  Chair  appointed  Alfred  B.  Taylor,  of  Philadelphia; 
Joseph  Laidley,  of  Richmond  ;  and  Theodore  Marsh,  of  Cincin- 
nati, to  this  service. 

On  motion  of  C.  A.  Smith,  it  was  Resolved  that  a  Committee 
of  three  be  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any  and  what  amend- 
ments are  required  to  the  law  regulating  the  importation  of  drugs 
and  medicines,  to  render  it  more  efficient,  uniform,  and  advan- 
)  tageous  to  the  public  at  large. 

The  Chair  appointed  C.  B.  Guthrie,  of  Memphis ;  G.  D. 
Coggeshall,  L.  W.  Haskell,  of  New  York  ;  and  A.  M.  Stevens, 
of  Cincinnati,  to  this  duty. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution,  offered  by  William 
Procter,  Jr.,  were  adopted  : 

This  Association  having  learned  with  great  interest  that  in  the 
culture  of  the  grape  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cincinnati,  attention 
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has  been  turned  to  the  production  of  wines  and  tartar,  and  that 
the  success  which  has  thus  far  attended  this  branch  of  industry 
leads  to  the  belief  that  in  a  few  years  the  crop  of  each  will  be 
extensive,  it  is  therefore  Resolved,  in  view  of  the  importance  of 
these  articles  in  medicine,  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  adaptation  of  these  wines  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses, and  the  probable  amount  and  quality  of  the  tartar  likely 
to  be  produced  annually. 

The  Chair  committed  this  inquiry  to  Lewis  Rehfuss,  of  Cin- 
cinnati ;  C.  A.  Smith,  of  Blue  Licks,  Ky.  ;  and  C.  B.  Guthrie, 
of  Memphis. 

On  motion  of  the  same  gentleman  it  was 

Resolved,  Inasmuch  as  the  Constitution  of  this  Association 
was  adopted  at  a  time  when  the  wants  of  this  body  were  not  so 
well  known  as  at  present,  that  the  whole  matter  of  its  revision 
be  referred  to  a  suitable  Committee,  to  report  such  amendments 
as  they  may  deem  best  to  the  next  annual  meeting. 

To  this  duty  Edward  Parrish,  of  Philadelphia ;  George  D. 
Coggeshall,  of  New  York  ;  and  Samuel  M.  Colcord,  of  Boston, 
were  appointed. 

It  was  further  Resolved,  that  the  attention  of  the  pharmaceutists 
of  the  United  States  be  directed  to  the  idea  of  universally 
adopting  a  single  name  to  indicate  the  business  of  the  apothecary, 
and  that  the  subject  be  revived  at  the  next  annual  meeting  with 
a  view  to  officially  adopting  one  if  approved. 

On  motion  of  S.  M.  Colcord  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted. 

Resolved,  That  those  members  of  the  Association  who  are 
strangers  in  Cincinnati,  express  their  warmest  gratitude  for  the 
kindness  and  attention  they  have  received  from  the  Cincinnati 
College  of  Pharmacy. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  are  tendered  to* 
the  President  and  Secretary  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they 
have  discharged  their  duties. 

Resolved,  That  we  appreciate  the  efforts  of  the  Cincinnati 
College  of  Pharmacy  to  improve  the  standing  and  qualifications 
of  the  drug  dealers  of  the  West,  and  that  we  recommend  them  to 
extend  their  sphere  of  action  to  meet  those  of  other  pharmaceu- 
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tical  societies,  until  such   time  as  new  organizations  are  made 
Avithin  their  sphere. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  presented  the  name  of  Asbury 
Kent,  of  Cincinnati,  as  a  candidate  for  membership,  and  he  was 
duly  elected. 

The  Association  now  adjourned  to  accept  the  invitation  of  Mr. 
Rehfuss  to  his  hospitable  mansion,  situate  a  few  miles  west^of 
Cincinnati,  agreeing  to  meet  on  their  return  for  final  adjourn- 
ment. 

Evening  Session,  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

After  the  organization  of  the  meeting  and  the  reading  of  the 
previous  minutes.  Dr.  Guthrie  offered  the  following  Resolution, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Association  are  due  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  Mr.  Lewis  Rehfuss  for  the  many  interesting 
and  valuable  facts  furnished  in  connection  with  the  culture  of 
the  grape,  and  for  his  generous  hospitality. 

John  Scott,  of  Cincinnati,  having  been  recommended  and  en- 
dorsed by  the  Credential  Committee,  he  was  duly  elected  a  mem- 
ber and  signed  the  Constitution. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Secretary  read  the  gene- 
ral minutes,  which,  after  amendments,  were  adopted  as  a  whole, 
and  the  Association  adjourned  to  meet  in  New  York  City  on  the 
Second  Tuesday  in  September,  1855,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Edward  S.  Wayne, 

Recording  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX 


A. 

ADDRESS 

To  the  Pharmaceutists  of  the  United  States. 

The  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  deeply  impressed 
Toth  the  importance  of  adopting  some  measure  by  which  the 
present  and  future  apothecaries  of  this  country  may  be  improved 
in  educational  standing,  viewed  in  reference  to  the  practice  of 
their  profession,  have  determined  to  address  their  brethren  every- 
where in  our  widely  extended  country,  believing  that  some  good 
results  may  arise  from  the  hints  they  will  suggest. 

By  an  inquiry  extended  to  all  sections  of  the  Union,  it  has 
been  ascertained  that  a  vital  defect  exists  in  the  very  budding 
process  of  pharmaceutical  education — the  apprenticeship.  In 
all  the  pharmaceutical  institutions  of  Europe,  where  degrees  are 
granted  to  apothecaries,  the  preliminary  service  in  the  shop  is  a 
sine  qua  non  to  admission  to  the  examinations,  it  being  gene, 
rally  four  years,  and  in  many  of  them  the  attendance  on  lec- 
tures follows  this  term  of  practical  initiation  into  the  duties  of 
the  shop  and  laboratory.  In  England,  where  as  yet  no  degree- 
granting  institution  exists  among  pharmaceutists,  the  appren- 
ticeship system  is  carried  out  by  indenture  as  in  ordinary  usage, 
so  important  is  this  preliminary  training  conceived  to  be  to  the 
education  of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist.  In  many  stores  in  the 
Atlantic  cities  north  of  Virginia,  and  more  especially  in  Phila- 
delphia, a  system  of  apprenticing  exists,  yet  it  rarely  happens 
that  a  lad  is  legally  indentured  ;  the  idea  of  such  an  instrument 
being  exceedingly  repulsive  to  most  boys  who  aim  at  the  apothe- 
cary business.  In  lieu  of  a  legal  indenture  a  feeling  of  honor- 
bound  obligation  should  exist,  equally  binding  on  the  part  of  ap- 
prentice and  employer,  capable  of  retaining  the  connection  un- 
til the  obligation  is  cancelled  by  termination  of  service  and  com- 
pletion of  education.  For  want  of  this  tie  between  learners 
and  employers,  our  country  has  been  deluged  with  incompetent 
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drug  clerks,  -whose  claim  to  the  important  position  they  hold  or 
apply  for  is  based  on  a  year  or  two's  service  in  the  shop,  per- 
haps under  circumstances  illy  calculated  to  increase  their  know- 
ledge. These  clerks  in  turn  become  principals,  and  have  the  direc- 
tion of  others — alas !  for  the  progeny  that  some  of  them  bring 
forth,  as  ignorance  multiplied  by  ignorance  will  produce  neither 
knowledge  nor  skill. 

When  we  investigate  the  causes  of  this  state  of  things,  it  will 
be  found  to  arise  primarily  in  the  want  of  a  correct  feeling  of 
the  dignity  and  responsibility  of  the  calling  of  the  apothecary 
as  a  branch  of  the  medical  profession.  The  larger  number  of 
those  who  deal  in  drugs  and  medicines  do  it  solely  to  make  mo- 
ney ;  they  aim  at  making  the  most  out  of  the  least  outlay  of 
capital  or  trouble  ;  to  sell  medicines  is  their  vocation ;  and  he  is 
the  best  clerk  who  can  sell  the  most,  under  whatever  circum- 
stances it  is  effected.  To  avoid  the  necessity  of  gaining  the  re- 
quisite knowledge  of  practical  pharmacy,  it  is  no  uncommon 
habit  to  buy  their  preparations  ready  made,  except  the  simpler 
ones,  and  at  the  lowest  price,  and  the  business,  thus  shorn  of  its 
most  interesting  department,  the  application  of  chemistry  to  the 
conversion  of  crude  drugs  into  medicines,  becomes  a  mere  store 
keeping,  where  the  drug  clerk  is  kept  putting  up  and  selling 
parcels  and  bottles  of  medicines,  the  preparation  of  which,  and 
the  beautiful  reactions  often  concerned  in  their  manufacture,  he 
is  as  complete  a  stranger  to  as  though  they  did  not  exist.  Is  it 
any  wonder  then,  that,  after  one  or  two  years  service,  the  ap- 
prentice should  fancy  that  he  had  learned  the  business  as  a.  seller 
of  drugs  and  chemicals,  and  becoming  uneasy  at  the  prospect  of 
a  four  years  term,  breaks  the  slender  connection  that  binds  him 
to  his  employer,  and  starts  out  as  a  fledged  clerk !  In  these 
days  of  manufacturing  pharmaceutists,  when  most  of  the  nicer 
preparations,  from  Dover's  powder  to  fluid  extracts,  are  to  be 
bought  ready  made,  the  temptation  to  purchase  them  is  great, 
even  to  the  qualified  principal,  who  thus  saves  himself  the  re- 
sponsibility and  trouble  attending  their  manufacture  ;  but  he  is 
apt  to  forget  the  injustice  thus  done  to  his  proteges,  who  are  thus 
deprived  of  the  important  practical  knowledge  only  to  be  gained 
by  becoming  familiar  with  the  manipulations  they  involve. 
Having  abandoned,  to  a  large  extent,  the  making  of  these  pre- 
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parations,  such  apothecaries  are  ready  but  too  often  to  accept 
the  agency  of  the  numerous  quackeries  that  abound  to  swell 
their  sales,  and  from  this  are  led  into  the  origination  of  secret 
compounds  and  become  quacks  themselves.  Further,  they  are 
induced  to  trench  on  the  business  of  the  tobacconist,  and  the 
variety  storekeeper,  by  keeping  their  wares ;  and  sometimes  to 
a  considerable  amount. 

So  long  as  this  abandonment  of  the  legitimate  duties  of  the 
pharmaceutist  is  permitted,  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  that  appren- 
tices will  feel  that  interest  in  the  business  they  have  embarked 
in  that  is  excited  when  they  are  called  upon  to  carry  out  the  va- 
rious chemical  and  pharmaceutical  processes  that  properly  belong 
to  every  well  conducted  apothecary  shop. 

Familiarity  with  those  processes,  in  which  the  phenomena  of 
mechanical  division,  solution,  extraction,  distillation  and  other 
operations  are  practically  studied,  is  a  true  basis  upon  which  to 
build  the  knowledge  required  by  a  skilful  extemporaneous  phar- 
maceutist, or  prescriptionist,  whose  vocation  includes  the  highest 
department  of  the  art  of  an  apothecary.  It  is  indeed  the  only 
basis  upon  which  it  should  repose.  3Iaking  the  officinal  prepa- 
rations is  therefore  an  indispensable  part  of  pharmaceutical  ed- 
ucation, and  no  apothecary,  whose  scheme  of  business  does  not 
include  the  preparation  of  at  least  a  considerable  portion  of 
them,  can  efficiently  educate  those  under  his  care. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  preparation  of  the  strictly  pharmaceu- 
tical compounds  by  the  manufacturer  of  character  more  surely 
supplies  the  dispenser  with  medicines  of  unexceptionable  quality. 
This  is  only  partially  true,  because  the  institution  of  such  a 
branch  of  business  by  the  qualified,  soon  calls  into  its  scope  un- 
qualified and  careless  men,  who  look  at  profit  and  not  at  thera- 
peutic power  in  the  purchase  and  treatment  of  drugs.  Besides, 
the  temptation  to  expand  their  business  is  a  strong  inducement, 
even  to  the  skilful,  to  make  quantities  of  fugitive  and  easily  de- 
composable compounds,  which  are  forced  on  distant  markets, 
where  they  are  to  be  dispensed,  and  where,  too  often,  the  dispen- 
ser deals  them  out  in  full  assurance  of  their  excellence.  The 
gradual  efi"ect  of  this  custom  on  the  dispenser  is  to  render  him 
tributary  to  the  druggist  and  manufacturing  pharmaceutist  for 
many  preparations,  the  efficiency  of  which  he  is  bound,  by  the 
highest  calls  of  duty,  to  be  personally  assured  of. 
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Before  leaving  this  part  of  the  subject  ^ve  -would  urge  a  care- 
ful consideration  of  these  hints  by  those  of  the  brethren  to 
whom  they  apply,  that  they  may  see  whether  their  duty  to  them- 
selves, to  their  apprentices  and  assistants,  and  to  the  medical 
profession,  does  not  require  them  to  prepare  all  the  ofEcinal  medi- 
cines that  their  shops  will  admit  of  that  are  prone  to  deteriora- 
tion, or  are  difficult  to  test.  In  this  category  certain  of  the 
extracts  and  of  other  classes  of  preparations  are  not  included, 
where  the  use  of  steam  or  a  vacuum  pan,  or  some  other  pecu- 
liarity of  the  process  may  be  required,  not  at  the  command  of 
the  apothecary.  There  are  many  chemicals  that  can  be  'easily 
made  in  the  smallest  apothecary  shop,  from  materials  it  must 
necessarily  possess,  and  w'hich  will  interest  the  apprentice,  yet 
the  safe  guard  which  analysis  offers  to  the  apothecary,  in  protect- 
ing his  stock  of  chemicals  from  adulteration,  renders  it  less  im- 
portant to  include  these  within  the  scope  of  his  laboratory. 

The  correspondence  with  apothecaries  before  alluded  to,  has 
placed  the  Association  in  possession  of  many  facts  bearing  on 
the  condition  of  pharmacy  and  pharmaceutical  education  within 
the  United  States.  It  appears  that  the  tenure  of  apprenticeship 
resting  on  the  simple  agreement  of  the  parties  apprenticed  has 
become  so  lax,  especially  in  the  western  States,  that  as  a  general 
rule  very  little  dependence  is  placed  upon  it.  Boys  are  taken  at 
a  venture  by  the  year,  the  employer  making  the  best  bargain  he 
can,  feeling  assured  that  the  boy  will  leave  or  demand  clerk's 
wages  before  he  has  been  with  him  half  a  regular  term.  From 
this  cause,  it  is  stated,  the  number  of  half  educated  assistants 
is  quite  large,  and  presents  a  serious  difficulty  in  the  prosecution 
of  business  in  the  way  it  should  be  conducted.  As  the  result  of 
this  condition  of  things  it  has  been  found  that  there  are  three 
classes  of  individuals  engaged  in  pharmaceutical  pursuits  who 
claim  the  interest  of  the  Association,  and  to  whom  more  partic- 
ularly this  address  is  directed,  viz :  First,  those  who  are  imper- 
fectly acquainted  with  pharmacy  and  are  in  business  for  them- 
selves ;  secondly,  those  who  have  been  but  half  educated  as  ap- 
prentices and  who  are  now  assistants  receiving  salaries,  having 
the  responsibility  of  business  entrusted  to  them  ;  thirdly,  those 
who  are  now  apprentices  or  beginners  under  circumstances  and 
with  ideas  unfavorable  to  the  acquirement  of  a  thorough  know- 
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ledge  of  the  drug  and  apothecary  business.  Of  course  all  those 
instances,  ^vhich  happily  are  not  a  few,  where  individual  ambitioa 
or  natural  talent  for  study  or  business  has  triumphed  over  the 
difficulties  alluded  to,  are  not  included. 

In  thus  addressing  the  individuals  composing  these  three 
classes,  the  Association  disclaims  all  disposition  to  arrogate  to 
its  members,  as  a  body,  any  superior  claim  to  knowledge  or  skill. 
They  have  associated  together  to  improve  themselves,  and  ta 
adopt  measures  to  improve  the  profession  of  pharmacy  at  large. 
They  know  that  these  classes  of  individuals  exist;  they  feel  that 
a  remedy  is  loudly  called  for,  which,  whatever  it  may  be,  can 
only  be  rendered  efficacious  by  the  consent  and  eo-operation  of 
the  parties  interested.  It  is,  therefore,  earnestly  hoped,  that 
this  address  will  be  received  in  the  kindly  spirit  in  which  it  is 
offered,  and  its  suggestions  examined  and  Aveighed  by  all  who 
may  feel  themselves  to  belong  to  the  classes  addressed. 

After  a  young  man  has  commenced  business  he  rarely  feels 
disposed,  or  thinks  he  has  time  for  systematic  duty,  and  is  apt  to 
discard  all  attempts  at  it,  depending  on  the  occasional  references 
to  books  rendered  necessary  by  the  absolute  demands  of  busi- 
ness. This  is  a  mistake,  there  is  sufficient  time  if  it  i-s  rightly 
applied.  Let  the  young  proprietor  who  feels  his  deficiency, 
make  it  a  rule  before  making  each  preparation,  as  required,  to 
read  carefully  the  commentary  in  the  Dispensatory,  and  after- 
wards note  the  correspondence  or  difference  of  his  results  with 
those  laid  down.  This  will  cause-  him  to  detect  errors,  if  they 
exist,  or  to-  correct  hi«  own,  will  soon  give  a  constant  habit  of  ob- 
servation of  great  practical  value,  and  will  gradually  excite  an 
interest  in  the  collateral  branches  of  science,  chemistry  and  bot- 
any, that,  if  pursued,  will  place  him  on  the  high  road  to  pro- 
fessional competency.  The  young  proprietor  should  adopt  at 
first  an  honorable  scheme  of  conducting  business  )  he  should  de- 
termine to  sell  good  drugs  and  medicines,  come  what  will,  and  in 
doing  so  he  Avill  have  a  right  to  the  best  prices  whether  he  get* 
them  or  not.  He  should  cultivate  a  good  feeling  toward  the 
medical  practitioners  of  his  neighborhood,  should  study  the  in- 
terest of  the  latter  so  far  as  the  efficiency  of  medicines  is  con- 
cerned, and  physicians  will  soon,  from  interest,  incline  towards 
him^.     lie  will  aid  his  success  by  storing  his  memory  with  gene- 
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ral  information  useful  to  his  patrons,  and  render  himself  as  ne- 
cessary to  the  comfort  as  he  is  to  the  health  of  his  neighborhood 
by  his  willingness  to  give  it  out. 

These  remarks  apply  to  the  dispenser  of  medicines  rather  than 
to  one  doing  a  mixed  or  wholesale  business ;  on  the  former  mainly 
depends  the  progress  of  pharmacy,  and  remembering  his  own 
imperfect  opportunities,  he  should  give  to  his  apprentices  or 
subordinates  the  best  tuition  he  is  capable  of.  It  is  a  mistaken 
and  short-sighted  policy  in  the  apothecary  to  withhold  instruc- 
tion beyond  the  merest  calls  of  business,  under  the  impression 
that  it  will  react  unfavorably  to  his  interest.  The  man  who  has 
efficient  assistants  will  have  his  reputation  increased  instead  of 
diminished,  and  this  will  be  a  safeguard  against  ingratitude, 
when  it  occurs. 

To  this  end  he  should  improve  and  extend  his  pharmaceutical 
library  by  annual  additions  ;  he  should  encourage  the  periodical 
literature  of  Pharmacy  to  keep  posted  up  with  the  improve- 
ments and  discoveries  of  the  day,  and  he  should  exhibit  such  an 
interest  in  his  apprentices  or  assistants  as  will  encourage  them 
to  adopt  a  habit  of  study,  which  is  the  best  safeguard  against  the 
temptations  into  which  young  men  and  boys  are  drawn,  unless 
they  have  some  regular  object  of  pursuit. 

The  second  class,  or  assistants  but  half  educated,  are  a  numer- 
ous and  interesting  portion  of  the  pharmaceutical  community. 
They  are  found  every  where,  because  the  causes  of  their  defi- 
ciencies exist  every  where,  though  not  equally  so.  To  induce 
these  to  do  now  what  they  should  have  done  in  their  minority  is 
the  object  of  this  appeal.  The  assistant,  except  in  those  in- 
stances where  the  pressure  of  business  is  continuous  during  busi- 
ness hours,  has  ample  opportunities  for  study.  He  should  not 
fail  to  embrace  them  on  every  occasion,  whilst  his  mind  is  un- 
trammelled by  the  troubles  and  responsibilities  of  the  engage- 
ments peculiar  to  the  proprietor.  He  should  beware  of  the  idea 
that  he  "  knows  enough  to  conduct  business."  In  offering  him- 
self as  a  pharmaceutical  assistant,  a  young  man  tacitly  declares 
that  he  is  capable  of  conducting  a  dispensing  establishment ; 
that  he  is  a  fit  adjunct  to  the  physician  in  combatting  disease. 
He  assumes  a  responsible  position,  next  only  to  that  of  his  em- 
ployer.    In  the  eye  of  the  law  he  is  responsible,  in  the  absence 
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of  his  employer,  for  the  conduct  of  business,  and  is  actionable  for 
the  results  of  his  own  ignorance  and  carelessness,  A  proper  sense 
of  this  should  induce  the  assistant  to  qualify  himself  by  study ; 
to  read  regularly  and  understandingly,  and  assist  his  reading 
when  necessary  by  experiment  and  observation.  He  should 
never  let  a  false  pride  induce  him  to  let  an  error  pass  over  un- 
corrected, and  he  should  always  keep  in  view  that  his  destiny  is 
to  be  a  proprietor,  and  act  as  becomes  a  pharmaceutist.  By 
pursuing  these  suggestions  many  third  or  fourth  rate  assistants 
might  command  the  best  situations  and  good  salaries. 

The  third  class — the  beginners  or  apprentices — call  forth  the 
earnest  sympathy  of  the  Association.     It  depends  much  on  the 
employer   and   his  chief  assistant  whether  the  apprentice  will 
make  rapid   or  slow  progress,  or  whether  he  will   ever  make  a 
good  apothecary  ;  it  very  much  also  rests  with  himself.     Some 
dispositions  are  so  inimical   to  tuition  that  no  amount  of  pains 
will  fashion  them  into  shape  ;  yet  it  often  happens  that  a  promi- 
sing youth  will  grow  into  irregularities  from  the  want  of  a  little 
candid   training  on  the  part  of  the  employer.     If  there  is  any 
one  fault  in  American  boys  more  prominent  than  another,  it  is 
the  inclination  to  act  independently  of  authority.      The  "  young 
America  "  spirit  leads  to  various  ill  results,  one  of  the  chief  of 
which  is  imperfect  education,  whether  professional,  mercantile  or 
mechanical.     It  is  one  phase  of  this  ill  spirit  that  is  now  filling 
the   ranks  of  pharmacy  with   half  educated   clerks.     Let   the 
young  apothecary  do  well  what  he  attempts,  and  carry  it  out  on 
all   occasions,  from  the  most  menial    service  of  the  shop  to  the 
most  accurate  operation  of  the  laboratory.     Let  him  vie  with 
his  fellows  in  the  graceful  handling  of  the  spatula  and  the  pes- 
tle, in  the  neatness  of  folding  a  powder  or  bundle,  in  the  accu- 
racy of  writing  or  attaching  a  label,  and  in  the  quick,  quiet  and 
courteous  mode  of  conducting  business  at  the  counter  ;  these  are 
all  parts  of  the  accomplishment  of  a  perfect  pharmaceutist.  The 
beginner  should   early  adopt  the  idea  that  his  vocation  consists 
of  something   besides  a  business  for   gaining  a  livelihood ;  it 
also  partakes  of  the  character  of  a  liberal   profession,  and   de- 
mands of  its  votaries  that  they  uphold  its  ethics  even  at  the  sac- 
rifice of  gain,  that  they  sell  good  medicines  even  if  they  get  low 
prices,  because  it  is  wrong  to  dispense  bad  medicines  when  it  is 
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possible  to  get  good.  It  would  be  well  if  every  beginner  could 
have  a  vision  of  the  duties  he  has  to  perform  before  entering  the 
precincts  of  the  shop  as  an  apprentice.  This  picture  would  dis- 
courage all  but  the  earnest  ones  who,  seeing  beyond  present  in- 
conveniences and  annoyances,  aim  at  the  highest  qualification. 
To  these  the  apothecary's  store,  with  all  its  petty  details  and 
trials,  its  busy  days  and  tedious  evenings,  affords  a  field  rich  in 
the  produce  it  yields  to  the  unremitting  exertions  of  the  earnest 
student ;  as  with  Scheele  and  Davy  so  with  many  an  one  in  our 
day.  World-renowned  celebrity  will  cling  to  names  unsuspected 
of  greatness,  the  early  eff'orts  of  whose  possessors  are  now  con- 
fined to  the  narrow  limits  of  the  shop. 

It  is  a  misfortune  to  many  that  the  idea  of  the  lucrativeness 
of  the  apothecary  business  has  long  since  obtained  popular  cre- 
dence ;  and  often  the  fond  parent,  anxious  that  his  boy  should 
be  started  on  the  road  to  fortune,  has  unwittingly  doomed  him 
to  an  unhappy  companionship  with  the  pestle  and  mortar,  when 
in  the  counting  room  of  the  merchant  or  the  workshop  of  the 
machinist  he  might  have  attained  to  their  desires. 

The  numerous  instances  of  individuals  in  other  callings  who 
have  commenced  as  apothecaries,  bear  ample  testimony  to  the 
truth  of  this  statement,  and  are  a  speaking  caution  to  all  con- 
cerned, that  the  fitness  of  boys  for  pharmaceutical  pursuits 
should  be  ascertained  before  placing  them  with  apothecaries. 

The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  sustaining  schools  of  pharmacy 
will  here,  as  in  Europe,  confine  them  to  large  cities,  where  the 
number  of  students  and  the  accessories  to  study  are  numerous. 
Slow  but  regular  currents  will  circulate  between  these  and  dis- 
tant towns,  and  their  Graduates,  in  seeking  spheres  of  action,  will 
carry  back  with  them  the  principles  they  imbibe,  and  thus  act  as 
examples  to  their  less  favored  brethren,  altogether  advantageous 
to  the  public  weal.  The  vast  importance,  therefore,  of  good  schools 
of  pharmacy,  where  the  sciences  pertaining  to  our  art  are  regu- 
larly taught,  is  so  evident,  that  this  Association  freely  extends  its 
countenance  and  encouragement  to  those  already  existing,  and 
to  all  new  efforts,  claiming  for  them  the  patronage  they  deserve. 

Such  are  some  of  the  more  prominent  points  at  issue  in  the 
educational  reform  so  greatly  needed  in  the  pharmaceutical  body 
of  the   United   States.     If  the  incubus  of  quackery  was  remo- 
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ved,  a  general  feeling  of  the  necessity  of  better  means  of  phar- 
maceutical education  existed,  and  a  strong  chain  of  associations, 
linked  together  by  fraternal  feeling,  established,  the  prospects 
of  American  Pharmacy  would  be  flattering  indeed.  The  most 
sanguine  believers  in  progress  do  not  expect  a  sudden  reforma- 
tion ;  but  there  are  many  who  look  with  strong  faith  and  much 
interest  to  the  silent  influence  of  a  better  education  in  working 
a  change  among  the  individuals  of  the  profession,  and  it  is  the 
earnest  hope  of  this  Association  that  the  hints  now  off"ered  in 
this  address  will  not  be  lost,  but  that  many  a  brother,  in  his  dis- 
tant unpretending  scene  of  action,  will  be  induced  to  raise  his 
standing  and  usefulness  by  personal  exertions,  and  become  a 
lifrht  to  his  brethren  and  a  boon  to  his  neighborhood. 


B.  / 

Report  on  Standards  of  Quality  for  the  government  of  Special  Examiners  of 
Drugs,  ^c. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  Boston,  1853,  "to  consider  thai  part  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  inspection  of  drugs  relating  to  the  fixing  of 
Standards  of  quality  for  those  drugs  capable  of  it,  together  with  the  appropri- 
ate tests  for  detecting  adulterations,  when  practicable,"  report  that  they  have 
given  due  consideration  to  the  subjects  referred  to  them. 

The  serious  ditficulties  in  the  way  of  accomplishing  the  objects  aimed  at  in 
the  above  resolution,  were  so  fully  appreciated  by  the  last  Committee,  that 
they  felt  best  satisfied  to  ask  the  direct  action  of  the  Association  regarding 
the" feasibility  of  Standards  for  those  drugs  liable  to  come  under  the  notice 
of  Examiners.  In  not  adopting  that  recommendation,  the  whole  difficulty 
was  thrown  on  this  Committee,  with  the  liberty  of  inviting  the  co-operation 
of  the  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  should  they  deem  it  best.  The  Committee  de- 
termined nol  to  seek  this  collateral  aid,  but  to  prepare  the  report  from  the 
best  means  within  their  reach,  and  let  the  Association  decide  at  its  next 
meeting  on  any  ulterior  course  that  may  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  work 
should  they  deem  it  necessary. 

The  object  of  recognized  Standards  attached  to  particular  drugs  is  two-fold 
— as  a  guide  to  the  inspector,  giving  him  a  well-defined  basis  for  his  exami- 
nations, and  as  a  means  of  comparison  for  the  analytical  chemist  when  sub- 
sequently referred  after  rejection.  A  large  number  of  substances  cannot  be 
judged  by  chfemical  analysis,  as  to  medicinal  strength,  because  they  can  not  be 
analyzed  in  a  (juantitative  manner  so  as  to  decide  what  constitutes  a  proper 
percentage  of  their  active  principles.  Hence  standards  based  on  chemical  ana- 
lysis applv  only  to  inorganic  drugs,  and  to  such  organic  drugs  as  contain  well- 
defined  and  isolable  principles.  Analysis  in  its  proximate  sense  may  be  em- 
ployed to  establish  the  identity  of  a  drug  without  its  being  sufficient  to  de- 
termine its  actual  strength. 

When  analysis  fails,  the  judgment  of  the  inspector  must  be  based  upon  the 
pharmacological  characteristics  of  taste,  smell,  feel  and  conformation;  in- 
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eluding  its  botanical  characters,  if  of  vegetable  origin,  and  its  appearance  under 
the  microscope.  The  parallelism  of  external  sensible  properties  with  regular 
chemical  constitution  is  in  most  instances  sufficiently  accurate  to  be  relied 
upon.  For  instance,  rhubarb,  that  is  strongly  odorous,  has  a  good  color,  and 
the  decided  bitterness  and  peculiar  taste  of  the  root,  rarely  fails  to  be  active 
as  a  medicine;  and  where  the  pharmacological  knowledge  of  the  inspector  is 
full  and  practical  we  would  prefer  trusting  to  his  judgment  in  such  cases  than 
to  the  opinion  of  a  chemist,  at  least  until  proximate  organic  analysis  is  more 
perfect  than  at  present.  In  judging  a  bale  or  cask  of  senna,  the  examiner 
will  first  satisfy  himself  that  it  is  senna  and  not  a  sophistication,  which  he 
does  by  the  botanical  characteristics  of  the  leaf; — next  its  freedom  from  an 
excessive  proportion  of  accidental  substances  ; — 3d.  that  its  color,  odor  and 
taste  are  correct.  In  the  case  of  digitalis  where  the  leaves  of  the  second 
year  are  preferable,  accurate  acquaintance  with  structural  botany  will  afford 
essential  service  to  the  inspector. 

Again  ;— When  a  test  standard  is  affixed  to  an  organic  drug  requiring  a 
certain  amount  of  an  active  principle  to  be  present,  it  would  be  more  satis- 
factory if  the  law  would  define  in  what  way  the  drug  should  be  treated  to 
yield  it.  For  instance,  a  manufacturing  chemist,  skilled  in  the  difficult  pro- 
cesses of  pro.ximate  analysis,  will  obtain  a  larger  product  from  a  given  speci- 
men than  a  chemist  who  is  not  specially  familiar  with  that  department.  In 
the  case  of  opium,  an  instance  occurred  where  that  drug  was  condemned  for 
deficient  morphia,  when  it  really  contained  an  overplus. 

The  absolute  strength  of  organic  drugs  cannot  be  fixed  ; — the  natural  va- 
riation in  the  proportion  of  the  constituents  of  vegetables,  arising  from  climate, 
soil  and  season,  is  so  great  that  the  range  of  strength  in  genuine  specimens 
of  a  drug  may  be  quite  wide.  All  such,  as  a  general  rule,  will  have  to  be 
overlooked  ;  yet  in  a  few  cases  the  law  should  be  made  to  exert  its  influence, 
as  for  instance  in  the  cinchonas,  where  every  proportion  of  quinia  from  0.1 
to  3.0  per  cent,  exists,  owing,  as  has  been  alleged,  chiefly  to  the  location  of 
the  trees  above  the  sea  level ;  and  in  opium,  where  in  some  locations  narco- 
lina  appears  to  be  secreted  to  a  large  extent  instead  of  morphia,  (ia  certain 
varieties.) 

When  the  law  declares  that  a  certain  per  centage  of  active  matter  must 
be  present  to  enable  a  drug  to  pass  the  examiner,  it  is  necessary  to  the  effec- 
tual carrying  out  of  the  ordinance  that  a  practical  means  of  demonstrating 
the  fact,  pro  or  con,  be  known.  To  say,  for  instance,  quoting  from  Secre- 
tary Guthrie's  circular,  that  "Jalap  root,  whether  in  root  or  powder,  shall  af- 
ford U  per  cent  of  pure  jalap  resin,"  is  wanting  in  tdearness  of  meaning. 
There  are  two  resins  in  jalap,  both  equally  resins  of  jalap.  One  of  these  is 
the  active  principle  and  is  insoluble  in  ether,  the  other  inert  and  soluble  in 
ether.  The  instructions  should  therefore  expressly  state  that  a  certain  per 
centage  of  jalap  reein  (Jalapin)  insoluble  in  ether  should  be  yielded  by  the 
drug,  else,  in  the  case  of  the  powder  especially,  other  inert  resins  might  be 
introduced  with  fraud.  Again:  In  the  case  of  Benzoin,  the  instructions 
should  say  by  what  process  this  drug  should  be  tested  to  prove  the  absence 
of  12  per  cent,  of  Benzoic  acid,  in  order  to  cause  its  rejection,  as  the  process 
of  sublimation  and  precipitation  afford  very  different  results,  the  latter  being 
the  most  productive. 

In  reference  to  the  purity  of  medicinal  chemicals  there  should  be  a  clear 
understanding.  To  say  that  they  shall  be  pure  in  the  chemical  sense  is  pre- 
posterous, as  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  all  that  are  imported  are  not  so.  There 
is  a  generally  recognised  degree  of  purity  in  chemicals,  manufactured  on  a 
large  scale,  which  is  understood  by  competent  druggists,  and  while  it  is  not 
easy  to  fix  a  rational  per  centage  standard  of  purity  beyond  which  such  ac- 
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cidental  extraneous  matter  shall  not  exist,  any  system  of  inepection  based  on 
positive  or  quantitative  examination  should  embrace  at  least  the  nr:ore  im- 
portant f.hemicals,  the  standard  being  fixed  by  careful  trials  of  commercial 
chemicals  in  good  esteem. 

In  carrying  out  ihe  last  recommendation  a  provision  should  be  made  for 
the  importation  of  chemical  substances  for  the  manufacturing  chemist  in  the 
shape  of  raw  material,  else  our  own  manufacturers  will  be  unable  to  compete 
with  those  of  other  countries.  Crude  Iodine,  for  instance,  is  now  virtually 
excluiled  by  the  construction  put  upon  the  Law. 

As  the  Committee  have  not  been  able,  for  want  of  time,  and  material  ne- 
cessary to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  Resolution  under  which  they  were 
appointed,  to  make  but  a  partial  report,  they  have  determined  to  classify  the 
more  prominent  items  of  the  materia  medica  as  regards  their  susceptibility  of 
being  tested,  and  afterwards  to  give  the  standards  recommended  by  them  for 
adoption. 

1st.— List  of  substances  ivhick  may  be  quantitatively  examined  in  reference  to 
their  active  principles  or  purity  by  analysis,  viz : 


Salts  of  Ammonia,' 

Ammoniacum, 

Salts  of  Antimony, 

Assafetida, 

Balsam  of  Peru, 

Balsam  of  Tolu, 

Benzoin, 

Bromine, 

Salts  of  Lime. 

Camphor, 

Catechu, 

Cinchona  barks, 

Copaiba, 

Creasote, 

Elalerium. 

Ext.  Caunab.  Ind., 

Galbauum, 

G  tmboge, 

Guaiac  resin. 

Salts  of  Iron, 

Iodine, 

Jalap. 

2d. — Drugs  which  miy  be  examined  by  external  and  sensible  properties 
and  characters,  but  the  genuineness  of  which  may  be  corroborated  by  chemical 
tests. 


Salts  of  Lead, 

Lactucarium, 

Lupulin, 

Salts  of  Magnesia, 

jNlanna, 

Myrrh, 

Piperin, 

Nicotina, 

Veratria  and  its  salts, 

Strychnia  and  its  salts, 

Opium, 

Salts  of  Lead, 

vSalts  of  Potassa, 

Scammony, 

Sagapenum, 

Salts  of  Soda, 

Storax, 

Flowers  of  Sulphur, 

Salts  of  Zinc. 

Arsenious  acid, 

Acetic  acid, 


Benzoic  acid. 

Citric  acid, 

Gallic  acid, 

Piussic  acid, 

Tannic  acid, 

Tartaric  acid. 

Valerianic  acid, 

Aconitia, 

Conia, 

Cinchonia  and  its  sal's, 

Atropia       "  " 

Codeia, 

Caffeina, 

Delphinia, 

Morphia  and  its  salts, 

Bruc'ia, 

Veratria, 

Quinia  and  its  salts, 

Quinidinia  and  its  salts, 

Beeberin       "  " 

Salicine, 


Aloes, 

Aconite  root  and  leaves. 

Belladonna  root  &  leaves, 

Cantharides, 

Cardamoms, 

Angustura  bark. 

Allspice, 

Cloves, 

Coccnlns  Indicus. 

Cochineal, 

Colchicum  root  and  seed. 

Colocynth 


Ergot, 

Extract  of  Liquorice, 

Galls, 

Gum  arabic, 

Helleborus, 

Ipecacuanha, 

Kino, 

Nuxvomica, 

Volatile  Oils, 

Black  Pepper, 

Burgundy  Pitch, 

Sabadilla, 


Valerian  root. 

Saffron, 

Rhubarb  root, 

Buchu, 

Canella, 

Capsicum, 

Krameria, 

Cascarilla, 

Gentian, 

Pyrethrum, 

Quassia, 

Scilla, 
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Columbo, 

Pareira, 

Conium  leaves, 

^avin, 
Dulcamara, 

Ciibebs, 

Digitalis, 

Cetraria. 

3di.— Substances 

which 

may  be  examined  by  external 

Castor, 

Carum, 

Maranta, 

Cassia  fistula, 

Musk, 

Carthamus, 

Sarsaparilla, 

Chondrus, 

Senna, 

Cinnamon, 

Ginser, 

Contrayerva, 

Garlic, 

Fennel  seed, 

Althea  flowers  . 

k  root, 

Liquorice  root, 

Aniseed, 

Pomegranate  root  bark, 

Chamomile, 

Pomegranate  fruit  rind, 

Arnica  flowers. 

Elecampane, 

Orange  peel, 

Orris  root, 

Calamus, 

Juniper, 

Serpentaria, 
Veratrum  album, 
Hyoscyamus, 


Lavender  flowers, 

Flaxseed, 

INIace, 

Nutmegs, 

Mezereon, 

Cowhage, 

Papaver, 

Rosa  Gallica, 

Rosmarinus, 

Santalura, 

Siraaruba, 

Tormenlilla, 

Matricaria. 

Essay  toii'ojds  a  list  of  standards  or  tests  for  the  guidance  of  the  examiners  of 
di  vgs  in  carrying  out  the  law  against  the  importation  of  adulterated  or  deteri- 
orated  medicinal  substances. 

Ammoxiacum  should  possess  the  proper  sensible  properties,  should  yield  a* 
least  90  per  cent,  of  soluble  matter  to  alcohol  and  water,  at  least  60  per  cent* 
of  which  should  be  ammoniac  resin  j  and  should  be  free  from  designed  im- 
purities. 

AssAFETiDA  should  coutain  at  least  45  per  cent,  of  bitter  resin  soluble  in 
ether,  and  ihree  per  cent,  of  volatile  oil  when  distilled  with  water. 

Balsam  Peru  should  yield  60  per  cent,  of  cinnamein  or  odorless  volatile 
oil,  heavier  than  water,  when  treated  with  alcohol,  potassa  and  water,  and 
should  afford  at  least  five  per  cent,  of  cinnamic  acid. 

Balsam  of  Tolu  should  yield,  by  careful  distillation,  per  se,  in  a  elass  re- 
toit,  at  least  ten  per  cent,  of  cinnamic  acid,  after  the  empyreumatic  oil  is 
separated ;  and  should  possess  the  proper  sensible  properties  of  this  drug  ac- 
cording to  its  ase. 

Belladonna  Root  should  be  sound  ;  and  its  syrupy,  alcoholic  extract  when 
mixed  with  an  excess  of  solution  of  potassa,  should  readily  yield  atropia  to 
chloroform  when  agitated  with  that  fluid. 

Benzoin  should  contain  70  per  cent,  of  resin  and  at  least  12  per  cent,  of 
crude  Benzoic  acid,  when  boiled  to  exhaustion  with  milk  of  lime  and  the 
filtered  solution  precipitated  with  muriatic  acid. 

Chlorinated  Lime  should  afford  25  per  cent,  of  chlorine  as  indicated  by 
the  sulphate  of  iron  test. 

Cantharides  should  be  sound,  They  should  yield  at  least  per  cent,  of 
oily  extract  to  ether,  which,  when  treated  with  liquor  potassse,  should  afford 
more  grains  of  cantharidin  as  a  residue. 

Cardamoms  should  be  mature  and  sound,  and  should  afford  at  least  15  per 
cent,  of  oily  ethereal  extract,  one  fourth  of  which  is  volatile  oil. 

Caryophyllus.  Cloves  should  yield  at  least  11  per  cent,  of  volatile  oil,  by 
distillation,  of  not  less  than  1.04  sp.  gr. 

Cinchona.  Calisaya  bark  should  yield  at  least  2^  per  cent,  of  sulphate  of 
quinia.  Other  Peruvian  and  Columbian  barks  should  yield  at  least  two  per 
cent,  of  alkaloids,  all  told. 
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CoNii  FOLIA  should  possess  a  uniform  green  color,  decided  narcotic  odor, 
and  when  powdered  and  macerated  iu  liquor  potasse  should  evolve  a  decided 
odor  ol  cimia. 

Copaiba,  if  of  thick  consistence,  should,  when  boiled  with  water  till  the  oil 
is  driven  otT,  leave  a  brittle  resin.  When  the  copaiba  is  thin  and  limpid,  it 
should  afford  more  volatile  oil  without  any  terebiiithinate  odor. 

CuBEBS  should  yield  at  least  16  per  cent,  of  fluid  oleo-resinous  extract  to 
ether. 

Digitalis  should  be  of  the  second  year's  growth,  free  from  stalks,  of  uni- 
form green  color,  and  fully  developed  in  size,  oilor  and  taste. 

Elaterium  should  yield  at  lea^t  20  per  cent,  of  elaterin  when  its  syrupy, 
alcoholic  extract  is  thrown  into  hot  liquor  potasi-ee. 

Ergota  should  be  free  from  insects,  strongly  odorous,  should  yield  34  per 
cent,  to  ether,  and  when  its  alcoholic  extract  is  distilled  with  potassa  in  so- 
lution, the  dislillale  should  be  strongly  odorous  of  secalin. 

Galbanum  should  yield  60  per  cent  of  resin  and  five  per  cent,  of  volatile 
oil  as  a  minimum. 

Gambogia  should  yield  60  per  cent  of  its  weight  to  ether,  and  the  ethereal 
extract  should  possess  the  properties  of  gambogic  acid. 

Guaiac  should  contai'i  not  less  than  80  percent,  guaiao  resin,  known  by  its 
insolubility  in  oil  of  turpentine,  and  by  its  reactions  with  nitric  acid  and 
alkalies. 

Helleborus  should  have  the  taste  and  odor  of  the  root  strongly  developed, 
and  should  not  exhibit  the  cruciform  structure  when  sliced  transversely. 

JoDiNiuji,  if  resublimed,  should  be  pure — if  of  the  variety  called  commercial 
it  should  not  contain  beyond  5  per  cent,  of  water  or  other  impurities,  unless 
specially  admitted  for  manufacturing  purposes  on  bond. 

Ipecacuanha  should,  in  addition  to  the  usual  external  evidence  of  sound- 
ness, etc.,  be  found  when  necessary  to  contain  per  cent,  of  colored  emetia 
obtained  by  precipitation. 

Jalap  should  contain  at  least  7  per  cent  of  resin  insoluble  in  washed  ether 
(or  rhodeoretin,)  which  should  not  be  precipitated  hom  its  solution  in  hot 
liquor  potassae  by  acids. 

Manna  should  contain  95  per  cent,  of  matter  soluble  in  water,  of  which 
at  least  37  per  cent,  is  mannite. 

Nutmegs  at  least  three  percent,  of  volatile  oil. 

MvRRH  should  contain  twenty-live  per  cent,  of  bitter  resin,  and  yield  2  per 
cent,  of  volatile  oil  when  distilled  with  water. 

NuxvoMicA  should  be  sound  and  afford  at  least  0.3  percent,  of  strychnia. 

Oils  fixed  and  volatile  should  be  commercially  pure,  and  should  withstand 
the  best  tests  staled  in  pharmacological  authorities. 

Opium  should  contain  at  least  7  percent,  of  morphia,  purifitd  by  ether  from 
narcotina,  &c.,  unless  admitted  under  bond  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

BiTAHTRATE  OF  PoTASsA  should  uot  coutam  morc  than  three  per  cent,  of 
tartrate  of  lime,  and  shoukl  require  18  parts  of  boiling  water  for  .solution. 

Rhubarb  liooT  should  be  sound,  strongly  odorous,  decidedly  bitter,  and 
should  contain  at  least  10  per  cent,  of  oxalate  of  lirne.  A  strict  adherence  to 
those  points  will  exclude  the  European  rhubarb,  which  is  deficient  in  the  oxa- 
late of  lime,  and  in  odor  and  bitterness. 

Sagapenum  should  yield  3  per  cent,  volatile  oil,  and  fifty  per  cent,  of  resin 
possessed  of  the  properties  described  in  the  Dispensatories. 

Sarsaparilla.  The  several  distinct  varieties  of  this  drug  should  be  ex- 
amined by  their  externai  characters  and  taste,  rather  than  by  chemical  ana- 
lysis. 

Scammony.  Two  varieties  of  scamraony  should  be  recognised.  Amorphous 
or  Virgin  scammony,  which  should  yield  to  ether  70  per  cent,  or  mo.re  of 
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resin,  and  Cake  scammonypot  less  than  50  per  cent,  of  resin,  possessing  the 
proper  characters  of  scanrimony  resin,  in  not  being  precipitated  from  its 
solution  in  hot  liquor  potassa;  by  an  acid. 

Senna  should  be  botanicaHy  true,  of  good  color  and  odor,  and  should  yield 
at  least        per  cent,  of  dry  extract  to  alcohol  of  20  per  cent. 

Pyroxyi.ic  Spirit  should  not  become  milky  on  the  addition  of  water, 
and  should  dissolve  chloride  of  calcium  without  separating  in  two  layers, 

Flowers  of  Sulphur  and  Milk  of  Sulphur  should  be  wholly  volatile 
when  placed  on  a  red  hot  coal. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  skptch  of  standards  is  in  many  places  imperfect — 
several  blanks  remain  to  be  filled.  The  Committee  have  been  unable  to  find 
the  time  necessary  to  carry  out  the  work  as  it  should  have  been  done  to  be 
complete,  and  submit  the  above  sketch  for  the  consideration  of  the  Associa- 
tion, that  it  may  decide  on  on  the  propriety  of  proceeding  in  the  work.  So 
much  depends  on  the  character  and  qualification  of  the  examiners,  that  it 
seems  to  us,  a  movement  of  the  Association  that  would  place  the  inspection 
of  drugs  in  qualified  hands,  would  do  more  for  the  drug  market  than  the 
most  accurate  and  scientific  system  of  standards  will  effect  if  its  execution 
is  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  political  favorites  but  little  fitted  for  the  post. 
William  Procter,  Jr.,    )  Committee. 

Geo.    I).  LOGGESHALL,  J 


Report  on  the  Circular  of  Instructions  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
under  date  of  June  4,  1853. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Circular  of  Instructions,  issued  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  was  committed  at  the  last  meeting,  report  that  they 
have  examined  that  document,  and  ofier  the  following  ciiiical  remarks  on 
some  of  its  items,  viz : 

1st. — "Aloes  when  affording  80  per  cent  of  pure  aloetic  extractive,"  is 
not  sufficiently  explicit  as  a  guide  to  the  examiner.  If  the  aloesin  of  Robi- 
quet  is  meant,  the  figure  is  too  high,  and  applies  only  to  the  best  soeotrine 
aloes.  If  the  matter  soluble  in  cold  water  is  alluded  to,  it  is  also  too  high. 
We  think  the  standard  for  this  drug  should  recognize  cape  and  soeotrine 
aloes  under  distinct  heads. 

2nd. — The  standard  for  Assafetida  is  fair. 

3rd. — The  standard  for  Cinchona  wdl  do  well,  provided  the  second  clause 
"or  tivo  per  cent  of  all  the  alkaloids  combined,"  be  construed  to  mean  all 
the  alkaloids  collectively  without  regard  to  the  proportion  of  quinia.  If  the 
first  clause  is  insisted  upon  all  the  pale  and  othet  cinchonia  barks  will  be 
excluded. 

4th.— The  standard  for  Benzoin  should  indicate  in  what  way  that  drug 
should  be  treated  to  yield  12  per  cent,  of  Benzoic  acid,  whether  by  subli- 
mation or  precipitation. 

5th. — The  standard  for  Colocynth  is  incorrect,  as  no  colocynth  contains 
12  per  cent  of  colocynthin.  According  to  Vauquelin  100  parts  of  the  pulp 
contains  14.4  parts  of  the  principle,  and  on  the  average  the  best  colocynth 
yields  but  one-third  of  its  weight  of  pulp ;  hence  about /re  per  cent  would  be 
nearer  the  correct  amount. 

6lh.— Elaterium  is  required  to  have  30  per  cent  of  Elaterin.  This  figure  is 
too  high,  as  the  best  commercial  Elaterium  will  rarely  yield  over  25  per 
cent,  which  is  quite  high  enough. 
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7tli. — Galbanum  is  required  to  have  more  volatile  oil  than  the  average 
yield  of  the  two  published  analyses.  It  should  not  be  higher  than  the  aver- 
age, else  the  object  of  the  inspection  will  be  defeated;  four  or  live  per  cent 
is  an  ample  average. 

8th.— Gamboge,  the  requiring  of  70  per  cent  of  resin  will  exclude  all  but 
the  pipe  gamboge,  the  best  quality,  both  the  cake  and  coarse  varieties  not 
reaching  that  degree  of  richness  in  resin.     It  may  be  wrong  to  e.vclude 


t 

9th. — The  standard  for  the  Guaiac  at  80  per  cent  of  resin  is  proper. 

10th. — /Vmmoniac  is  required  by  the  treasury  circular  to  contain  70  per 
cent  of  resin,  and  18  per  cent  of  gum.  Asitofien  happens  that  this  gum  resin 
when  of  good  quality  contains  some  easily  separable  impurities  as  capsules, 
etc.,  and  as  the  per  centage  of  resin  above  noted  is  the  highest  that  has  been 
published,  it  would  be  more  appropriate  to  put  the  per  centage  at  60,  or 
what  is  better,  to  require  a  certain  amount  of  matter  soluble  in  alcohol  and 
water,  say  90  per  cent,  at  least  60  per  cent  of  which  must  be  ammoniac  resin. 

IJth. — Jalap.  If  by  pure  jalap  resin,  the  circular  intends  the  jalapin  or 
active  resin  insoluble  in  e:her,  it  is  erroneous,  as  very  little  of  the  commer^ 
cial  root  will  afford  more  than  7  or  8  per  cent.  If  the  crude  resin  is  intended 
the  figures  are  about  right  in  the  circular. 

IQih.— iMANNA.  The  proportion  jo  37  per  cent  of  mannite  as  a  minimum 
is  a  very  proper  ratio  for  this  drug. 

I3th. —  Myrrh.  The  standard  for  Myrrh  is  based  on  the  proportion  of 
resin  and  gum.  The  quality  of  myrrh  depends  much  on  the  proportion  of 
the  volatile  oil.  A.  belter  means  of  judging  myrrh  is  from  the  amount  of 
serai-fluid  oleo-resin  resulting  from  the  evaporation  of  the  ethereal  tincture 
of  myrrh. 

14th. — Opium.  To  require  9  per  cent  of  pure  morphia  from  Opium  is  loo 
high  for  a  standard.  Eight  percent  is  ample,  and  much  opium  contains  not 
more  than  7  per  cent  without  being  specially  adulterated.  It  is  understood  that 
pure  morphia  means  morphia  deprived  of  narcotina  and  codeia. 

15th.— Rhubarb.  The  item  under  this  head  in  the  circular,  requires  that 
'■rhubarb  root  should  contain  40  per  cent  of  soluble  matter,  whether  in  root 
or  powder,"  without  indicating  the  menstruum  to  be  used,  or  the  nature  of 
the  soluble  matter,  and  then  declares  "none  admissible  but  the  articles 
known  as  Kast  India,  and  Turkey  or  Russian  rhubarb." 

We  think  this  method  of  judging  Rhubarb  entirely  erroneous.  The  odor 
and  bitterness  of  the  drug,  and  the  presence  of  a  certain  proportion  of  oxalate 
of  lime  are  far  better  criteria,  than  the  ratio  of  soluble  matter. 

16th — Sagapenum.     3  per  cent  of  volatile  oil,  and  50  resin,  is  correct. 

17th. — ScAMMoNY.  If  but  one  variety  of  Scammony  is  adopted,  the  pro- 
portion of  70  per  cent  of  resin  is  too  high,  as  the  so-called  virgin  Scammony 
of  commerce  does  not  reach  that  proportion  on  the  average.  If  a  practicable 
standard  is  desired,  sixty  per  cent  is  about  a  full  ratio. 

I8th. — Senna.  The  test  of  Senna  is  based  on  its  ability  to  yield  28  per 
cent  ot  soluble  matter,  without  noting  the  menstiuum.  This  is  not  a  .safe  or 
dependible  standard  to  judge  by — as  it  relates  to  only  a  particular  quality  of 
the  drug. 

19lh. — The  clause  of  the  circular  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  vegeta- 
ble drugs  is  good. 

20tli. — The  clause  in  reference  to  the  essential  oils  is  hardly  to  be  relied 
on,  as  the  means  of  judging  the  purity  of  the.se  liquids  is  not  yet  sufficiently 
understood  and  described  to  enable  any  one,  who  is  not  thoroughly  versed 
in  their  behavior  with  tests,  and  with  their  changes  by  time  and  exposure, 
to  arrive  at  positive  conclusions. 

2 let.— The  clause  respecting  "  Patent  Medicines  and  secret  preparations/' 
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throws  the  passing  of  them  through  the  Custom  House  entirely  upon  the 
judgment  of  the  examiner  as  regards  their  safety  "to  be  used  for  medicinal 
purposes."  The  power  thus  delegated  to  the  examiners  is  very  extensive, 
and  is  liable  to  be  arbitrarily  .-ipplied.  If  the  Dru;i  Law  delegates  this  power 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  through  him  to  the  Examiner,  its  pro- 
per enforcement  may  produce  wholesome  results,  yet  there  are  many  who, 
deeming  the  law  to  be  aimed  at  excluding  adulterated  and  deteriorated 
drugs,  chemicals,  and  medicinal  preparations,  doubt  the  ri2;ht  of  the  exami- 
ner to  exclude  these  medicines  unless  adulterated  or  made  different  from 
what  they  profess  to  be. 

22nd. — The  clause  relative  to  appeal,  requires  the  importer  to  make  known 
his  intention  within  ten  days  after  the  rejection  of  his  goods,  which  is 
well.  That  section  making  it  obligatory  on  the  Analytical  Chemist  to 
make  a  full  qualitative  and  quantitative  report  under  oath  appears  to  have 
been  introduced  to  prevent  chemists  from  substituting  r>j)iiiion  for  analysis, 
and  so  far  is  good,  but  its  strict  construction  is  in  most  instances  as  useless 
as  it  is  unnecessary,  and  may  in  some  hands  defeat  the  right  of  appeal. 

The  last  clause  of  the  circular,  giving  the  examiner  power  to  appeal  from 
the  results  of  the  analytical  chemist  may  occasionally  detect  fraudulent  in- 
tent, yet  the  laiv  expressly  declares  the  report  of  the  Cliemist  to  be  final,  and 
not  to  be  reached  by  any  subsequent  action  of  the  Examiner. 

William  Procter,  Jr.,  on  behalf  of  Committee. 


Report  on  the  appointment  of  Special  Examiners. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  "the  expediency  of 
endeavoring  to  obtain  such  consressional  action  as  will  compel  all  Special 
Examiners  of  drugs  and  medicines  to  be  either  Graduates  ot  Pharmacy,  or 
to  receive  certificates  of  qualification  for  such  office  fiom  some  College  of 
Pharmacy  recognized  by  the  Association,"  Report  that  they  have  given  tlie 
subject  a  due  consideration,  and  made  application  by  letter  to  a  prorninent 
member  of  Congress,  but  received  no  encouragement  to  proceed  further. 
They  believe,  in  view  of  the  partizan  character  of  political  appointments, 
and  the  little  dependence  that  can  be  placed  on  the  judgment  of  tl)e  appoint^ 
ing  power  in  cases  like  the  one  under  consideration,  it  will  be  inexpedient 
to  make  any  application  to  Congress,  until  such  time  as  the  Drug  law  itself 
may  require  a  General  change  or  re-enactment,  when  a  claui^e  might  be  in- 
serted, making  it  obligatory  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  appoint  fully 
qualified  Pharmaceutists,  or  persons  who  have  been  educated  as  such. 

William  Procter,  .Jr., 
Edward  Parrish, 

On  behalf  of  Committee. 


E. 
A  general  summary  of  the  answers  to  the  Circular  of  the  Conmittee  on  Pharma- 
ceutical Education- 
Summary  of  answers  to  First  and  Seco?id  Queries. 

1.  What  is  the  usual  manner  of  engasing  apprentices  to  the  drug  and 
apothecary  business  as  to  length  ol  service,  recompense,  &c.,  in  your  dis- 
trict, city,  or  neighborhood  ? 

2.  Is  it  usual  to  give  attention  to  the  preliminary  education  and  training  of 
applicants  in  taking  apprentices'? 
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New  York.  ( From  John  Meakim.)  The  custom  of  apothecaries  in  regard  to 
the  appietiliceship  is  extremely  variable,  no  general  system  being  in  vogue. 
But  little  personal  attention  is  given  to  instructing,  boys  being  allowed  to 
come  up  and  are  not  brought  up.  The  New  York  College  requires  four  years 
service  for  its  graduates,  but  this  is  not  attended  to  in  practice. 

Boston.  (S.  M.  Colcurd.)  Apprenticeship  much  broken  up;  a  wide  dif- 
ference exists  as  regards  the  manner  of  engaging  and  recompensing  junior 
assistants.  They  are  generally  taken  to  stay  till  they  are  21  years  old,  and 
allowed  a  sufficiency  for  board  and  clothes,  but  so  little  reliance  is  placed  on 
their  remaining  a  term  of  years,  that  pharmaceutists  prefer  to  engage  half 
educateil  cloiks  on  salary,  which  occasions  a  scarcity  of  good  clerks. 

It  is  not  usual  to  give  much  attention  to  the  previous  education  and  train- 
ing of  lads  for  apprentices. 

Baltimore.  (F.  A.  Cochrane.)  The  term  of  apprenticeship  in  regular 
stores  is  four  years,  the  pay  i^SO  to  §75  the  first  year;  $125  to  !6150  the  se- 
cond; i^^OO  to  $250  the  third  and  fourth  years;  but  this  applies  only  to  the 
more  prominent  apothecaries. 

But  few  apothecaries  give  any  attention  to  the  preliminary  education  of 
apprentices. 

Louiss  ILLE  (Sutcliffe  If  Hughes.)  There  is  no  regular  system  of  apprentice- 
ship. Boys  are  taken  for  any  length  of  time  they  are  willing  to  stay.  They 
expect  a  compensation  the  first  year,  and  afterwards  consider  themselves 
competent  to  take  charge  of  business.     This  applies  to  the  State  at  large. 

But  little  attention  is  given  to  previous  education  of  boys. 

(From  J.  31.  Morton  Morris.)  It  is  customary  to  take  boys  at  almost  any 
age  without  any  specified  duration  of  service,  the  connection  continuing  as 
agreeable  to  both  parties.  Boys  are  generally  chosen  who  have  had  a  plain 
English  education. 

Bennington,  Vermont.  (S.F.Peck.)  Boys  are  engaged  from  year  to  ytar. 
and  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  apprenticed.  Those  who  have  received  a  good 
school  education  are  generally  preferred. 

Richmond,  Virginia.  (/.  Laidley.)  In  this  city  it  is  usual  in  taking  ap- 
prentices to  give  no  compensation  the  first  year ;  from  ^n^lOO  to  SIJU  the 
second  year,  and  afterwards  increased  if  desired.  There  is  no  general 
specified  term  of  service.  In  judging  of  suitability  of  boys,  apothecaries  look 
more  at  natural  business  talents  than  to  previous  education,  and  consider  the 
man  who  increases  business  more  important  than  the  man  of  education  and 
skill. 

Detroit,  Michigan.  (//•  Simoneau.)  Apprentices  are  usually  bound  by 
indenture  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  on  an  average  receive  for  their  ser- 
vice SloO,  ^200  and  $250  per  year  in  succession.  Not  much  attention  is 
given  to  education. 

Knoxvillk,  Tennessee.  {R.  R.  Strong,)  Apothecaries  generally  depend 
on  salaried  assistants;  when  boys  are  taken  they  are  chosen  for  general  intel- 
ligence rather  than  in  view  of  previous  education  and  training.  The  term  of 
service  is  rarely  fixed  by  contract,  being  from  year  to  year,  and  the  recom- 
pense gradually  increased. 

New  Orleans,  La.  (/.  //.  Tilghman.)  There  is  no  apprenticeship  system 
in  New  Orleans,  each  employer  makes  the  best  bargain  he  can  with  his 
clerks. 

Alexandria,  Virg.  (Dr.  R.  H.  Stabler.)  Apprentices  are  usually  taken  at 
14  to  16  years  of  age  and  agree  to  stay  till  21 ;  the  terms  vary  much — inden- 
tures are  not  usual — and  very  little  attention  is  given  to  previous  education. 

Home,  Ga.  (/v.  Buttey.)  We  have  no  apprentices,  and  employ  clerks  on  a 
salary  during  good  behaviour. 

Buffalo,  N.Y.  {A.  J.  Alathews.)  Apprentices  here  are  generally  selected 
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from  the  best  infonnetl  and  smartest  lads,  and  are  taken  on  trial  for  fron'i 
one  to  three  months,  after  which  they  agree  to  a  term  ol'  years  according  to 
the  age  of  the  applicant. 

The  compensation  is  $100  for  the  first  and  second  years,  and  an  increase 
of  from  Sr)0  to  $100  a  year  after,  according  to  the  value  of  service.  Clerks 
get  from  S500  to  S;1000  salary. 

Portland,  ?,1aine.  (Dr.  H.  T.  Cummings.)  The  manner  of  engaging  ap- 
prentices is  solely  regulated  in  ihis  place  by  the  supposed  mutual  advantages, 
each  party  making  the  best  bargain  he  can  out  of  the  other— the  most  for  the 
least.  Preliminary  education  is  but  little  attended  to,  as  employers  get  bet- 
ter terms  from  the  ill-educated;  but  boys  generally  have  school  learning. 

Wheeling,  Virg.  (/.  Baker.)  No  regular  usage  exists  j  all  depends  on 
agreement  at  the  time,  and  the  arrangement  is  viewed  as  a  mere  business 
transaction,  without  much  idea  of  teaching  a  scientific  art.  But  little  regard 
is  had  to  preliminary  education. 

Portsmouth  and  Xofolk,  Va.  (/.  B.  Campbell.)  Apprentices  are  taken 
from  year  to  year.  $50  is  given  the  first  year  and  gradually  increased  to:S200 
as  a  maximum, — age  from  16  to  18  years.  Common  English  education  only 
required. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  (G.  T.  Chamberlain.)  No  apprenticeship  system  exists 
here.  Boys  are  taken  at  from  14  to  18  years,  and  receive  board  and  $50  the 
first  year,  slowly  increased  till  of  age;  but  it  too  often  happens  that  they  leave 
the  first  or  second  year.  The  only  preliminary  education  required  is  that 
they  make  business  calculations  correctly. 

Summary  of  ansu'crs  to  Third  and  Fourth  Queries. 

3.  Is  any  personal  instruction  extended  to  apprentices  beyond  the  practical 
details  of  the  shop,  as  regards  chemistry,  materia  medica  and  botany. 

4.  What  books  are  usually  provided  for  apprentices  from  which  ihey  may 
derive  scientific  information  bearing  on  their  business? 

New  York.  (Meakim.)  3d.  Pupils  get  but  little  systematic  personal  in- 
struction from  their  employers,  depending  mainly  on  the  Dispensatory  for 
explanation  of  difficult  processes.  4th.  The  U.  S.  Dispensatory,  Gray's  Bo- 
tany, Kane's  Chemistry,  Morfit's  Manipulations,  Pereira"s  Materia  Medica, 
and  Christison  on  Poisons,  arc  found  in  some  stores,  but  many  others  are  less 
fully  provided. 

Boston.  (Colcord.)  3d.  Not  to  any  extent  is  personal  instruction  given. 
4lh.  The  U.  S.  Dispensatory  the  main  dependence.  A  few  of  the  more 
scientific  apothecaries  supply  the  principal  text  books  required  by  the  phar- 
maceutist. 

Baltimore.  (Cochran.)  3d.  Only  in  a  few  instances  is  personal  in- 
struction given  to  appioiitices.  4th.  Wood  &  Bache's  Dispensatory,  and 
Turner's  &  Graham's  Chemistry  are  the  principal  books  used  in  the  shops. 

Louisville,  Ky.  {Sutcliffe  ^' Hughes.)  3d.  No  personal  instruction  is  given 
in  the  science  of  pharmacy,  and  but  few  are  qualified  to  give  it,  with  some 
honorable  exceptions.  4th.  IheU.  S.  Dispensatory  is  generally  depended 
tipon.  Some  apothecaries,  however,  provide  Turner's  Chemistry  and  Ellis' 
Formulary,  and  occasionally  Pereira's  Materia  JMedica,  and  Mohr  &.  Red- 
wood's pharmacy  are  met  with. 

Louisville.  (Morris.)  Very  little  personal  scientific  instruction  is  given 
to  apprentices  or  assistants.  The  books  placed  in  their  way  are  the  U. 
S.  Dispensatory,  Silliman's  and  other  Chemistrys  and  Mohr  k  Redwood's 
Pharmacy. 

Bennington,  Vermont.  (Peck.)  No  personal  scientific  instruction  is 
extended  to  apprentices.  4th.  The  U.  S.  Dispensatory  is  m  every  shop;  a 
few  have  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  in  rare  cases  works  on  chemistry  and  botany 
are  found. 
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Richmond,  Va.  (Laidley.)  3d.  No  personal  instruction  is  given.  The  U. 
S.  Dispensatory  in  some  edition  is  generally  found;  some  stores  have  the 
Pharmacopcpia.  some  Turners  Chemistry,  most  stores  receive  a  Journal  of 
Pharmacy,  and  three  or  four  of  the  21  stores  are  well  supplied  with  books  of 
reference. 

Detroit.  (Simoneau.)  No  personal  instruction  is  given,  and  botany  and 
chemistry  but  seldom  form  a  part  of  the  apprentice's  study.  4th.  The  U.  S. 
Dispensatory  is  almost  the  only  book  used,  occasionally  "Ptreira'"  is  found. 

Knoxvii.le,  Tenn.  {Strona.)  3d.  Very  little  if  any  instruction  is  given, 
4th.  U.  S.  Dispensatory,  the  Pharmacopa'ia,  and  some  chemical  works,  and 
in  a  few  instances  the  Pharmaceutical  Journals. 

New  ORLE.i>;s.  {TUghman.)  Only  such  instruction  as  tends  to  profit.  The 
books  usually  found  are  Wood  &  Bache's  Dispensatory,  Turner  and  P^llis. 

Alexandria,  Va.  (Stabler.)  Apprentices  have  to  depend  mainly  on  their 
own  exertions  for  science.  4th.  The  works  found  in  the  shops  are  Wood  fc 
Bache,  Chapman,  Eberle,  Pereira,  Graham,  Turner  and  others,  also  Mohr 
6c  Reihvood,  and  Mortit's  Manipulations. 

Ro.AiE,  Ga.  (Battey.)  3d.  None.  4th.  The  Dispensatory  and  other  books. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  {Mathews.)  3.  But  little  peisonal  instruction  is  given,  but 
opportunities  are  offered  to  apprentices  for  study.  4th.  There  are  but  three  or 
four  Pharmacopeias  in  Buffalo,  all  the  apothecaries  have  the  U.S.  Dispensa- 
tory, and  a  few  Pereira,  Griffith's  Botany,  Mohr  k.  Redwood,  Gray's  Sup- 
plement, and  the  Jourr:als. 

Portland,  IMaixe.  (Cummings.)  No  personal  scientific  instruction  is  given 
by  employers.  4lh.  The  Dispensatory  is  the  main  and  frequently  the  only 
book. 

Wheeling,  Va.  (Baker.)  None.    4th.  Don't  know  what  books  are  kept. 

Portsmouth  and  Norfolk.  (Campbell.)  There  is  no  systematic,  scientific 
personal  instruction  extended  by  employers.  4th.  All  have  the  U.  S.  Dis- 
pensatory, Turner  &  Ellis,  several  have  Christison,  Mohr  &  Redwood,  Fowne's 
Chemistry,  U.  S.  Pharraacopceia,  Dunglison's  Dictionary,  and  the  American 
Journal  of  Pharmacy. 

St.  Louis.  (Chamberlain.)  None  but  the  casual  instruction  during  ma- 
nipulation. 4th.  The  U.  S.  Dispensatory  almost  solely  relied  on,  though 
other  books  are  occasionally  found. 

Suonmary  of  answers  to  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Queries. 

5.  Having  been  informed  that  the  tenure  of  apprenticeship  is  very  slight, 
in  the  Southern  and  Western  States,  and  that  the  pharmaceutists  have  to  de- 
pend chiefly  on  salaried  assistants,  the  Committee  wish  to  learn  to  what  ex- 
tent they  have  been  correctly  informed. 

6.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  of  the  apprentices  or  assistants  of  phar- 
maceutists attending  lectures  at  medical  schools,  and  how  many. 

New  York.  (Meakim.)  5th.  Not  applicable;  6th.  No  instances  but  those 
of  medical  students  who  go  into  stores  for  a  livelihood.  Apothecaries'  pupils 
go  to  the  school  of  pharmacy. 

Boston.  5th.  The  tenure  of  apprenticeship  is  slight.  6th.  Drug  clerks  fre- 
qiienily  attend  lectures  on  Materia  Medica  and  Chemistry  in  the  medical 
schools;  chielly,  however,  with  a  view  of  practising  medicine  at  a  future 
time. 

Baltimore.  (Cochran.)  In  many  instauces  apprentices  don't  serve  out 
a  third  of  their  term,  and  then  offer  themselves  as  assistants  elsewhere,  yet 
the  rule  is  to  stay  till  21.  6th.  None  attending  lectures  at  the  medical 
schools. 

Louisville.  (Sutcliffe  ^  Hughes).  5th.  The  Committee  are  informed  cor- 
rectly. 6th.  But  a  few  instances  occur. 
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(/.  H.  31.  Morris.)  Druggists  almost  wholly  depend  on  salaried  assistants, 
from  S50  to  SI  200  per  year.  6th.  Is  acquainted  with  but  eight  in  Kentucky 
who  have  attended  lectures  on  materia  medica  and  pharmBcy. 

Bennington.  Nesative. 

Richmond.  (Laidley.)  Salaried  assistants  almost  wholly  employed.  6th.  I 
know  of  none  who  attend  medical  lectures. 

Detroit.  {Simoneau.)    5th.  Correctly  informed.     6lh.  Negative. 

Knoxville.  {Stro7ig.)  5  and  6  as  in  last  answer. 

New  Orleans.  (Tilghman).  5.  The  Committee  aie  correctly  informed. 
6.  Under  the  present  law  in  New  Orleans,  no  requirement  of  any  kind  of  an 
educational  character  is  demanded  of  apothecaries,— the  old  law  is  repealed. 

Alexandria.  (Stabler.)  5th.  Pharmaceutists  depend  chiefly  on  salaried 
assistants,  as  they  cannot  depend  on  the  tenure  of  apprenticeship  based  on 
the  honor  of  the  apprentice.  6th.  No  instances  of  attending  medical  lec- 
tures. 

Rome,  Ga.     5th.  Correct.     6th.  None. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  (Mathetvs.)  5th.  Pharmaceutists  depend  chiefly  on  salaried 
assistants,  as  they  cannot  rely  on  the  apprenticeship, — the  latter  arrange- 
ment being  but  temporary.  6th.  Two  instances  of  attending  medical  lec- 
tures are  known. 

Portland,  Maine.  {Dr.  Ciimmings.)  5th.  Knows  of  but  one  regular  ap- 
prentice; depend  on  clerks  with  salaries  proportioned  to  the  \alue  of  their 
services. 

Wheeling.  5th.  Correctly.  6th.  None. 

Portsmouth.  {Campbell.)  Generally  depend  on  salaried  assistants  who 
have  derived  their  tuition  during  former  years  in  the  shop,  and  who  receive 
from  S400  to  $700  salaries.     6th.  None. 

St.  Louis.  5th.  The  tenure  of  apprenticeship  but  slight.     6th.  a  few  in- 
stances exist  where  apothecaries  attend  lectures  at  the  medical  schools. 
Summary  of  answers  to  the  Seventh  Query, 

7th.  Have  any  attempts  been  made  to  give  public  instruction  in  the  sciences 
accessory  to  pharmacy,  by  lectures  or  otherwise,  and  how  far  have  they 
been  successful  ? 

New  York.  Regrets  that  the  attendance  on  the  lectures  at  the  College  of 
Pharmacy  is  but  limited  in  proportion  to  those  interested. 

Boston.  Several  attempts  have  been  made  at  giving  public  instruction  on 
chemistry,  and  the  last  one  attended  with  some  success. 

Baltimore.  The  lectures  at  the  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy  were  dis- 
continued five  years  ago. 

Louisville.  No  attempts  at  publicly  instructing  apothecaries  have  been 
made.     Three  medical  schools  exist  here. 

Bennington,  Vt.  None. 

Richmond.  Gratuitous  lectures  were  commenced  several  years  ago,  but 
failed  to  excite  sufficient  attention  to  cause  their  continuance. 

Detroit.  A  course  of  lectures  were  delivered  here  by  A.  R.  Terry,  Esq., 
on  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  subjects,  but  were  poorly  encouraged. 

Knoxville.  None. 

New  Orleans.  None  but  in  medical  schools. 

Alexandria.  None  but  lectures  on  chemistry  at  seminaries. 

Rome.  None. 

Buffalo.  None. 

Portland.  None. 

Portsmouth.  None. 

St.  Louis.  One  attempt  to  get  up  lectures  on  chemistry /ai7«<^. 
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Aiiswer  from  California. 

Sacramento,  California,  June  15th,  1854. 
Prof.  Wm.  Peocter,  Jr.,  Chairman. 

SiV ;— I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  you  of  a  circular  of  the 
Committee  on  "  Pharmaceutical  Education,"  of  ihe  American  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association.  Althoujs;h  unable  to  answer,  except  vvi;h  a  negative,  either  of 
the  q  /cries  propounded  therein,  a  due  regard  for  the  interest  manifested  by 
your  Committee,  on  the  subject,  prompts  me  to  offer  you  a  general  view  of 
the  system  which  obtains  among  Diugiiists  and  Apothecaries  here.  An 
"Apprentice  to  the  drug  business  is  an  anomaly  in  California.''  VVe  do  not 
know  of  a  single  specimen,  although  such  may  be  in  existence.  Most  of 
the  Drusgist  employers,  who  are  not  Physicians,  learned  their  occupations 
in  the  older  States,  and  many  had  been  in  business  there,  prior  to  their 
emigration  hither. 

They  depend  solely  on  salaried  assistants,  who  receive  from  seventy-five 
to  one  hundred  and  fifiy  dollais  a  month  besides  hoard,  as  compensation. 
A  few  get  a  salary  of  two  hundred  a  month  and  board  ;  but  these  cases  are 
rare. 

There  are  many  old  druggists  and  apothecaries  in  California,  who  came 
here  to  engage  in  mining,  but  whom  fortune  has  not  favored,  or  who  will 
willingly  leave  the  "diggings"  whenever  an  opportunity  offers  to  engage  in 
their  old  vocation. 

From  this  source  proprietors  can  at  present  obiain  an  adequate  supply, 
and  in  this  state  of  things,  there  seems  to  be  no  necessity  for  the  adoption  of 
a  primary  system  of  Pharmaceutical  Education. 

No  organization  yet  exists  to  my  knowledge  for  the  improvement  of  those 
who  are  engaged  in  the  business,  either  as  Assistants  or  Proprietors.  About 
the  only  book  in  common  use  is  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory,  although  a  few  pos- 
sess a  well  arranged  Pharmaceutical  Library. 

Very  respectfully,  Gustavus  L.  Simmons. 


F. 

Report  for  the  year  1854,  on  the  state  of  Pharmacy  in  California. 
To  the  ^^  American  PliarmaceiUical  Association." 

Gent.  Members: — Having  been  appointed  by  you  a  correspondent  for 
California,  I  herewith  present  a  condensed  report  on  those  subjects  which 
the  duly  of  a  correspondent  would  seem  to  require. 

California  contains  an  estimated  population  of  four  hundred  thousand  in- 
habitants, and  has  seventy-seven  regular  Drug  Stores,  distributed  as  follows  : 


San  Francisco, 

. 

30 

Sacramento, 

-    19 

Marysville, 

. 

5 

Stockton,     - 

-      4 

Placerville, 

. 

3 

Coloma, 

<     3 

San  Jose, 

. 

I 

Colusa, 

•      1 

Shasta,     - 

. 

1 

Downieville, 

-     1 

Yankee  Jims,    - 

- 

1 

Sonora, 

-      2 

Moquelurane  Hill, 

. 

1 

Diamond  Springs, 

.     2 

Nevada, 

. 

2 

Jackson,     - 

-      1 

Auburn, 

- 

I 

— 

77 

Of  this  number  of  Drug  Stores,  some  sixteen  are  kept  by  foreigners; 
French,  German,  Chinese,  &c.,  &c. 
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There  are  olhers,  it  may  be,  in  existence,  but  from  the  large  size  of  (he 
^^State^'^  and  the  limited  means  for  obtaining  information  on  this  subject,  I 
feel  mysell  unable  to  offer  what  J  would  consider  a  correct  list. 

Throughout  the  small  '' Mining  Settlements,"  most  of  the  general  store- 
keepers keep  an  assortment  of  a  few  of  the  staple  Drugs  and  Patent  JVledi- 
cines. 

In  reporting  upon  the  state  of  Pharmacy  in  California,  I  am  happy  to  re- 
cord that  some  of  the  evils  complained  of  in  my  report  of  the  last  year,  are 
being  remedied.  This  is  not,  nor  could  it  be  expected  to  be  the  case  in  the 
smaller  towns,— but  in  San  Francisco,  Sacramento,  Marysville  and  Stockton, 
we  believe  the  past  year  has  witnessed  a  great  change  in  the  habits  of  drug- 
gists, apothecaries  and  physicians. 

The  members  of  each  of  these  occupations  appear  to  better  understand 
the  relations  they  should  sustain  toward  each  other,  and  in  a  majority  of 
cases  we  find  them  adhering  to  their  legitimate  occupations:  most  of  the 
Physicians  who  started  in  either  branch  of  the  drug  business,  have  found  it 
impossible  lo  go  on  smoothly  and  profitably  with  both  professions,  and  those 
Druggists  or  Apolhecaries  who  were  addicted  to  the  practice  of  occasionally 
prescribing  at  the  counter,  have  found  it  to  their  interest  to  abandon  the 
habit,  observing  that  the  well  educated  Physicians  were  adopting  the  system 
of  separating  the  two  departments  of  prescribing  and  compounding  medi- 
cines. 

We  have  also  in  the  cities  I  have  mentioned,  a  new  interest  displayed  in 
the  practice  of  tastefully  arrangiiitr  the  stores  of  Druggists  and  Apotheca- 
ries ;  and  although  the  introduction  of  this  subject  in  a  report  may  be  deemed 
trivial,  yet  it  seems  to  me  to  be  an  augury  of  a  better  day  for  the  interesls 
of  Pharmacy  in  California.  A  well  arranged  and  finely  fitted  Drug  store, 
needs  the  most  competent  employees,  to  conduct  its  affairs  properly,  and  the 
introduction  of  these  last  cannot  fail  to  elevate  the  standard  of  a  Profession, 
which  in  all  new  States,  is  usually  very  much  lowered,  or  so  generally 
mingled  with  others  as  to  be  almost  lo.st  sight  of. 

The  larger  portion  of  the  "  Drug  Stores''  in  the  places  named,  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  those  of  the  older  States,  and  in  fact  San  Francisco  seems 
determined  to  outdo  any  of  her  sister  cities  in  this  respect. 

In  that  city  there  are  some  establishments  of  the  first  order,  and  one  quite 
recently  started  which  is  said  to  equal  and  even  surpass  the  model  stores  of 
Europe. 

Every  thing  in  this  last  is  arranged  in  the  most  costly  and  elecant  manner. 
The  common  dispensing  spatulas  are  of  gold  and  silver  ;  attached  to  the 
store  is  a  fine  laboratory,  and  a  suite  of  rooms,  apportioned  into  Library, 
Sitting  and  Consulting  apartnr:ents,  for  the  especial  benefit  of  medical  gen- 
tlemen, forming  a  kind  of  Exchange,  where  Physicians  may  interchange 
their  views,  consult  the  best  and  latest  authorities,  or  otherwise  spend  their 
time,  as  their  feelings  or  wishes  may  prompt  them. 

In  this  State,  as  has  been  the  case  in  other  new  States,  the  field  for  the 
sale  of  "  Patent  Nostrums,"  has  been  fully  reaped.  Most  of  the  medicines 
which  come  under  this  head,  find  a  ready  market,  the  larger  portion  of  them 
being  manufactured  in  North  Eastern  Slates,  and  consist  of  tho?e  kinds, 
whi'.rh  were  known  lo  our  ])opulation  prior  to  their  emigrating  hither.  But 
few  persons  have  attempted  to  manufacture  and  introduce  "new  nostrums" 
into  this  State,  the  cost  of  advertising  being  so  considerable  that  a  small 
fortune  could  be  easily  lost  before  the  reputation  of  an  article  would  be 
established. 

The  American  Druggists  generally  adopt  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory,  many, 
however,  using  the  old  editions  brought  from  the  East  years  ago.    Without 
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designing  to  reflect  upon  the  well  earned  reputation  of  that  work,  it  be- 
comes me  to  report  that  I  have  heard  frequent  complaints,  by  Druggists  who 
have  followed  the  "formulas"  there  laid  down;  many  operations  proving 
anything  but  satisfactory.*  A  practical  revision  would  seem  to  be  desirable. 
The  Foreign  Druggists  ose  the  authorities  of  their  respective  countries. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

GusTAVus  L.  Simmons. 


a. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Quack  Medicines. 

(The  Report  of  this  Committee  was  mislaid  by  parlies  in  Cincinnati,  who 
obtained  it  for  the  purpose  of  making  extracts.  The  following  concluding 
paragraphs  erabiace  in  a  few  words  the  most  important  points  contained 
in  it.) 

"  The  disposition  to  take  what  are  called  popular  medicines,  and  the  ten- 
dency to  a  belief  in  iheir  utility,  is  a  fact  with  which  every  observer  must 
be  familiar,  and  in  view  of  this  strong  popular  feeling  your  committee  would 
suggest : 

"  1st.  That  this  desire  for  medicine  can  be  gratified  in  a  legitimate  way 
by  regular  officinal  preparations. 

"  2d.  That  it  is  the  duty  as  well  as  interest  of  the  apothecaries  and  drug- 
gists to  advocate  the  use  of  the  officinal  medicines  in  lieu  of  the  quackery 
of  the  day. 

"3d.  That  it  is  the-rightful  interest  of  regular  pharmaceutists  to  divert,  in 
this  manner,  the  thousands  which  now  annually  flow  into  the  coffers  of 
quacks,  into  their  own  limited  stores,  where  of  right  it  belongs. 

'•  41  h.  That  this  can  only  be  done  by  a  united  and  sustained  action  on  the 
part  of  the  pharmaceutists  and  druggists  of  the  Union,  by  which  they  will 
practically  refrain  from  the  sale  or  advocation  of  secret  medicines,  and  sub- 
stitute regular  officinal  compounds  for  them,  correctly  labelled,  with  name 
and  directions  for  use. 

"5th.  That  this  course  should  receive  the  sanction  of  physicians  as  the 
only  one  likely  to  remedy  the  evil  aimed  at,  as  the  tendency  to  lake  medi- 
cine ad  libitum  is  a  feature  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  duly  inherited  by  the 
American  people,  which,  whatever  may  be  its  faults,  is  as  much  their  nature 
as  is  tbe  love  of  political  and  personal  "freedom. 

'•'With  regard  to  the  propriety  and  efficacy  of  legislative  action,  we  think 
that  movements  in  that  direction  should  originate  in  the  several  States,  and 
be  the  joint  acion  of  the  medisal  and  pharmaceutical  professions,  and  when 
applications  are  made  to  Legislatures  they  should  be  based  on  a  real  interest 
on  the  part  of  druggists  and  apothecaries  generally  to  abate  the  evil,  and 
not  on  a  partial  or  very  local  movement." 

•  The  revision  of  the  formulas  in  the  Dispensatory  belongs  to  the  several 
bodies  who  revise  the  Pharmacopceias.  The  authors  of  the  Dispensatory  can 
only  comment,  on  them  and  suggest  improvements.  See  latest  edition.— iixfc. 
Com. 
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J.  H.  Reed, 

R.  H.  Stabler, 
James  B.  Campbell, 

B.  R.  Sirong, 
Morris  Emanuel, 
George  B.  Gates, 
L.  Wilcox,  Jr., 
R.  Browning, 
Peter  V.  Coppuck, 
A.  E.  Richards, 
G.  L.  Simmons, 


Wheeling, 

Rome, 

Charleston, 

St.  Louis, 

Louisville, 

Buffalo, 

Chicago, 

Alexandria, 

Portsmouth, 

Knoxville, 

Vicksburg, 

Mobile, 

Pittsburg, 

Indianapolis, 

Mount  Holly, 

Plaquemine, 

Sacramento, 


Virginia. 

Georgia, 

South  Carolina. 

Missouri. 

Kentucky. 

New  York. 

Illinois. 

Virginia. 

Virsinia. 

Tennessee. 

Mississippi. 

Alabama. 

Pennsylvania. 

Indiana. 

New  Jersey. 

Louisiana. 

Calitbrnia. 
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LIST    OF    SPECIAL    COMMITTEES, 

Of  the  American  Pharmaceuiical  Assoc I'at ion,  for  the  years  1854-55. 
To  report  in  New  York  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  September,  1855. 


1st.  To  collect  and  arrange  tho  Statistics  of  Pharmacy  in  the  United 
States.     (Continued.) 

C-  B.  Guthrie,  H.  T.  Cummings, 

Joseph  Laidley,  T.  B.  Merrick, 

Wm.  B.  Chapman. 

2d.  To  consider  and  report  on  the  subject  of  Home  Adulterations.  (Continued.) 
C.  B.  Guthrie,  G.  D.  Coggeshall, 

C.  A.  Smith,  A.  J.  Matthews, 

E.  S.  Wayne. 

3rd.  To  report  further  on  suitable  Standards  of  Quality  for  those  Drugs 
capable  of  it,  together  with  appropriate  tests  for  detecting  adulterations 
when  practicable.  (Continued.) 

Wm.  Procter,  jr.,  George  D.  Coggeshall, 

Charles  T.  Carney,  Edward  S.  Wayne. 

4th.    To  consider  the  subject  of  a  Certificate  of  Membership.  (Continued.) 
Andrew  Geyer,  Charles  Ellis, 

Joseph  Laidley. 

5th.  To  draft  a  law  regulating  the  sale  of  Poisons,  to  be  presented  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States  for  their  adoption,  if  approved  by  the 
Association. 

Alfred  B.  Taylor,  Joseph  Laidley, 

Theodore  Marsh. 

6th.  To  enquire  whether  any  and  what  amendments  are  required  to  the 
law  regulating  the  Importation  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  to  render  it  more 
efficient,  uniform  and  advantageous  to  the  public  at  large. 

C.  B.  Guthrie,  G.  D.  Coggeshall, 

L.  W.  Haskell,  A.  M.  Stevens. 

7th.  To  inquire  into  the  adaptation  of  Wines  of  American  growth  for 
medicinal  purposes,  and  the  probable  amount  and  quality  of  the  Tartar 
likely  to  be  produced  annually. 

Lewis  Rehfuss,  C.  A.  Smith, 

C.  B.  Guthrie. 

8th.     To  report  a  revised  Constitution. 

Edward  Parrish,  Geo.  D.  Coggeshall, 

Samuel  M.  Colcord. 
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PRIZES  OFFERED  BY  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

1st. — Twenty-three  volumes  of  the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy. 

For  the  best^  Essay  which  shall  develops  the  commercial  history  of  all 
drugs  indigenous  to  the  United  States,  as  Senega.  Spigelia,  Serpentaria,  &c., 
as  regards  the  manner  and  places  of  their  collection  and  preparation  for  the 
supply  of  commerce,  the  amount  annually  collected,  and  the  channels 
through  which  they  enter  general  commerce. 

2iid. — Six  volumes  of  Gmelins  Band  Book  of  Chemistry. 
For  the  best  Essay  on  the   que.stion — Do   Hyoscyamus,  Belbidonna,  and 
Conium,  grown  in  the  United  States,  contain  their  active  principles  in  the 
same  proportion  as  the  European  grown  plants. 

Committee  of  Judges. 

Daniel  B.  Smith,  Dr.  David  Stewart, 

John  Jkleakim. 

CF"  All  Essays  contributed  for  the  Prizes  must  be  delivered  free  of  charge 
to  Daniel  B.  Smith,  of  Germantown,  Philadelphia,  on  or  before  the  second 
Tuesday  in  August,  1855.* 

*  Or  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  Wm.  Procter,  Jr.r  or  to  the  Chairm.in  or 
Executive  Committee,  Edw.  Parrish,  Philadelphia. 
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American  ^^amateutkal  ^ssomtion. 


The  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  met  at  the 
Hall  of  the  New  York  Medical  College,  City  of  New  York, 
September  11th,  1855,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  William  B.  Chapman,  of 
Cincinnati,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  H.  T.  CuM- 
min'^s,  first  Vice  President,  Edward  S.  Wayne,  acting  as  Sec- 
retary. 

On  motion  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  by  the  Chair 
to  examine  the  credentials,  which  duty  was  assigned  to  Messrs. 
C.  B.  Guthrie,  Charles  Ellis  and  W.  J.  M.  Gordon. 

The  Committee  retired,  and  after  a  recess,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  delegates  as  having  been  appointed  by  their  re- 
spective Colleges  : 

Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy. — S.  M.  Colcord,  H.  W. 
Lincoln,  Ashel  Boyden,  H.  D.  Fowle  and  Daniel  Hench 
man. 

Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. — Wm.  Procter,  Jr. 
Charles  Ellis,  Edward  Parrish,  S.  S.  Garrigues  and  H 
C.  Blair. 

New  York  College  of  Pharmacy. — John  Mbakim,  J.  S.  Aspin 
wall,  George  D.  Cogqeshall,  Benjamin  Canavan  and  W 
F.  Lindsay. 

Cincinnati  College  of  Pharmacy. — ^William  B.  Chapman, 
Edward  S.  Wayne,  W.  J.  M.  Gordon,  A.  M.  Stevens  and  J 
C.  Parr. 

Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy. — A.  P.  Sharp. 

Memphis  Pharmaceutical  Association. — C.  B.  GUTHRIE,  S. 
Mansfield  and  Henry  Wade. 

The  following  gentlemen  having  been  severally  recommended 
by  members  of  the  Association,  and  endorsed  by  the  Committee 
as  eligible  for  membership,  were  elected,  viz : 
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F.  A.  Hegeman,  New  York;  A.  J.  Matthews,  Buffalo; 
Frederick  Stearns,  Detroit. 

The  roll  was  then  called  and  the  following  members  found  to 
be  present,  viz. : 

John  Meakim  and  Eugene  Dupuy  of  N.  Y ;  Charles  Ellis, 
W.  Procter,  Jr.,  Edavard  Parrish  and  Samuel  Garrigues, 
of  Philadelphia ;  A.  P.  Sharp,  of  Baltimore  ;  Prof.  C.  B.  Guth- 
rie of  Memphis,  Tennessee;  Daniel  Henchman,  S.  M.  Col- 
cord,  H.  D.  FowLE  and  H.  W.  Lincoln  of  Boston  ;  S.  P.  Peck 
of  Bennington,  Vermont ;  Henry  T.  Cummings,  of  Portland, 
Maine  ;  E.  S.  Wayne  and  W.  J.  M.  Gordon,  of  Cincinnati. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  that  one  from  each  delegation  be 
appointed  a  Nominating  Committee,  and  also  that  the  Chair  ap- 
point two  members  from  the  meeting  at  large  to  join  them,  who 
shall  nominate  officers. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  by  the  delegations, 
viz. : 

Messrs.  B.  Canavan,  New  York  ;  Procter,  Philadelphia ; 
Lincoln,  Boston ;  Wayne,  Cincinnati ;  Guthrie,  Memphis  ; 
and  by  the  Chair,  Messrs.  Dupuy  and  Henchman. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  S.  M.  Colcord,  was  read,  show- 
ing the  receipt  of  $167.75,  and  the  expenditure  of  $154,95,  and 
referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Fish  and  Parrish 
to  audit. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read  and  laid  on 
the  table  for  future  action. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Sale  of  Poisons  was  read 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  officers,  reported  the 
following  nominations,  viz. : 

For  President. — John  Meakim,  of  New  York. 

For  Vice  Presidents. — C.  B.  Guthrie,  of  Memphis,  Tenn. ; 
Charles  Ellis,  of  Philadelphia ;  Henry  T.  Fish,  of  Conn. 

Treasurer. — James  S.  Aspinwall,  of  New  York. 

Recording  Secretary. — W.  J.  M.  Gordon,  of  Cincinnati. 

Corresponding  Secretary. — W.  Procter,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia. 
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Executive  Committee. — George  D.  Coggeshall,  of  New 
York  ;  A.  J.  Matthews,  of  Buffalo  ;  S.  M.  Colcord,  of  Boston. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted,  and  on  separate 
ballots  the  nominees  were  elected  to  the  several  offices  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

The  President  was  conducted  to  the  chair,  and  in  a  pertinent 
speech  returned  his  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him, 
and  promised  his  best  exertions  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests 
of  the  Association. 

On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  H.  T.  Cummings 
for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  had  presided  during  the  organiza- 
tion. 

The  names  of  John  Milhau  and  Oliver  Hull,  of  New  York 
City,  were  brought  forward  by  the  Committee  on  Credentials, 
and  these  gentlemen  were  duly  elected  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

Prof.  Guthrie,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Statistics 
of  Pharmacy,  reported  the  inability  of  the  Committee  to  make 
any  further  report  than  they  had  previously  done. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Parrish  that  this  Committee  be  dis- 
charged, and  that  the  duties  that  devolved  upon  it  be  assunied  by 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  was 
carried. 

The  Committee  on  "  Home  Adulterations,"  not  being  quite 
ready  to  report,  it  was  deferred  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ellis  of  the  Committee  on  the  Certificate  of  Membership, 
made  the  folloAving  Report : 

The  subject  of  inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  procuring  an  engraved 
Certificate  of  Membership,  to  be  used  by  this  Association,  and  of  ascertaining 
the  cost  of  the  same,  was  referred  to  three  members  of  the  Association  at  its 
annual  meeting  held  in  Boston  in  1853. 

A  Report  from  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  accompanied  by  a  design, 
was  submitted  to  the  Association  at  its  Session  held  in  Cincinnati  in  1854, 
and  after  some  discussion  was  referred  back  to  the  Committee  for  further 
examination,  to  be  brought  before  the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  in  New  York 
for  its  final  decision. 

Since  that  period  our  esteemed  friend  and  associate,  Andrew  Geter  of 
Boston,  who  as  Chairman  of  this  Committee  had  taken  such  deep  interest  in 
the  subject,  as  in  the  objects  of  the  Association  generally,  has  been  removed 
by  death  from  among  us,  and  it  devolves  upon  the  remaining  members  of  the 
Committee  (who  have  been  assisted  by  their  friend,  W.  Procter,  Jr  ),  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  their  proceedings. 
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The  Committee  is  impressed  with  the  belief  that  it  is  expedient  to  have  a 
neatly  engraved  certiBcate  of  membership,  chaste  and  appropriate  in  its  de- 
sign, and  in  the  wording  of  it  adapted  to  the  purposes  in  view. 

After  careful  inquiry  as  to  the  cost,  and  an  examination  of  finely  executed 
engravings  upon  stone,  the  Committee  would  recommend  a  lithograph  en- 
graving, having  ascertained  that  such  an  one  of  suitable  size  can  be  executed, 
the  whole  expense  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  thirty  dollars, 
including  the  paper  and  printing  of  a  sufficient  number  of  impressions.  For 
the  purpose  of  conveying  to  the  members  of  the  Association  an  idea  of  the 
size  and  character  of  the  engraving,  the  Committee  will  submit  one  of  a 
similar  chai-acter  and  purpose,  from  the  "  London  Pharmaceutical  Society," 
together  with  a  draft  of  the  wording  which  it  is  proposed  should  be  engraved, 
if  approved  of,  upon  the  new  certificate. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  price  of  the  certificate  be  fixed  at  $3 
each,  and  that  all  the  members  present  be  invited  to  subscribe  for  a  copy,  so 
that  the  necessary  funds  may  be  raised  before  the  adjournment  of  this  Con- 
vention ;  which  is  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

CHARLES  ELLIS. 

New  York,  9th  month  lOth,  1855. 

After  the  reading  of  this  Report,  Mr.  Colcord  made  the  fol- 
lowing remarks,  which,  with  the  resolution  appended,  were 
ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  : 

Mr.  President:  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  have  to  announce  to  the  Associa- 
tion the  decease  of  one  of  its  members  since  our  last  meeting.  Andrew 
Geykr,  for  thirty  years  or  more  engaged  in  the  Apothecary  business  in  Boston, 
now  sleeps  with  the  silent  dead.  He  was  one  of  us  in  a  far  greater  sense  than 
mere  membership  would  imply.  Our  objects  were,  with  him,  matters  of  every 
day  thought  and  study ;  he  was  a  student  of  pharmacy  and  medicine  to  the 
last  of  his  business  career,  and  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  read  apothecaries 
in  our  city.  His  small  library  contained  the  most  recent  works,  and  bore 
evidence  of  attentive  perusal.  His  leisure  moments  were  spent  in  reading  and 
attention  to  theoretical  pharmacy.  He  understood  the  value  of  a  thorough 
pharmaceutical  education,  and  it  was  often  the  subject  of  conversation  be- 
tween us.  In  one  of  my  latest  interviews  with  him  he  informed  me  that  it 
was  his  purpose  to  send  his  two  clerks  to  Philadelphia  to  attend  the  lectures 
of  that  College,  and  take  advantage  of  the  better  facilities  for  a  thorough 
pharmaceutical  education  offered  in  that  city,  with  a  view  to  making  them 
adepts  in  the  profession.  As  a  business  man  he  was  honest  in  his  dealings, 
energetic  and  attentive  to  business,  gentlemanly  in  his  deportment,  agreeable 
in  conversation,  honest  in  the  expression  of  his  views  and  feelings,  and  warm 
in  his  friendship.  His  attachment  to  tho  objects  of  our  Association,  and  the 
warm  interest  he  was  pleased  to  manifest  towards  us,  will  long  remind  us 
that  in  his  death  we  have  lost  the  counsel  and  valuable  services  of  an  efficient 
member,  and  Pharmacy  a  sincere  friend  to  its  progress  and  professional  ad- 
vancement. 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  has  learned  with  deep  regret 
the  death  of  our  esteemed  associate,  Andrew  Geyer  of  Boston. 
His  amiable  qualities,  professional  ability,  and  the  warm  interest 
he  manifested  in  our  Association,  lead  us  to  deplore  his  death  as 
of  one  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  Pharmacy,  and  a  loss  to 
our  Association,  one  for  whom  we  entertained  feelings  of  friend- 
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ship,  and  to  whose  memory  ^ye   pay  this  spontaneous  tribute  of 
respect. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday 
morning  at  10  o'clock. 

September  12th. — 2d  day — Morning  Session. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  John 
Meakim. 

On  motion,  the  oflScers  and  members  of  the  New  York  College 
of  Pharmacy  were  invited  to  attend  and  take  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Association. 

The  following  gentlemen,  recommended  and  endorsed  by  the 
Committee  on  Credentials,  were  elected  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion, viz :  John  P.  Dodge,  John  Canavan  and  James  T.  Max- 
well of  New  York  City,  and  William  Thomas  of  New  Jersey. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Certificate  of  Member- 
ship was  then  taken  up,  read  and  adopted,  and  the  Committee 
continued. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Parrish  that  William  Procter,  Jr., 
be  added  to  the  Committee  in  place  of  the  late  Andrew  Geyer 
deceased,  and  that  John  Meakim  of  New  York  be  also  added, 
which  Committee  shall  be  empowered  to  decide  upon  the  design 
and  issue  the  certificate,  and  deliver  it  to  all  subscribers  and 
members  who  may  pay  for  it,  which  was  carried. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Thomas,  and  carried,  that  the  Treasurer 
pay  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Andrew  Geyer  fifty  dollars  for 
expenses  incurred  in  getting  up  a  design  of  certificate  of  mem- 
bership. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  on  a  standard  of  quality 
for  those  drugs  capable  of  them,  with  appropriate  tests  for  de- 
tecting adulterations,  was  accepted,  and  the  Committee  continued. 
(See  appendix  A.) 

The  Report  on  the  sale  of  Poisons  was  taken  up,  read  and 
accepted,  and  the  Committee  discharged. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  whether  any  and  what 
amendments  are  required  by  the  law  regulating  the  importation  of 
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drugs  and  medicines,  to  render  it  more  efficient,  uniform,  and 
advantageous  to  the  public  at  large,  read  a  long  and  able  report, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  for  action  at  a  future  sitting. 

Moved  and  carried,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  meet  at  3J 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

William  B.  Chapman  of  Cincinnati,  announced  the  death  of 
our  late  member  Louis  Rehfus,  of  that  city,  with  a  few  remarks 
on  his  long  and  honorable  position  in  the  pharmaceutical  pro- 
fession, and  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimous- 
ly adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Association  has  learned  with  deep  regret 
the  removal  by  death  of  our  late  worthy  brother,  Louis  Rehfus, 
and  that  a  record  of  this  resolution  be  placed  on  the  minutes. 

The  Committee  on  "  the  adaptation  of  wines  of  American 
growth  for  medicinal  purposes,  and  the  probable  amount  of  tartar 
(argols),  likely  to  be  produced,"  were  unable  to  report  in  conse- 
quence of  the  death  of  L.  Rehfus,  chairman  of  the  committee, 
but  Prof.  Guthrie,  one  of  that  committee,  informed  the  meet- 
ing, that  Mr.  Wayne  had  prepared  a  report  on  that  subject, 
which  he  was  invited  to  read  at  the  opening  of  the  afternoon 
session. 

Then  adjourned  to  meet  at  3J  o'clock. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  President  having  taken  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  last 
meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Wayne  now  read  the  .following  Essay  on  the  growth  and 
production  of  Wines  in  the  West,  and  on  Catawba  Brandy  and 
Tartar.     (See  appendix  B.) 

The  folloAving  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  was  carried 
unanimously : 

Resolved,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to  Mr.  Wayne 
for  the  very  able  and  interesting  report  offered  by  him  upon  the 
wine  culture,  and  that  it  be  embodied  in  the  published  pro- 
ceedings. 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  on  revising  the  Constitution, 
together  with  the  Constitution  presented  by  them,  was  read,  and 
after  considerable  discussion  was  laid  over  until  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  CoLCORD  gave  notice  that  he  would  present  to-morrow, 
article  2d,  section  1st  and  2d,  of  the  proposed  revised  Constitu- 
tion just  read,  omitting  the  clause  on  honorary  membership,  as 
amendments  to  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Parrish  gave  notice  that  he  would  present  to-morrow  a 
section  relative  to  honorary  membership  as  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Drug  Law,  was  further 
deferred. 

When,  on  motion,  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

September  13th — Morning  Session, 

Th«  meeting  having  been  called  to  order  by  the  President,  the 
minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

It  Wis  moved  and  carried  that  at  12  o'clock  the  Association 
commence  examination  of  specimens  and  the  reading  of  scientific 
papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Colcord,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  re- 
port a  notice  of  the  apparatus  and  specimens  on  the  table,  which 
duty  was  given  to  Messrs.  Procter,  Coggeshall  and  Lincoln. 

Moved  b7  Mr.  Colcord,  and  adopted,  that  the  Constitution 
be  revised  hy  striking  out  section  1st  and  2d  of  article  2d,  and 
adding  as  follows : 

Article  2d — Of  the  Members. 

Sec.  1st  Everj  apothecary  and  druggist  of  good  moral  and  professional 
standing,  whether  in  business  on  his  own  account,  retired  from  business,  or 
employed  by  another,  who,  after  duly  considering  the  object  of  this  Associa- 
tion, and  the  obligations  of  its  Constitution,  is  willing  to  subscribe  to  them, 
is  eligible  to  membership. 

Sec.  2d.  The  mode  of  admission  to  membership  shall  be  as  follows  :  Any 
person  eligible  to  membership  may  apply  to  any  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  who  shall  report  his  application  to  the  said  committee.  If  after 
investigating  his  claims  they  shall  approve  his  election,  they  shall,  at  the 
earliest  time  practicable,  report  his  name  to  the  Association,  and  he  may  be 
elected  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  on  ballot.  Should  an  applica- 
tion occur  in  the  recess,  the  members  of  the  committee  may  give  the  .approval 
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in  writing,  which,  if  unanimous,  and  endorsed  by  the  President,  shall  consti- 
tute him  a  member,  and  the  fact  be  reported  to  the  Association  at  the  next 
succeeding  meeting. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Parrish  and  carried,  that  the  following  section 

be  added  to  article  2d  of  the  Constitution,  viz  : 

Sec.  2.  Pharmaceutists,  Cbemists,  and  other  scientific  men  who  may  be 
thought  worthy  of  the  distinction,  may  be  elected  honorary  members  upon 
the  same  conditions,  and  under  the  same  rules  as  appertain  te  active  mem- 
bers. They  shall  not,  however,  be  required  to  contribute  to  the  funds  nor 
shall  they  be  eligible  to  hold  olHce  nor  to  vote  at  the  meetings. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Colcord,  and  passed,  that  the  following  sectior 

be  added  to  section  4  of  article  2d  : 

Members  shall  be  entitled,  on  the  payment  of  five  dollars,  to  receive  a  ceri- 
ficate  of  membership  signed  by  the  President,  one  Vice  President  and  the 
Secretary,  covenanting  in  writing  to  return  the  same  to  the  proper  officers  on 
relinquishing  their  connection  with  the  Association. 

The  general  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Constitution  was 
now  called  up,  and  on  motion  of  its  Chairman,  it  was  Resclved, 
That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  revision  of  the  Consti- 
tution be  referred  to  a  new  Committee  to  report  next  year, 
which  was  carried,  and  the  following  committee  appointed  by  the 
Chair — Edward  Parrish,  S.  M.  Colcord,  and  Jas.  S.  Aspin- 

WALL, 

The  Committee  on  '•  Home  Adulterations"  reported  verbally 
through  the  chairman.  Prof.  Guthrie. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Colcord  and  carried,  that  the  Committee 
on  home  adulterations  be  instructed  to  report  in  wi-:ting  to  the ' 
Executive  Committee,  which  report,  if  approved  bj  the  Presi- 
dent, shall  be  published  with  the  proceedings  and  the  Committee 
continued.     (See  appendix  C.) 

On  motion  it  was  Resolved,  That  the  mere  publication  of  re- 
ports and  other  papers,  especially  reports  of  committees  not 
unanimous,  shall  not  be  considered  as  an  expression  of  the  views 
of  the  Association. 

The  hour  fixed  upon  for  reading  papers  and  examining  speci- 
mens, &c.,  having  arrived,  Mr.  A.  P.  Sharp  offered  a  paper  on 
the  strength  of  Commercial  Alcohol  and  Acids,  which  he  read, 
and  on  motion  he  was  requested  to  furnish  an  abstract  of  it  for 
publication.     (See  appendix  D.) 
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A.  E.  Richards,  of  Plaquemine,  Louisiana,  a  correspondent 
of  the  Association,  became  a  member  by  coming  forward  and 
signing  the  constitution. 

The  Committee  on  the  Treasurer's  account  reported  that  they 
had  found  it  correct,  and  on  motion  it  was  accepted. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  called  up,  read, 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  published  in  the  proceedings.  (See 
appendix  E.) 

The  following  gentlemen  having  previously  been  elected,  were 
present  during  the  session,  signed  the  constitution  and  paid  their 
yearly  contribution,  viz  : 

A.  J.  Matthews,  Buffalo.  James  S.  Aspinwall,  N.  Y. 

Frederick  R.  Stearns,  Detroit.  F.  A.  Hegeman,  " 

Samuel  S.  Garrigues,  Philad.     John  Canavan,  " 

William  Thomas,  New  Jersey.      Benjamin  Canavan,       " 
A.  P.  Sharp,  Baltimore.  John  P.  Dodge,  " 

On  motion  the  Treasurer  was  directed  to  pay  the  deficit  due 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  preceding  year  for  distributing 
the  proceedings. 

The  following  gentlemen,  recommended  and  endorsed  by  the 
Committee  on  Credentials,  were  duly  elected,  viz  : 
Isaac  Coddington,  New  York.     Dav.  Scott,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Frederick  Hall,  "  John  Buck,  Chelsea,         " 

Robert  R.  Kent,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  to  inquire  whether  any  and  what 
amendments  are  required  by  the  law  regulating  the  importation 
of  Drugs  and  Medicines,  to  render  it  more  efficient,  uniform  and 
advantageous  to  the  public  at  large,  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  CoLCORD,  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  published  with 
the  proceedings.     (See  appendix  F.) 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  on  this  motion  by  Mr.  THOMAS, 
resulted  in  their  being  but  two  nays,  himself  and  Mr.  Sharp. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Prof.  Guthrie  and 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  those  members  of  the  Association  who  arc 
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Strangers  in  New  York,  express  their  warmest  gratitude  for  the 
kindness  and  attention  they  have  received  from  the  New  York 
College  of  Pharmacy. 

On  motion,  a  bill  of  six  dollars,  due  Merrihew  &  Thompson 
for  printing  in  1854,  was  ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Parrish  and 
carried  : 

Whereas,  The  members  of  this  Association,  who  meet  annually 
to  transact  its  business  and  forward  its  objects,  have  generally 
no  leisure  for  pursuits  not  immediately  connected  therewith, 
Resolved,  That  as  a  body  we  decline  in  advance  any  convivial  or 
other  entertainments,  and  esteem  it  important  as  our  members 
increase,  to  prevent  the  practice  of  the  last  three  years  in  this 
respect,  from  being  considered  a  precedent  for  the  future. 

Mr.  Dodge  moved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
report  on  "  what  are  the  best  text  books  published  for  study  and 
reference,"  at  the  next  annual  meeting,  which  was  passed,  and 
Messrs.  Ellis,  Sharp  and  Procter  appointed  to  carry  it  out. 
Mr.  CoLCORD  tendered  his  resignation  as  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  which  was  on  motion  accepted,  and  a  new 
election  proceeded  in  by  ballot,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of 
William  Procter,  Jr. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Parrish,  was  unani- 
mously passed  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  are  tendered  to 
the  President  and  Secretary  for  the  efficient  and  zealous  per- 
formance of  their  duties. 

The  following  was  offered  by  H.  T.  Cummings  and  adopted  ; 
Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  spreading  a  general  invitation 
to  druggists  and  apothecaries  of  the  United  States,  and  especially 
to  those  of  Baltimore,  Washington  and  vicinity,  and  also  timely 
notice  to  all  the  members  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  be 
specially  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

A.  P.  Sharp  of  Baltimore  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  passed : 

Resolved,  That  when  this  Association  adjourns  it  adjourn  to 
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meet  in  the   City  of  Baltimore  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Sep- 
tember, 1856. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  on  the  speci- 
mens and  apparatus  deposited  on  the  table,  reported  the  follow- 
ing items  : 

By  Messrs.  Lchme  &  Co.,  of  343  Broadway,  New  York,  a  variet}'  of  Chemi- 
cal and  Pharmaceutical  Apparatus,  among  which  are  balances  of  different 
grades,  lamp  stands,  lamps,  specific  gravity  and  alkalimetry  apparatus,  and  a 
set  of  thirty-six  specimens  of  alkaloids  and  other  organic  principles. 

By  Mr.  Alexander  Weckbeeger,  a  series  of  fruit  essence,  ethers,  ordinary 
ether  and  chloroform. 

From  Messrs.  Powers  &Weightman,  a  variety  of  specimens  of  the  flowers, 
leaves,  fruit  and  bark  of  the  cinchona  lancifolia  (Mutis),  and  of  cinchona 
cordifolia  from  New  Granada,  and  a  specimen  of  pure  crystallized  quinidia. 

From  Messrs.  Tilden  &  Co.,  of  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  a  variety  of  recent 
medical  plants,  chiefly  narcotic,  as  hyoscyamus,  belladonna,  &c. 

From  Mr.  Edward  S.  "Wayne,  of  Cincinnati,  two  specimens  of  American 
argols  from  Catawba  wine. 

From  D.  &  E.  Parrish  of  Philadelphia,  a  sample  of  buckwheat  farina. 

On  motion  the  report  was  accepted,  and  the  thanks  of  the 
Association  tendered  to  the  several  depositors. 

The  following  resolutions,  offered  by  TV.  Procter,  Jr.,  were 
adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  Inasmuch  as  the  offer  of  prizes  by  this  Association 
last  year  has  ;iot  been  responded  to,  that  it  again  offers  the  fol- 
lowing prizes  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  twenty-three  volumes  of  the  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Pharmacy  be,  and  hereby  is  offered  for  the  best 
essay  which  shall  develop  the  commercial  history  of  all  drugs  in- 
digenous to  the  United  States,  as  senega,  spigelia,  serpentaria, 
etc.,  as  regards  the  manner  and  places  of  their  collection  and 
preparation  for  the  supply  of  commerce,  the  amount  annually 
collected,  and  the  channels  through  which  they  enter  general 
commerce. 

Resolved,  That  the  first  six  volumes  of  Gmelin's  Chemistry  be, 
and  are  hereby  offered  for  the  best  essay  on  any  subject  relating 
specially  to  pharmacy. 

To  carry  out  the  object  of  the  resolutions  in  an  eflficient  and 
impartial  manner,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  all  essays  (in  answer  to  the  above  resolutions), 
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be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  judges,  who  will  report  on 
their  relative  merit  to  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion, this  committee  to  consist  of  Charles  Ellis  of  Philadel- 
phia, Dr.  David  Stewart  of  Baltimore,  and  William  Procter, 
Jr.,  of  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  none  of  the 
essays  received  are  worthy  of  the  prizes,  that  they  decline  award- 
ing them  in  their  report ;  the  contributors  may  then  either  with- 
draw their  essays  or  leave  them  in  possession  of  the  Association. 

Resolved,  That  all  essays  (iontributed  for  the  prizes,  be  de- 
livered free  of  charge  to  Charles  Ellis,  Philadelphia,  on  or 
before  the  second  Tuesday  of  August,  1856,  in  order  to  give 
time  for  their  examination. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Colcord  and  carried,  that  the  minutes  as  read 
and  corrected  be  approved. 

When,  on  motion,  the  Association  adjourned  to  meet  the  second 
Tuesday  in  September,  1856,  at  Baltimore. 

W.  J.  M.  GORDON, 

Recording  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX. 

A. 
REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  STANDARDS  FOR  DRUGS. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  continue  the  subject  of  "  Standards  of 
quality  for  those  drugs  capable  of  them,  together  with  appropriate  tests 
for  detecting  adulterations,"  respectfully  report,  that  some  time  after 
the  last  annual  meeting,  the  Chairman  of  the  Comaiittee  communicated 
with  the  several  members,  and  after  due  consideration,  the  conclusion 
was  arrived  at  by  a  majority  of  the  Committee,  tl.at  they  could  nof  pre- 
pare a  report  that  would  correctly  answer  the  resolution  under  which 
they  were  appointed,  without  a  sacrifice  of  time  and  application  incom- 
patible with  their  other  unavoidable  engagements.  By  reference  to 
the  report  last  year,  it  will  be  found  to  contain  most  of  those  drugs  for 
which  standards  can  easily  be  affixed  ;  hence  the  duty  of  this  Com- 
mittee involves  at  once  a  series  of  nice  investigations  of  drugs  of  fair 
quality,  by  which  a  certain  and  invariable  method  can  be  given  to  judge 
them  and  decide  their  real  value.  Any  standards  short  of  this  will  be 
mere  show  of  words,  and  tend  to  mislead  those  for  whose  direction  they 
are  prepared.  The  Committee  furthermore  felt  discouraged  from  pro- 
secuting the  work  by  the  disregard  that  is  paid  to  proper  qualification 
in  the  appointment  of  officers  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the  drug 
law.  So  glaring  has  this  disregard  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  become,  that  designing  druggists  at  one  port,  where  a  strict 
scrutiny  is  administered,  have  their  importations  of  doubtful  nature 
sent  to  another  port  where  a  less  scrupulous  examiner  officiates,  so  that 
they  may  be  passed.  This,  the  Committee  knoio  to  be  true,  and  while 
it  continues  no  amount  of  accurate  standards  of  quality  will  benefit  the 
drug  market  and  screen  out  the  adulterated  and  deteriorated  articles. 
The  Committee  would  earnestly  suggest  to  the  Association  that  some 
decided  step  should  be  taken  to  remedy  this  evil  by  placing  some  check 
on  the  appointing  power,  so  that  it  shall  not  be  able  to  displace  quali- 
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fied  officers  by  incompetent  persons,  at  every  phase  of  the  political 
kaleidescope. 

If  the  Association,  the  several  Colleges  of  Pharmacy,  and  the  Na- 
tional Medical  Association  would  join  in  a  united  eflfort,  some  impres- 
sion might  be  made  on  Congress  with  a  view  to  remedying  the  evil. 

Besides  the  practical  difficulties  of  preparing  or  ascertaining  a  set  of 
standards,  other  questions  arise  that  need  the  wisest  judgment  to  deter- 
mine them.  Where  a  drug  naturally  and  legitimately  varies  in  strength, 
as  cinchona,  opium,  &c.,  what  shall  determine  its  officially  recognized 
standard  strength  ?  In  the  gum,  resins,  fixed  oils,  extracts,  &c.,  the 
widest  differences  occur.  Shall  the  mere  fact  that  they  are  unadultera- 
led  p»ss  them,  or  can  a  staifdard,  practical  in  its  character,  be  applied 
to  them  ?  Several  of  the  volatile  oils  are  almost  invariably  adultera- 
ted, as  oil  Voses,  oil  origanum,  &c.  Shall  these  be  rejected  or  admitted  ? 
To  us  it  seems  that  a  list  of  standards  is  chiefly  useful  in  case  of  ap- 
peal, as  a  line  which  the  examiner  can  draw,  and  beyond  which  he 
should  not  retreat.  It  is  absurd  to  expect  the  examiner  to  test  by 
chemical  means,  all  drugs  that  come  before  him,  only  those  he  suspects 
will  be  thus  treated,  and  when  that  officer  has  the  education  and  expe- 
rience that  is  appropriate  to  his  calling,  we  should  have  every  confi- 
dence in  the  results. 

William  Procter,         .. 

Geo.  D.  Coggeshall,      L  Committee. 

^  Edw.  S.  Wayne,  ) 


Essay  on  the  Growth  and  Production  of  Wines  in  the  West, 
and  on  Catawba  Brandy  and  Tartar. 

BY     EDWARD     S.     WAYNE    OF    CINCINNATI. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association 
hold  yt  Cincinnati,  a  Committee  was  appointed  by  that  body  to  enquire 
into  the  adaptation  of  the  wines  produced  in  that  vicinity  for  medicinal 
purposes,  and  the  probable  amount  of  tartar  likely  to  be  produced  an- 
nually. 

Although  not  a  member  of  that  Committee,  circumstances  have  in- 
duced me  to  make  the  following  lleport  upon  the  same,  treating  briefly 
upon  the  culture  of  the  grape,  its  diseases,  and  its  products,  wine, 
brandy  and  tartar,  which  I  would  respectfully  offer  to  the  Association 
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for  their  acceptance.  The  decease  of  our  respected  fellow  member, 
Mr.  Lewis  Reiifus,  one  of  the  above  Committee,  who  was  much  bet- 
ter qualified  for  the  duty  than  myself,  (his  death  has  not  only  deprived 
us  of  a  valuable  member,  but  one  whose  scientific  and  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  grape  culture  well  qualified  him  to  have  given  us  much 
more  valuable  information  upon  our  native  wines,  and  the  amount  of 
tartar  produced,  and  the  adaptation  of  them  for  medicinal  purposes,  than 
any  other  person,)  and  the  fact  that  the  other  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee residing  at  a  distance,  not  having  the  same  opportunity  as  my- 
self of  collecting  statistics  and  other  information  respecting  the  culture 
of  the  grape  in  this  vicinity,  has  induced  me  to  undertake  the  labor 
assigned  to  them  by  the  Association. 

The  culture  of  the  grape  in  Obio,  for  the  purpose  of  wine  making, 
has  ceased  to  be  an  experiment,  and  wine  may  now  be  said  to  be  one 
of  our  agricultural  products,  and  the  extent  of  it  is  destined  to  be  im- 
portant. Already  the  vintage  is  valued  at  half  a  million  of  dollars 
annually.  ■  The  valley  of  the  Ohio  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  this  culture 
in  the  njlture  of  her  soil  and  climate,  and  the  steep  hill  sides,  unfit  al- 
most for  other  agricultural  pursuits,  oflPer  the  most  favorable  locations 
for  the  growth  of  the  vine.  Already  the  vine-clad  hills  are  a  feature 
in  the  landscape  of  the  vicinity  of  Cincinnati,  the  rich  green  foliage  of 
the  vine  forming  a  pleasing  contrast  with  the  surrounding  vegetation. 

Not  only  is  this  culture  important  in  an  agricultural  and  medicinal 
view,  but  equally  if  not  more  so,  is  it  in  a  moral  one.  It  has  been  as- 
serted, and  with  much  apparent  truth,  that  the  vice  of  intemperance 
is  but  little  known  in  countries  where  a  cheap  and  light  wine  is  pro- 
duced and  used  as  a  beverage  in  place  of  the  more  intoxicating  liquids 
used  in  others.  The  amount  of  wine  produced  yet  being  limited,  and 
the  demand  from  abroad  considerable,  causes  wine  grown  here  to  be 
high  in  price,  so  that  its  habitual  use  and  its  influence,  has  not  yet 
been  felt  to  a  very  great  extent ;  but  a  growing  preference  for  it  over 
more  stimulating  and  pernicious  beverages  is  perceptible,  and  I  do  not ' 
hesitate  to  say,  that  time,  and  an  increased  production,  will  produce  a 
much  greater  reform  than  any  legislative  enactment  can  or  will  perform. 

The  culture  of  the  grape  for  the  purpose  of  wine  making  in  the 
West,  is  not  so  recent  as  is  generally  supposed.  Amongst  the  earliest 
settlers  of  the  Ohio  valley,  were  a  number  of  Swiss,  French  and  Ger- 
mans, who  were  well  acquainted  with  the  culture  of  the  grape,  and  be-  • 
ing  deprived  in  these  wilds  of  their  loved  and  accustomed  beverage, 
soon  saw  in  the  hill  sides  of  their  adopted  home,  a  resemblance  to  those 
of  their  native  land,  and  their  adaptation  to  the  culture  of  the  grape  ;  it 
is  to  them  that  we  are  indebted  for  our  vineyards.  Their  eflforts  soon 
attracted  the  attention  of  others,  who,  finding  the  culture  profitable, 
gave  it  impetus,  and  year  after  year  the  number  of  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion have  been  rapidly  on  the  increase. 

The  earliest  record  we  have  of  this  culture  in  the  West,  is  in  1796. 
DuPOUR  mentions  that  he  saw  wine  made  by  a  Frenchman  at  Mari- 
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etta  in  that  year.  Vineyards  were  started  soon  after  at  Grallipolis  and 
also  at  Vevay ;  these  have  all,  however,  fallen  to  decay.  The  earliest 
attempts  made  in  the  vicinity  of  Cincinnati,  was  by  a  French  political 
exile  in  1779,  whose  vineyard  was  a  side  hill,  since  graded,  and  now 
the  heart  of  the  City  of  Cincinnati.  That  was  the  beginning  of  that 
culture  for  which  the  environs  of  our  city  have  at  length  become  so 
distinguished. 

The  failure  of  the  early  vineyards  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of 
a  suitable  variety  of  the  grape  adapted  to  the  peculiarity  of  the  soil  and 
climate.  Foreign  varieties  have  not  been  found  to  succeed  well.  The 
varieties  found  to  succeed  best,  and  produce  good  wines,  are  the  Cataw- 
ba and  the  Isabella ;  the  former  is  chiefly  cultivated.  Other  varieties 
of  both  foreign  and  native  origin  are  also  cultivated  to  a  small  extent. 
The  Catawba  is  a  native  grape  first  noticed  in  North  Carolina  ;  the  Isa- 
bella, its  origin  is  obscure,  but  I  believe  is  now  generally  admitted  to 
be  of  foreign  parentage.  Each  variety  has,  however,  some  peculiar  ad- 
vantage over  the  other,  either  in  being  more  hardy,  and  the  fruit  less 
subject  to  disease;  but  the  Catawba,  although  its  fruit  is  more  liable 
to  rot,  the  wine  it  produces  being  so  much  superior  to  that  of  any  other 
variety,  it  may  be  said  to  be  the  only  variety  that  is  cultivated  here 
with  the  view  of  wirje  making.  There  is  at  present,  within  a  short 
distance  of  Cincinnati,  1200  acres  under  cultivation,  and  of  these  about 
800  to  1000  acres  in  a  bearing  condition.  The  average  yield  per  acre 
is  variously  estimated.  Particular  spots  under  favorable  circumstances 
have  produced  as  high  as  10  to  12  hundred  gallons  to  the  acre;  a  fair 
average  will  be  about  400  gallons,  which,  allowing  there  to  be  1000 
acres  in  bearing,  will  produce  annually  400,000  gallons  of  wine,  which, 
at  an  average  price  of  81-25  per  gallon,  amounts  to  half  a  million  of 
dollars  in  value.  I  do  not  think  that  I  am  wrong  in  saying  that  the 
number  of  acres  under  cultivation  will  be  doubled  in  a  period  of  five 
years  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city.  Nor  is  it  confined  to  this  locality  in 
the  West — at  various  other  points  along  the  Ohio  vineyards  are  rapidly 
being  established,  some  of  which  are  already  producing.  Compared 
with  France,  the  extent  of  our  vineyards  is  yet  insignificant.  France 
had  in  1828,  4,270,000  of  acres,  and  which  produced  921  millions  of 
gallons  of  wine,  valued  at  120  millions  of  francs. 

The  mode  of  culture  pursued  I  shall  not  dwell  upon,  as  1  cannot  find 
any  two  growers  who  entertain  the  same  views  in  regard  to  it.  The 
fact  is  there  is  much  yet  to  learn  on  the  subject.  The  methods  adapted 
to  foreign  wine  -culture  have  not  been  found  to  work  well  in  practice 
here,  it  requires  considerable  modification  ;  time  and  experience  will, 
however,  in  the  end,  overcome  all  such  difficulties.  The  vines  are 
usually  grown  from  cuttings;  these  are  planted  in  rows  from  four  to 
six  feet  apart,  and  as  the  vine  grows  it  is  fastened  tn  upright  poles 
about  eight  feet  high,  and  is  kept  closely  trimmed  to  this  height. 
Other  plans  are  adopted,  such  as  trailing  them  upon  low  lattice  work 
according  to  the  caprice  of  the  grower. 
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The  culture  of  the  grape,  like  every  other  branch  of  agriculture,  is 
attended  with  many  vicissitudes  ;  the  blight  (odium  trickesi),  and  the 
rot,  are  the  most  destructive,  and  which  careful  and  unremitting  toil 
and  culture  will  not  avert.  The  blight  which  for  the  last  few  years 
has  almost  destroyed  the  vintage  of  some  parts  of  Europe,  and  caused 
the  present  high  price  of  foreign  wines  and  liquors,  is  no  stranger  in 
the  vineyards  of  the  West,  anc^  is  a  disease  against  which  no  remedy 
as  yet  has  been  discovered.  It  makes  its  appearance  early  in  the  sea- 
son, about  the  time  the  young  fruit  is  the  size  of  a  pea;  there  is  no 
premonitory  symptoms  of  its  attack  to  be  observed  ;  everything  about 
the  vineyard  may  look  prosperous,  and  the  wine  grower  elated  at  eve 
with  the  prospect  of  good  crops,  may,  upon  waking  up  and  going  to  his 
vineyard  in  the  morning,  find  that  his  rich  anticipations  of  ye.-.terday 
have  like  his  dreams  vanished,  the  greater  part  of  his  grapes  covered 
with  something  that  looks  like  a  white  dust,  the  skins  shriveled,  which 
soon  blacken  and  the  grapes  eventually  fall  to  the  ground.  These 
attacks  may  continue  from  time  to  time  until  the  vineyard  is  almost 
entirely  stripped  of  its  promise. 

The  origin  of  this  disease  has  been  attributed  to  various  causes,  for 
instance,  the  want  of  inorganic  constituents  in  the  soil,  and  to  the  at- 
tacks of  parasitical  fungi.    The  appearance  of  this  fungous  growth  upon 
the  grapes,  is  not  the  result  of  either  of  these  suppositions,  it  is  the 
result  of  a  diseased  action,  or  in  other  words  it  is  the   effect  not  the 
cause  of  the  disease.     It  is  undoubtedly  the  result  of  atmospheric  in- 
fluences, and  beyond  human  control.     This  disease  I  have  studied  for 
the  last  three  years,  and  can  form  no  other  opinion  in  regard  to  its 
origin.     In  the  early  part  of  the  season,  about  the  time  the  young  fruit 
is  formed,  the  temperature  during  the  day  time  is  apt  to  be  exceeding 
ly  warm,  the  heat  causes  a  rapid  evaporation  from  the  moist  soil,  and 
the  atmosphere  consequently  becomes  loaded  with  watery  vapor ;  the 
vegetation   also,  its   circulation   and   absorption   is   accelerated   by  the 
genial  warmth,  its  vessels  become  filled  with  sap,  the  flow  of  it  is  kept 
up  by  the  rapid  evaporation  of  its  superfluous  watery  portion   through 
the  medium  of  the  leaves..    Should  the  night  be  warm  and  clear  these 
forces  are  kept  up,  but  in  a  diminished  degree,  and  the  evaporation 
from  the  leaves  still  continuing  the  plant  remains  in  a  healthy  condi- 
tion;  but  should  the  night  turn  cold,  a  heavy  fog  is  the  result,  the 
plant  is  surrounded  with  an  atmosphere  saturated  with  aqueous  vapor, 
the  evaporation  from  the  surface  of  the  leaves  is  checked,  and  a  dis- 
eased action  is  the   result,  and   as  there  is  a  more   complex  chemical 
change  taking  place  in  the  young  fruit,  it  is  the  most  likely  to  be  in- 
jured or  diseased  by  this  check  of  forces,  diseased  action  is  the  result, 
decomposition  ensues,  and  the  fungous  growth  follows  as  the  result  of 
that  decomposition.     Such  is  the  origin  of  this  disease.     I  have  had  to 
my  mind   ample  opportunities  to  form  this  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
origin  of  this  disease,  and  that  the  state  or  condition  of  weather  men- 
tioned, will  be  followed  invariably  by  the  appearance  of  it.     In  proof 
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of  this,  this  season  we  had  a  different  condition  of  things;  until  late 
in  the  spring  the  weather  was  cool,  we  had  little  or  no  fog,  and  the 
disease  was  manifested  only  in  a  slight  degree  in  a  few  vineyards.  As 
the  sea^^on  advances,  and  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  disappear,  so 
also  does  this  disease,  but  that  portion  of  the  crop  which  has  escaped 
its  ravages  is  not  yet  free ;  later  in  the  season,  about  the  time  the 
young  fruit  is  stoning,  or  in  other  words,  the  seed  hardening,  another 
disease,  called  by  the  vine  growers  the  rot,  is  apt  to  make  its  appear- 
ance and  finish  the  destruction  only  partially  effected  by  the  former. 
The  grapes  attacked  by  it  exhibit  a  dark  speck  upon  their  surface, 
which  griidaally  increases  until  the  whole  of  the  berry  is  of  the  same 
black  coLr,  and  which  eventually  fall  to  the  ground.  This  disease  is 
attributed  to  long  continued  wet  weather  at  this  particular  period. 
The  rot  this  season  has  been  very  destructive,  and  has  destroyed  at 
kast  fifty  per  ceut.  of  the  crop.  There  is  some  plausibility  in  the  effect 
of  wet  weather  causing  this  disease.  Wet  weather  has  been  very  pre- 
valent in  the  vicinity  of  Cincinnati  this  season,  and  also  this  disease. 
Excessive  pruning  may  have  also  something  to  do  with  producing  it, 
which  I  think  it  has.  The  amount  of  foliage  left  by  some  growers, 
seems  to  me  to  be  insufficient  for  the  full  development  of  thefruii  upon 
the  vines,  a  portion  of  which  nature  in  her  wisdom  causes  to  decay, 
and  thereby  produces  an  equilibrium  between  the  forces  of  circulation 
and  production. 

That  portion  of  the  crop  now  remaining  after  the  attacks  of  either 
or  both  of  these  diseases,  may  now  be  counted  upon  as  in  a  fair  way  to 
arrive  at  maturity.  It  is  not  yet  though  positively  safe:  dry  weather 
and  excessive  heat  may  injure  it,  or  the  setting  in  of  an  early  frost  also. 

The  crop  for  the  last  few  years  has  been  very  uncertain  from  all 
these  circumstances ;  in  some  seasons  two  thirds  of  the  crop  have  been 
destroyed  by  them  ;  and  in  Europe  the  same  or  similar  causes  have  pro- 
duced in  some  localities  almost  a  total  loss  of  it.  As  mentioned,  over 
the-e  there  is  no  control,  and  all  the  bright  prospects  in  the  early  part 
of  the  season,  from  their  attacks  soon  vanish,  the  berries  blacken, 
eventually  fall  to  the  ground,  the  vines  become  almost  completely  strip- 
ped, and  the  condition  of  the  atmosphere  mentioned  continue,  the  vines 
should  themselves  share  in  a  manner  the  same  fate. 

An  atmosphere  warm  through  the  day,  followed  by  cold  nights  with 
fo<r,  has  iieen  a  characteristic  of  our  springs  for  several  years  past,  and 
followed  by  long  continued  dry  weather,  and  from  what  information  I 
can  gleam,  such  has  been  the  condition  of  things  in  Europe.  In  both 
countries  have  the  same  or  similar  diseases  appeared,  and  a  similarity 
of  the  origin  of  them  consequently  to  be  inferred. 

I  have  dwelt  thus  at  length  upon  the  diseases  of  the  vine  from  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  upon  which  little  is  positively  known, 
and  much  required.  Its  destructive  agency  has  been  felt  by  all  more 
or  kss,  and  in  tho.^e  countries  where  wine  is  the  chief  agricultural  pro- 
duct, it  has  been  most  disastrous.  Should  its  ravages  continue,  it  will 
give  a  check  to  a  branch  of  agriculture  in  the  West  yet  in  its  infancy, 
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which   otherwise,  in   time,  might   be  important  and   valuable   to   the 
country  at  large. 

The  vintage  in  the  vicinity  of  Cincinnati  commences  about  the  mid- 
dle of  September  :  this  is  a  busy  period  with  the  wine  growers,  and 
requires  much  care  and  attention.  To  insure  gool  wine  the  grapes 
must  be  fully  ripe  (dead  ripe),  if  not,  the  wine  would  be  too  acid  and 
deficient  in  alcohol  and  flavor  or  bouquet.  Every  faulty  berry  must 
be  picked  from  the  branches.  The  grapes  are  mashed  in  deep  tubs, 
taking  care  not  to  crush  the  stones,  the  pulp  is  then  thrown  upon  a 
coarse  sieve,  and  the  stones  of  the  grape  separated  from  it.  The  press 
used  is  similar  to  a  screw  cider  press  and  needs  no  further  description. 
The  quality  of  the  wine,  i.  e.  its  flavor,  strength  and  acidity,  depends 
in  some  degree  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  grapes  are  pressed. 
Some  makers  press  out  all  the  juice  at  one  operation,  and  consequently 
make  but  one  quality  of  wine ;  others  make  three  pressings  from  the 
same  grapes,  keeping  the  juice  of  each  operation  separate.  In  the  first 
operation  very  little  force  is  used,  the  juice  obtained  is  much  richer  in 
sugar  than  the  subsequent  pressings  the  wine  it  produces  is  conse- 
quently stronger  in  spirit,  and  is  less  acid  than  the  wine  produced  by 
pressing  out  all  the  juice  at  one  operation,  or  that  of  the  subsequent 
pressings.  The  must  or  juice  is  now  placed  in  casks  which  arc  filled 
to  within  five  or  six  inches  of  the  bung  and  loosely  stopped  up,  and 
placed  in  a  cool  location  to  avoid  too  rapid  fermentation.  Fermenta- 
tion soon  sets  in,  the  temperature  of  the  liquid  increases  as  the  process 
progresses,  the  clear  fluid  becomes  clouded,  the  fermentation  is  gone 
through  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks,  the  wine  soon  settles  and 
becomes  clear,  the  casks  are  then  filled  up  and  bunged  tight ;  it  is  then 
left  until  February  or  March ;  it  is  then  racked  off  into  other  casks. 
A  second  fermentation  again  sets  in  late  in  the  spring,  after  this  is  over 
the  wine  is  again  racked  off  and  then  it  is  ready  for  sale.  Wine  rich 
in  sugar  may  undergo  even  a  third  fermentation.  It  is  expedient  to 
protect  the  wine  as  much  as  possible  from  the  oxydizing  influence  of 
the  atmosphere,  it  causes  a  too  rapid  oxydation  of  the  gluten,  and  its 
oxydation  is  communicated  to  the  alcohol  present,  which  it  converts 
into  acetic  acid.  To  prevent  this,  wine  should  be  exposed  as  little  as 
possible  either  during  fermentation,  racking  it  off  too  frequently,  or 
allowing  it  to  remain  in  casks  only  partly  full.  A  method  of  fermen- 
tation has  lately  been  introduced  to  prevent  this  oxydizing  influence 
of  the  atmosphere.  During  fermentation,  a  tin  syphon  tube  is  fastened 
securely  to  the  bung  of  the  cask,  the  long  end  of  which  is  placed  in  a 
bucket  of  water,  the  gases  generated  by  the  fermentation  are  thus  al- 
lowed to  escape  under  slight  pressure,  but  no  air  is  admitted,  and  the 
aroma  of  the  wine  prevented  from  escaping. 

There  is  a  peculiarity  in  the  fermentation  of  must  (juice  of  the  grape), 
differing  from  any  other  saccharine  fluid  undergoing  the  alcoholic  fer- 
mentation ;  all  the  sugar  contained  in  the  juice  does  not  pass  by  one 
fermentation  into  alcohol  and  carbonic  acid.     Only  a  portion  of  the 


22  PROCEEDINGS   OF  THE 

sugar  present  undergoes  this  change,  although  there  is  ferment  sufBci- 
ent  present  to  produce  it;  it  comnjences  again  in  the  spring,  and  may- 
be even  witnessed  the  third,  or  until  all  the  sugar  present  is  converted 
into  alcohol,  and  the  wine  then  becomes  what  is  called  a  dry  wine,  or 
contains  no  sugar. 

Other  complex  chemical  changes  are  taking  place  also  during  fer- 
mentation; the  acid  of  the  wiae  acting  upon  some  other  of  its  constitu- 
ents, is  forming  an  ether  which  gives  the  wine  its  peculiar  bouquet, 
and  the  tartar  that  was  held  in  solution  in  the  original  mu-st,  as  the 
alcohol  increases,  is  slowly  deposited  upon  the  side  of  the  cask  in  a 
crystalline  form. 

I  have  now  given  a  brief  and  imperfect  description  of  wine  growing, 
and  its  origin  in  the  West,  it*?  extent,  and  the  difficulties  to  be  con- 
tended with  in  its  culture.  The  next  and  most  important  subject  will 
be  the  wine  produced,  its  characteristics  and  analysis.  The  wine  is  a 
light,  dry,  acidulous  one;  it  is  difficult  to  make  any  comparison  be- 
tween it  and  other  wine  of  foreign  growth.  The  foreign  wine  that  it 
most  resembles  is  a  dry  hock,  i.  e.  in  the  amount  of  alcohol  it  contains, 
and  like  it  slightly  acid  to  the  taste  ;  the  flavor  or  bouquet  is  entirely 
different.  In  color  some  of  it  resembles  it,  but  there  is  a  great  differ-, 
ence  in  the  color  of  Catawba  wine;  some  specimens  are  of  a  light  red  or 
pinkish  tint,  others  of  a  light  straw  col<>r.  The  red  color  is  from  allow- 
ing too  much  of  the  skins  of  the  grape  lemaining  in  the  must,  which 
impart  to  the  wine  a  portion  of  their  coloring  matter;  they  also  give 
the  wine  a  rough  taste,  a  portiou  of  the  taunin  they  contain  also  being 
taken  up.  The  less  of  these  they  contain  the  lighter  colored  and  less 
astringent  the  wine. 

A  very  great  difference  is  to  be  observed  in  the  wine  produced  by 
different  growers,  such  as  deficiency  in  bouquet,  excess  of  acid,  and 
want  of  spirit ;  these  may  partly  arise  from  some  peculiarity  of  the 
season,  such  as  cool  and  wet  weather.  The  juice  of  the  grape  under 
such  circumstances,  does  not  contain  the  same  amount  of  sugar,  and  is 
more  acid  thap  that  of  grapes  produced  during  a  warm  and  not  too  dry 
season.  Another  cause  of  this  difference  is  the  want  of  care  during  the 
fermentation  of  the  must,  such  as  allowing  it  to  ferment  too  rapidly, 
and  other  exposure  to  atmospheric  influences.  If  the  wine  is  not  care- 
fully racked  off  previous  to  the  second  fermentation,  there  is  too  great 
an  excess  of  ferment  present,  and  the  rapid  oxydation  of  it  sets  up 
also  an  oxydizing  influence  upon  the  alcohol,  and  converts  a  portion  of 
it  into  acetic  acid,  to  the  injury  of  the  wine.  As  a  general  thing  the 
Catawba  wine  contains  much  more  acid  than  foreign  wines  of  similar 
character.  This  is  not  because  the  grapes  will  not  produce  as  g«od 
wine,  but  is  due  to  the  want  of  care  in  the  making.  The  proprietors 
of  many  of  our  vineyards  are  possessed  of  but  little  means,  and  have 
not  at  hand  the  proper  conveniences  to  protect  their  wine.  This  will, 
however,  be  remedied  in  time.  The  establishment  of  extensive  wine 
cellars  by  Mr.  Nicholas  LongwortH  aud  other  men  of  capital,  in  this 
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city,  who  purchase  the  must  from  these  small  growers,  and  finish  the 
making  of  the  wine,  will  not  only  open  a  market  for  the  sale  of  the 
must  and  be  a  great  convenience  to  the  wine  grower,  but  will  secure  a 
much  greater  amount  of  sound  wine. 

A  large  portion  of  Catawba  wine  is  also  made  into  a  champagne  or 
sparkling  wine.  This  branch  of  trade  is  rapidly  on  the  increase,  the 
number  of  bottles  made  annually  is  200,000  ;  it  is  in  many  respects 
equal  to  foreign  sparkling  wine.  In  making  this  the  wine  is  bottled 
before  the  second  fermentation  sets  in,  and  the  bottles  of  wine  placed 
upon  their  sides  in  suitable  location  and  temperature  to  induce  feruien- 
tation.  The  conversion  of  the  sugar  into  alcohol  should  be  allowed  to 
proceed  slowly,  or  the  rapid  disengagement  of  gas  (carbonic  acid)  would 
burst  the  bottles  and  cause  a  loss  of  the  wine.  Under  the  most  favora- 
ble circumstances  from  5  to  15  per  cent,  is  lost  during  the  process. 
The  sparkling  character  of  the  wine  is  due  to  the  carbonic  acid  libera- 
ted by  the  fermenting  process  being  held  in  solution  in  the  wine.  The 
wine  requires  to  be  frequently  handled  during  the  process  to  remove 
the  sediment  formed,  the  removal  of  which  requires  much  dexterity; 
the  mouth  of  the  buttle  is  slowly  depressed  so  that  the  sediment  may 
fall  in  a  body  upon  the  cork,  this  is  then  removed,  the  thumb  placed 
over  the  open  mouth,  the  sediment  removed  from  the  cork  and  the 
latter  then  replaced  ;  this  operation  is  so  neatly  done  that  but  a  few 
drops  escape.  It  requires  from  6  to  12  months  for  this  wine  to  ripen. 
To  the  original  wine  some  manufacturers  add  sugar,  but  in  good  wine 
this  addition  is  unnecessary  as  it  contains  sugar  sufficient  to  produce  a 
good  sparkling  wine. 

I  have  recently  seen  another  kind  of  wine  entirely  different  from  the 
ordinary  dry  wine.  This  is  made  from  grapes  that  have  been  picked 
and  placed  upon  the  floor  for  several  weeks  to  ripen,  a  chemical  change 
takes  place,  they  lose  a  portion  of  their  acid,  and  an  increase  of  sugar 
is  the  result.  The  evaporation  of  a  portion  of  the  water  of  the  grapes 
by  drying  also  makes  the  juice  richer  in  sugar  than  that  of  the  original 
grapes.  The  wine  it  products  is  much  stronger  in  alcohol,  and  also 
contains  some  undecomposed  sugary  its  taste  is  peculiar,  resembling 
Madeira,  but  its  parentage  is  very  perceptible.  Wine  made  by  this 
process  is  called  by  the  Germans  straw  wine.  I  was  unable  to  get  a 
specimen  of  this. 

Brandy  has  recently  been  made  from  the  lees  and  marc  of  the  grape; 
that  made  from  the  lees  is  the  best ;  it  has  the  peculiar  flavor  of  the 
Catawba.  Some  specimens  I.  have  met  with  have  an  empyreumatic 
flavor  and  taste ;  this  is  owing  to  the  distillation  being  performed  over 
the  naked  fire,  and  a  porti  m  of  the  vegetable  matter  charred.  The 
brandy  distilled  from  the  marc  has  rather  an  unpleasant  taste,  it  con- 
tains a  large  amount  of  fusel  oil  and  a  peculiar  oil  derived  from  the 
stones  of  the  grape;  this  may,  however,  be  mellowed  down  and 
changed  iu  its  character  by  age.  It  is  perhaps  now  too  new  to  make 
any  opinion  upon  what  it  may  be.     Catawba  brandy  is  used  medicinally 
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by  some  of  our  physicians  instead  of  the  foreis;n  article,  more  from  the 
fact  that  it  was  pure  than  from  any  superiority  it  mio;ht  possess. 

The  greatest  objection  to  the  use  of  our  dry  Catawba  wine  is  its 
acidity.  The  average  quantity  of  carbonate  of  potass  required  to  saturate 
the  acid  present  in  a  gallon  of  French  or  Rhine  wine  of  ordinary  quali- 
ty, is  from  250  to  260  grains.  The  average  of  19  samples  of  Catawba 
was  591  grains,  some  specimens  requiring  as  much  as  960  grains.  This 
excess  of  acid  arises  from  two  important  causes ;  first,  that  the  grapes 
are  not  allowed  to  become  fully  ripe  before  they  are  pressed  ;  they  then 
contain  too  much  malic  and  free  tartaric  acid,  which,  by  allowing  the 
grapes  to  arrive  at  full  maturity,  would  have  passed  into  grape  sugar. 
The  wine  produced  from  such  grapes  is  a  very  acid,  dry  wine;  the  ex- 
cess of  ferment  completely  converts  the  small  amount  of  sugar  present 
in  the  juice  into  alcohol;  a  poor  wine,  containing  not  more  than  eight 
per  cent,  of  spirit  is  the  product. 

The  second  cause,  even  when  the  grapes  are  fully  ripe,  is  from  their 
being  subjected  to  too  much  pressure  ;  the  skins  of  the  Catawba  eon- 
tain  a  large  amount  of  acid,  and  in  the  pressing  of  the  grapes  too  much 
pressure  is  used ;  all  the  juice  they  contain  is  pressed  out,  and  the 
acid  of  the  skins  and  the  tannin  they  contain,  go  into  the  wine,  an  acid 
wine  is  the  result,  and  one  containing  a  large  per  centage  of  alcohol — 
about  9  per  cent. — and  requires  from  6  to  800  grains  of  carbonate  of 
potass  to  saturate  the  acid  per  gallon 

But  should  the  grapes  be  first  submitted  to  a  gentle  pressure,  the 
juice  thus  obtained  fermenting,  a  superior  wine  will  be  the  result. 
Below  I  give  you  the  analysis  of  three  specimens  of  wine,  made  by  Mr. 
Ross,  by  submitting  the  grapes  to  three  pressings  ;  the  wine  from  the 
first  pressing  contained  10.87  of  alcohol,  and  required  but  375  grains 
of  carbonate  of  potass  to  neutralize  the  acid  contained  per  gallon;  the 
second  pressing  contained  10.90  per  cent,  alcohol,  and  required  450 
grains  of  potass  per  gallon;  the  third  11.1  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  and 
600  grains  of  potass  to  saturate  the  acid  per  gallon. 

The  wine  produced  as  yet,  but  in  a  few  instances  compares  with 
wines  of  a  like  character  produced  abroad.  In  time  as  good  wine  will 
be  made  ;  the  change  of  soil  by  cultivation,  and  of  climate,  will  pro- 
duce a  great  change  in  the  character  of  the  grape  produced,  and  in- 
creased care  and  knowledge  in  the  treatment  of  the  wine,  will  enable 
the  growers  in  the  West  to  produce  equal  if  not  su,perior  wines  to 
any  of  foreign  growth. 

The  still  wine  contains  about  9  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  the  sparkling  12 
per  cent.  As  regards  the  medicinal  value  of  the  native  Catawba  wines 
much  cannot  be  said,  they  are  used  in  Cincinnati,  arid  I  presume  that 
where  a  light,  dry,  acid  wine  is  admissible,  these  may  be  used  with  as 
much  safety  and  benefit  as  similar  wines  of  foreign  origin.  The  wine 
made  from  grapes  dried  to  some  extent,  makes  a  much  richer  and 
stronger  wine  ;  it,  as  I  previously  mentioned,  resembles  in  its  taste  and 
appearance  a  Madeira,  but  with  a  decided  Catawba  flavor  clinging  to  it. 
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I  have  no  doubt  it  might  be  substituted  for  that  wine.  I  could  not 
obtain  a  specimen  of  that  wine  for  certain  reasons  ;  one  that  the  wine 
being  unknown,  the  maker  was  accused  of  adding  sugar  and  alcohol  to 
his  wine,  it  being  so  different  to  any  ever  made  here  ;  it  is  a  pure  wine, 
though. 

And  the  brandy,  I  cannot  say  what  it  will  be;  most  of  it  I  have  seen 
has  been  so  new  that  it  is  difficult  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  what  change 
time  will  produce  in  it.  It  is  used  here  medicinally,  more  from  the 
reason  that  it  can  be  obtained  pure  and  at  a  much  less  price  than  the 
foreign  article. 

One  of  the  most  important  products  connected  with  wine-growing, 
the  probable  amount  of  tartar  produced,  I  can  give  but  little  informa- 
tion upon.  None  of  the  wine-growers  have  taken  any  interest  in  this 
part  of  their  products,  and  it  is  a  difficult  matter  for  them  to  get  at  any 
knowledge  of  it ;  as  the  tartar  deposits  slowly  and  is  considered  to  be 
of  advantage  to  wine  to  let  it  remain,  the  amount  deposited  cannot  be 
ascertained.  The  wine  will  produce  as  much  as  wines  of  Europe,  but 
it  will  take  time  before  it  will,  be  produced  in  quantity  sufficient  to 
make  it  an  article  of  trade.  The  only  information  I  have  obtained,  is 
that  the  wine  deposits  about  -S  lbs.  of  crude  tartar  from  100  gallons  of 
wine,  this  will  produce,  allowing  there  to  be  400,000  gallons  of  wine 
produced,  but  12,000  lbs.  of  crude  tartar.  I  presume  that  the  amount, 
from  observation,  is  about  correct. 

In  what  I  have  written,  I  have  given  but  a  brief  history  of  our 
native  wines,  the  mode  of  culture,  &c.  I  have  found  it  difficult  to 
make  out  a  condensed  report  from  the  many  interesting  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  it;  much  more  might  have  been  said,  but 
time  and  fear  of  being  too  tedious  has  compelled  me  to  make  my  re- 
port or  essay  as  short,  and  at  the  same  time  to  the  point,  as  was  possi- 
ble for  me  to  do  it.  The  study,  I  may  call  it,  of  the  grape  and  its  pro- 
ducts, is  an  interesting  one ;  many  beautiful  chemical  transformations 
are  connected  with  it;  chemical  changes  that  puzzle  the  most  astute 
chemists  to  solve. 


C. 

Eeport  of  a  Committee  to  consider  and  Eeport  on  tits  subject  of 
Home  Adulterations. 

The  subject  of  home  adulterations  of  drugs  naturally  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  community,  and  especially  of  pharmaciens  and  physi- 
cians, in  connexion  with  that  of  the  foreign,  to  which  we  have  applied 
so  stringent  a  law. 

No  doubt  the  sx)phistication  of  drugs  is  as  well  understood  in  this 
country  as  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  that  if  we  could  apply 
a  remedy  as  general  in  its  application,  we  should  detect  an  amount 
equally  astonishing.  This  is  one  of  the  arguments  used  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  drug  law,  that  medicines  can  be  as  readily  adulterated  here 
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as  abroad  ;  but  we  contend  that  this  is  no  argument  against  shutting 
out  foreign  adulteration,  and  we  hope  some  of  these  days  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  evil  at  home.  The  precise  method  of  doing  this  is  not  yet  ap- 
parent, neither  is  it  within  the  scope  of  the  duties  of  this  Committee 
to  suggest  a  remedy.  One  of  the  results  of  the  different  reports  from 
time  to  time  upon  this  subject,  will  be  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
munity to  the  subject,  and  create  a  public  sentiment  that  shall  demand 
purer  and  better  medicines  when  needed,  thus  drawing  the  necessary 
discrimination  between  the  qualities  of  them  when  offered  either  in 
packages  or  at  retail. 

The  Committee  do  not  design  at  present  a  full  report,  as  there  are 
still  under  their  observation  and  that  of  others  who  have  aided  them 
in  this  matter,  such  articles  as  are  usually  met  with.  Some  are  of 
more,  some  of  less  importance^  all,  however,  sufficiently  so,  we  think,  to 
merit  attention  and  remark.  They  are  mostly  articles  that  have  been 
found  on  sale  in  the  interior  towns  and  cities,  purchased  at  the  cities 
East,  where  most  of  the  wholesaleing  is  done.  A  few  instances  may  be 
noticed : 

Balsam  Peru  has  been  met  with,  possessing  none  of  the  character- 
istics of  genuine  balsam  except  in  color  and  consistency,  and  upon 
analysis  affording  no  cinnamic  acid. 

Fuh.  Capsicum. — The  sample  examined  had  a  brick  dust  color, 
little  pungency,  aud  filled  with  yellow  specks  and  strong  odor  of  tur- 
meric, ]ft  was  a  mixture  of  turmeric  and  American  capsicum,  and,  of 
course,  almost  inert. 

Castor  is  found  with  the  follicles  filled  with  sawdust  to  half  the 
weight  of  the  castor. 

Opium. — Since  the  circular  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  fixing 
a  per  centage  of  morphia  for  this  drug,  a  more  uniform  quality  has  been 
found  in  market ;  but  a  great  many  samples  have  been  observed  the 
past  season  with  foreign  substances,  most  commonly  lead,  inserted  in 
the  lumps,  in  some  instances  equal  to  20  per  cent,  of  the  weight  of  the 
mass.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  was  done  abroad,  and  probably 
at  the  port  whence  shipped.  The  different  examiners  should  seek  to 
detect  this  fraud  before  passing  it. 

Musk  in  pod  has  been  observed  loaded  in  the  same  way,  to  the 
amount  of  20  grains  in  a  single  pod. 

The  Essential  Oils  are  largely  adulterated  in  this  country. 

Oil  of  Peppermint  sometimes  contains  50  per  cent,  of  alcohol.  Oil 
of  Rosemary  is  adulterated  largely  with  turpentine,  and  in  short,  the 
whole  class  are  shamefully  sophisticated. 

Otto  of  Rose  in  the  same  class. 

Cream  of  Tartar,  adulterated  with  carbonate  of  lime,  some  samples 
to  the  extent  of  33  per  cent.,  others  in  less  proportion.  Sul.  potash 
is  also  u^ed  for  this  purpose,  and  alum  largely.  Of  six  specimens  ex- 
amined by  a  gentleman  of  New- York  City,  purchased  at  various  shops, 
but  one  was  found  pure,  some  of  them  being  adulterated  30  per  cent. 
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The  same  gentleman  Siiys,  in  reply  to  our  enquiries,  that  from  twenty- 
two  specimens  or  samples  of  essential  oils,  fourteen  were  found  to  con- 
tain turpentine  and  other  impurities.  The  same  gentleman  reports 
samples  ;if  powdered  opium  adulterated  50  per  cent. 

Cud  Liver  Oil. — All  kinds  of  fish  oil  may  be  found  neatly  bottled 
and  carefully  labelled  as  the  genuine  article. 

Sulphnteof  Quinine. — Samples  have  been  detected  with  the  old  adul- 
teration of  mannite,  and  one  gentleman  reports  quinine  mixed  up  with 
fine  picked  raw  cotton,  adding  to  the  bulk  so  as  to  fill  the  vial  without 
using  the  requisite  quantity  of  this  valuable  chemical. 

Ipecacuanha  in  powder  and  Jalap  in  powder,  each  mixed  with  spuri- 
ous matter,  and  English  rhubarb  in  powder,  put  up  for  fine  powdered 
Turkey,  are  not  uncommon  in  all  the  markets. 

Of  crude  materials,  Nitre  or  Saltpetre  is  one  of  the  most  commonly 
sophisticated,  being  adulterated  with  common  salt  and  nitrate  of  soda 
largely. 

These  are  some  of  the  reports  made  to  us,  all  from  reliable  sources. 

The  Committee  have  endeavored  to  establish  points  of  observation  in 
differi  nt  sections  of  the  United  States,  and  as  far  as  possible  to  obtain 
the  names  of  houses  from  whom  these  variou*!  sophistications  have  been 
obtained.  Such  information  they  deem  it  best  to  withhold  from  publi- 
cation at  present,  lest  they  might  do  injustice  to  parties  ignorantly 
sending  out  such  drugs ;  but  they  also  intend  from  time  to  time  to 
compare  nores,  and  when  satisfied  of  continued  practices  of  this  kind, 
will  report  such  names  to  the  Association. 

In  the  meantime,  they  cannot  too  strongly  urge  retail  apothecaries 
especially,  to  be  cautious  of  whom  and  what  quality  of  mediciues  they 
purchase.  It  is  to  the  dispensing  apothecary  that  medical  men  and  the 
community  look  for  such  medicines  as  are  pure,  not  only  "good  of  their 
kind,"  but  of  the  best  kind. 

C.  B.  Guthrie, 
Geo.  D.  Coggeshall, 
E.  S.  Wayne, 
A.  J.  Matthews. 


D. 

On  the  strength  of  Commercial  Muriatic  and  Nitric  Acids  and 
Alcohol. 

BY    A.     P.     SHARP. 

As  so  little  attention  is  paid  by  the  manufacturing  chemist  and  dis- 
tiller to  the  officinal  strength  of  the  above  articles,  and  as  they  enter 
largely  in  the  various  preparations  of  the  Pharmaceutist,  I  beg  leave  to 
offer  a  {evf  remarks  on  them. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  samples  of  acid  I  could  obtain 
both  from  the   druggists  as  well  as  manufacturers,  I  am  fully  satisfied 
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that  DO  attention  whatever  is  paid  to  the  requirements  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia, notwithstanding  its  preparations  are  based  upon  the  principle 
that  the  acids  have  certain  specific  gravities,  which  are  given,  as  well  as 
the  tests  of  their  purity.  Now  assuming  this  to  be  the  case,  the  Phar- 
maceutist cannot  carry  out  the  true  intent  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  for  it 
is  utterly  impossible  to  obtain  the  acids  of  the  proper  specific  gravities. 
Muriatic  acid  according  to  the  Pharmacopoeia,  should  have  a  specific 
gravity  of  1.160.  The  strongest  pure  acid  I  have  yet  found,  varies 
from  1.120  to  1.130.  The  common  commercial  article  is  generally 
about  1.140.  Nitric  acid  is  directed  to  have  a  specific  gravity  of  1.420. 
The  article  manufactured  in  Philadelphia  by  Messrs.  Powers  & 
Weightman,  and  sold  as  medicinal  acid,  and  by  the  name  I  presume 
intended  for  the  preparations  of  the  Pharmaceutist,  has  a  specific 
gravity  of  1.340  instead  of  1.420  as  it  should  be,  if  intended,  as  I  have 
suggested,  for  making  the  preparations  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  The 
strongest  commercial  article  I  have  ever  obtained  had  a  specific  gravity 
of  1.370.  In  view  of  the  above  facts,  in  not  being  able  to  obtain  the 
acids  of  the  officinal  strength,  it  seems  necessary  that  the  Pharmacopoeia 
should  be  so  altered  as  to  comply  with  such  as  can  be  obtained,  or  as  a 
more  rational  view,  the  Pharmaceutist  should  insist  upon  having  his 
acids  made  of  the  proper  officinal  specific  gravity.  Every  Pharmaceu- 
tist has  no  doubt  experienced  the  difficulty  (in  preparing  the  tincture 
of  chloride  of  iron),  of  dissolving  all  the  iron,  owing  to  the  deficiency 
of  the  gas  in  the  water.  Also  in  preparing  the  solution  of  the  per- 
nitrate  of  iron,  instead  of  having  the  preparation  desired,  it  often  (at 
least  with  me)  turns  out  to  be  nothing  but  the  solution  of  the  proto  ni- 
trate, pntirely  owing  to  the  weak  acid.  It  is  true,  it  is  easy  to  overcome 
the  difficulty  by  not  diluting  the  acid  as  much  as  directed,  but  you  still 
have  a  weaker  article  than  desired.  Another  important  article  in  our 
line  shares  the  same  fate,  I  mean  alcohol.  The  Pharmacopoeia  directs 
it  to  have  a  specific  gravity  of  .835  or  85  per  cent,  of  absolute  alcohol 
by  weight.  I  know  of  but  two  kinds  in  commerce,  80  and  95  per  cent., 
the  latter  a  mere  name  only.  As  it  is  just  as  easy  to  prepare  85  as  80, 
I  cannot  tell  why  the  officinal  strength  is  not  found  in  commerce  as 
well  as  the  other.  However,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact 
that  the  strength  of  alcohol  depends  upon  the  locality  of  its  manufac- 
ture, it  is  not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  aad  upon  this  subject  I  have 
a  few  remarks  to  make.  As  I  said  before,  the  strength  of  alcohol  de- 
pends upon  its  locality,  strange  as  this  may  appear,  it  is  nevertheless 
true.  98  per  cent,  alcohol  in  Cincinnati  is  95  in  New- York,  and  88  to 
85  (according  to  all  my  experiments)  in  Baltimore  ;  and  why  this  dif- 
ference ?  I  can  only  account  for  it  in  the  following  reasons  :  firstly, 
the  instruments  for  testing  the  spirit  are  based  upon  a  wrong  principle, 
by  assuming  the  strongest  by  ordinary  distillation  to  be  alcohol,  as  is 
the  case  with  the  Penn.sylvania  instrument  made  by  Mr.  Fisher  of 
Philadelphia.  Secondly,  the  instruments  being  generally  made  for 
testing  spirits  from  1st  to  4th  proof,  proper  attention  is  not  directed  to 
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the  important  fact  of  the  great  variation  of  the  expansion  of  alcohol  as 
the  strength  increases.  As  an  evidence  of  the  latter  difficulty,  I  will 
take  occasion  to  mention  a  dispute  on  the  strength  of  alcohol  which 
took  place  in  Baltimore  some  months  ago.  There  was  a  lot  of  alcohol 
sold  warranted  to  be  95  per  cent.;  by  examining  it  with  another  in- 
strument it  only  showed  89  per  cent.  A  sample  of  it  was  carefully 
examined  by  a  reliable  hydrometer  as  well  as  by  the  specific  gravity 
bottle  with  a  delicate  balance,  and  I  could  not  make  it  out  stronger  than 
89  per  cent,  so  this  opened  the  matter  to  a  further  investigation. 
The  alcohol  proved  to  be  95  per  cent.,  by  an  instrument  made  in  the 
'City  of  New- York,  by  Mr.  Gender,  which  was  made  of  silver  with  the 
ordinary  graduation  to  show  the  different  degrees  of  whiskey,  as  well 
as  another  scale  to  show  the  per  centage  of  alcohol.  As  there  was 
evidently  a  defect  somewhere,  for  my  own  satisfaction  I  determined  to 
find  out  what  it  was,  and  to  do  so,  commenced  testing  the  instrument 
with  proof  whiskey,  and  continued  testing  until  I  got  to  80  per  cent, 
alcohol,  t>  which  point  I  found  it  perfectly  correct;  but  from  that 
point  up  it  was  wrong,  which  fully  satisfied  me  there  was  not  sufficient 
allowance  made  in  the  graduation  for  the  difi"erence  in  the  expansion 
of  the  alcohol.  However,  as  the  owner  of  the  hydrometer  still  insisted 
it  was  correct,  and  all  my  trouble  amounted  to  nothing,  I  determined 
to  go  a  little  further.  Seeing  his  hydrometer  in  89  per  cent,  alcohol 
sunk  to  95,  I  felt  quite  sure  a  few  degrees  stronger  would  sink  the  in- 
strument, 1  therefore  .soon  had  some  alcohol  distilled  over  chloride  of 
calciuii),  and  with  much  care  and  attention  I  obtained  spirit  which  by 
the  reliable  hydrometer  spoken  of  before,  as  well  as  the  specific  gravity 
bottle,  showed  it  to  be  96  per  cent.  I  felt  quite  sure  it  was  strong 
enough  for  my  purpose.  I  delivered  it  to  the  gentleman,  with  a  re- 
quest to  try  the  per  cent,  with  his  instrument,  and  although  the  stem 
was  of  sufficient  length  to  admit  of  at  least  five  degrees  above  the 
hundred,  the  hydrometer  immediately  sunk  in  it,  which  was  convincing 
proof  to  him  that  the  instrument  was  incorrejt  for  spirits  above  80, 
and  that  the  98  per  cent,  alcohol  of  Cincinnati  and  95  of  New-York  is 
nothing  but  the  simple  88  or  89  per  cent,  alcohol,  or  the  strongest  ob- 
tained by  ordinary  distillation. 

Another  difi"erence  often  occurs  in  alcoholometers.  Some  are  made 
to  show  the  per  cent,  by  weight,  that  is,  ^0  per  cent,  alcohol  contains 
80  lbs.  absolute  alcohol  and  20  lbs  water,  and  the  other  kind  shows 
the  per  cent,  by  volume,  or  80  per  cent,  alcohol  would  be  80  pints  ab- 
solute alcohol  and  20  pints  water,  which  of  course  makes  cou.siderable 
difi"erence  in  the  two  scales.  The  latter  scale  by  Tralles,  is  the  one 
ad'ipted  by  the  government,  and  they  are  now  using  the  glass  hydrome- 
ter with  a  thermometer  in  the  bulb  lor  correcting  the  temperature,  &c., 
as  being  the  most  reliable  instrument.  They  are  made  in  the  best 
style  by  LuHME  &  Co.  of  Berlin. 


30  PROCEEDINGS    OP   THE 


E. 

Eeport  of  tlie  Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Coramittee  for  the  past  year  respectfully  report,  that 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  annual  meeting, 
they  caused  to  be  printed  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Proceedings  of  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association  at  the  third  annual  meeting  held 
in  Cincinnati,  July  25th  and  'IQth,  1854,"  a  copy  of  which  accompanies 
this  report.  It  embraces  40  pages,  including  tbe  minutes  of  the  meet- 
ing at  its  several  sittings ;  the  Address  prepared  by  the  Committee  on 
Education,  addressed  to  the  Pharmaceutists  of  the  United  States,  their 
clerks  and  apprentices  ;  also  the  Report  on  Standards  of  Quality  for 
the  government  of  Special  Examiners  of  Drugs,  &c. ;  the  Report  on 
the  appointment  of  Special  Examiners ;  a  general  nummary  of  the 
answers  to  the  Circular  of  the  Committee  on  Pharmaceutical  Educa- 
tion, giving  a  general  view  of  the  practice  of  Druggists  and  Apotheca- 
ries in  regard  to  their  important  duties  to  those  placed  under  their 
training ;  an  interesting  Report  from  our  Correspondent  in  California 
in  regard  to  the  condition  of  Pharmacy  in  that  distant  State  ;  also  an 
extract  from  the  Report  of  tbe  Committee  on  Quack  Medicines;  with 
lists  of  Officers,  Members,  Correspondents,  Committees,  &c. 

As  instructed  by  the  Association,  the  Committee  also  published  the 
address  above  referred  to  in  a  separate  pamphlet.  The  number  printed 
was  2,000  of  the  proceedings  and  3,000  of  the  address.  The  thanks 
of  the  Association  are  due  to  the  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  of  New- York, 
Philadelphia  and  Boston  for  contributions  toward  the  expenses  of  pub- 
lication, and  a  large  part  of  the  edition  was  furnished  those  institutions 
with  that  of  Cincinnati,  for  their  own  use*  and  distribution.  The 
Treasurer's  account  will  exhibit  the  cost  of  the  publication  and  the 
means  by  which  it  was  met. 

The  expenses  of  distribution  incurred  by  your  Committee  amounted  to 
S6.31,  of  which  sum  ^2.75  was  met  by  voluntary  contributions,  leaving 
$3.5(3  due  the  undersigned. 

The  Committee  have  not  deemed  it  necessary,  as  heretofore,  to  make 
suggestions  to  the  dissociation  in  regard  to  the  business  to  claim  its 
attention,  believing  that  the  reports  of  Committees  specially  set  apart 
to  consider  the  important  subjects  which  claimed  its  attention  at  the 
last  and  preceding  meetings,  and  the  matters  of  general  and  scientific 
interest  likely  to  be  introduced  by  individual  members,  will  afford 
ample  and  profitable  occupation  for  the  several  sittings. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  Parrtsh. 
C.  B.  Guthrie. 
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F. 

Report  of  Committee  to  enquire  whether  any  and  what  Amend- 
ments are  required  to  the  law  regulating  the  Importation  of 
Drugs  and  Medicines,  to  render  It  more  efficient,  uniform  and 
advantageous  to  the  public  at  large. 

The  subject  matter  of  the  law  of  Congress  passed  in  1846,  regulating 
the  importation  of  such  Drugs  and  Chemicals  as  are  wholly  or  in  part 
used  as  medicines,  has  from  time  to  time  been  a  matter  of  discussion 
and  of  various  reports  to  the   American  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  Association  held  in  Cincinnati  on  the  25th 
July,  1854,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  report  to  this  present  sitting 
of  the  Association  "  whether  any  and  what  amendments  are  required 
to  this  law  to  render  it  more  efficient  and  advantageous  to  the  public 
at  large." 

It  is  by  no  means  strange,  or  in  any  wise  evidence  of  weakness  in 
the  law  itself,  that  it  should  need  emendation,  and  that  its  provisions 
in  their  adaptation  to  the  purposes  sought  and  the  wants  of  commerce, 
should  be  found  in  some  respects  defective.  To  expect  it  to  meet  with 
universal  favor  and  to  please  all,  was  to  expect  impossibilities,  and  to 
expect  its  stringent  provisions  would,  if  carried  out,  not  touch  and  bear 
hard  upon  some  points,  was  to  look  for  more  than  was  at  all  likely  to 
be  realized. 

The  necessity  for  its  enactment  had  become  apparent  to  the  commu- 
nity at  large,  and  it  is  now  but  an  expression  of  public  opinion  upon 
the  statute  book.  Its  workings  have  been  unquestionably  beneficial, 
but  it  cannot  at  the  same  time  be  denied  that  these  results  are  and  have 
been  in  a  great  measure  incidental  rather  than  direct. 

We  have  far  too  .much  reliance  in  the  integrity  and  honor  of  the 
large  majority  of  our  importing  druggists  to  believe  that  they  would 
knowingly  import  and  throw  upon  the  market  spurious  or  sophisticated 
drugs ;  yet  the  large  quantities  of  such  drugs  and  chemicals  that  have 
from  time  to  time  been  rejected  at  the  port  of  New  York  and  at  other 
ports,  is  evidence  sufficient  that  many  articles  of  this  kind  not  fit  for 
market  are  still  sent  here,  often,  we  are  willing  to  believe,  through  igno- 
rance of  their  true  value  and  condition,  but  sometimes,  no  doubt, 
through  avarice  and  with  the  worst  intentions.  We  have  said  that  the 
beneficial  eflfects  of  the  law  are  incidental  in  some  respects.  We  mean 
that  it  has  directed  public  attention  to  the  matter,  and  those  having 
occasion  to  use  or  dispense  medicines  throughout  the  country,  have 
come  to  exercise  greater  care  in  the  selection  and  preparation  of  such 
articles. 

Whatever  defects  the  law  may  have,  and  however  far  it  may  fall 
short  of  abating  or  entirely  curing  the  evil  that  called  it  into  existence, 
one  thing  is  very  certain,  and  it  lies  at  the  very  foundation  of  all  its 
defects  and  is  chargeable  with  almost  all  the  trouble  of  its  execution. 
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So  great,  indeed,  is  it,  that  if  necessarily  belonging  to  it  and  to  be  here- 
after as  it  has  been  hitherto,  the  principle  upon  which  the  appointments 
to  its  responsible  offices  are  made,  we  say  abolish,  at  once  and  forever 
abolish  the  law  itself,  for  it  never  can  accomplish  the  end  sought.  This 
Association  will  comprehend  the  tenor  of  these  remarks  as  pointing  to 
the  political,  the  mere  party  bearings  to  which  the  law  is  now  made 
subservient.  It  was  intended  by  its  framers  and  by  those  who  gave  it 
existence,  and  by  those  who  first  filled  its  appointments  that  it  should 
never  be  so  considered,  and  they  fondly,  though  it  seems  vainly  hoped 
to  see  one  office  in  the  gift  of  a  department,  one  appointment,  that  should 
be  made  with  a  simple,  single  view  to  qualification^  free  from  that  party 
cry  of  the  age,  "  to  the  victor  belongs  the  spoils." 

It  is  not  our  present  business  to  complain  of  the  poHtician,  who 
having  won  a  political  battle,  manifests  his  ambition  in  the  general 
scramble  after  party  rewards,  but  we  beg  to  put  in  one  plea  for  humanity 
and  science,  and  ask  that  one  office  of  government  having  so  closely 
and  entirely  under  its  control  the  welfare  and  possibly  the  lives  of  some 
of  us,  and  of  the  community  at  large,  be  not  filled  with  the  mere  poli- 
tician, the  open-mouthed  clamorer  for  place,  the  pretender  or  ignoramus. 

The  error  in  some  of  these  appointments  has  arisen,  we  think,  in 
some  measure,  from  a  misconception  by  the  appointing  power  as  to  the 
responsibility  and  the  duties  of  a  drug  examiner. 

A  mere  practioner  of  medicine,  however  well  qualified  for  his  pro- 
fession, is  not,  therefore,  at  all  qualified  to  judge  of,  and  pass  upon  a 
tithe  of  the  articles  daily  ofi"ered  at  either  of  the  ports  where  such  exam- 
iner is  located.  In  fact,  no  one  but  a  well  educated  and  thoroughly 
practical  druggist  could,  without  great  experience,  fill  this  post  with  any 
thing  like  satisfaction. 

It  is  lamentable,  indeed,  if  no  office  can  be  above  the  influence  of 
mere  partisan  feeling,  but  must  be  filled  with  a  view  solely  to  stoppiag 
the  mouth  of  one  of  that  hydra-headed  host,  who,  surrounding  the  dis- 
penser of  small  gifts,  continually  cry   "  give,  give." 

We  dwell  upon  this  point,  gentlemen,  because  we  have  reason  to 
know,  and  you  likewise  know,  that  through  this  evil,  the  law  has  never 
had  a  fair  trial  except  at  the  port  of  New  York.  In  all  the  others,  so 
many  changes  have  been  made,  that  even  had  good,  competent  officers 
been  appointed  in  all  cases,  as  they  have  not,  they  would  scarcely  have 
become  well  settled  and  obtained  the  requisite  facilities  for  getting 
through  their  official  duties,  before  they  have  been  removed  to  give  place 
to  some  more  hungry  applicant. 

We  are  speaking  of  facts,  well  authenticated  facts,  not  fictions  by 
any  means.  The  result  of  these  changes  any  one  can  see ;  if  not  appa- 
rent, let  them  look  at  the  want  of  uniformity  of  action  at  the  difi'ereDt 
ports,  and  the  appearance  in  market  of  drugs  not  seen,  some  of  them, 
before  for  years. 

We  know  of  no  remedy  for  this  evil,  which,  could  we  obviate,  we 
should  be  willing  to  risk  all  minor  defects  of  the  law,  except  to  make 
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those  appointments  in  many  respects  more  important  than  that  of  the 
collector  itself,  like  that  of  the  collector,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Senate. 

That  would  at  least  give  some  time  for  examination  into  the  qualifi- 
cations of  the  applicant  for  such  a  responsible  station.  Some  of  the 
Association  have  heretofore  advocated  the  giving  to  the  different  Col- 
leges of  Pharmacy  a  voice  in  the  recommendation  of  applicants;  apian 
worthy  of  trial  if  it  could  obtain  consideration  in  the  proper  quarter, 
which  we  fear  it  could  not. 

If  the  Association  deem  it  best,  a  dignified  and  earnest  remonstrance 
made  to  the  proper  department  in  behalf  of  such  appointments,  would, 
we  are  sure,  be  properly  considered  and  have  its  due  weight  There  is 
no  other  alteration  likely  to  be  made  that  would  be  a  matter  of  import- 
ance, or  that  would  materially  affect  the  workings  of  the  law. 

We  wish  to  improve  this  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  this  Asso- 
ciation and  of  those  interested  to  another  subject  bearing  directly  upon 
the  question  of  pure  drugs  ;  that  is,  an  alteration  of  the  existing  tariff 
as  it  relates  to  the  importation  of  crude  materials  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  chemicals.  Under  our  existing  tariff  the  same  ad  valorem 
duties  are  levied  upon  crude  materials  used  wholly  or  in  part  for  manu- 
facturing purposes  as  are  levied  upon  chemicals  made  from  such  drugs. 
Those  crude  drugs  not  produced  nor  producable  in  this  country  we 
believe  should  be  placed  on  the  free  list. 

The  largest  manufacturing  chemists  of  our  country  mention  as  among 
such  articles  most  important,  the  barks,  E.  I.  saltpetre,  nitrate  of  soda, 
brimstone  in  bulk,  opium,  nux  vomica,  argols,  cloves,  &c. 

Why  should  we  pay  a  pretnium  to  foreign  manufacturers  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  their  laboratories,  that  can  be  made  equally  as  good  if  not 
better  by  our  own,  if  they  have  the  same  protection  other  manufactu- 
ring interests  have? 

Why  should  the  consumer  pay  this  duty  upon  an  article  of  strict 
necessity  (for  medicines  do  not  become  luxuries),  which  he  can  in  no 
case  produce  nor  in  any  other  way  procure  ? 

We  hope  this  matter  may  also  be  properly  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  next  Congress,  and  receive  the  attention  of  this  Association,  and 
their  aid  in  putting  such  articles  upon  a  proper  footing. 

These  subjects  are  matters  of  importance  not  only  to  those  engaged 
in  the  drug  trade  and  the  business  of  apothecaries,  but  to  the  commu- 
nity at  large. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

C.  B.  GUTHBIE,  Chairman. 
5 
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AS  AMENDED  SEP  TE  MBER,  1  855 


Whereas,  The  advancement  of  pharmaceutical  knowledge  and  the 
elevation  of  the  professional  character  of  apothecaries  and  druggists 
throughout  the  United  States  are  objects  that  are  dear  to  us  in  com- 
mon with  all  well  disposed  pharmaceutists  ;  and  whereas,  a  large  portion 
of  those  in  whose  hands  the  practice  of  p4iarmacy  now  exists,  are  not 
properly  qualified  for  the  responsible  offices  it  involves,  chiefly  by  reason 
of  the  many  difficulties  that  impede  the  acquirement  of  a  correct  know- 
ledge of  their  business; — 

Therefore,  We  the  members  of  a  Convention  now  met  at  Philadel- 
phia, composed  of  apothecaries  and  druggists  from  different  sections  of 
the  Union,  and  from  all  the  Colleges  and  Societies  therein  existing,  with 
the  object  of  deliberating  oh  the  condition  of  our  profession,  do  hereby 
resolve  and  constitute  ourselves  into  a  permanent  association,  to  meet 
annually,  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  hereafter  be  determined,  for 
more  effectually  accomplishing  the  objects  for  which  we  are  now  assem- 
bled, and  do  now  adopt  the  following 

CONSTITUTION. 
Article  I. 

This  Association  shall  be  called  "  The  American  Pharmaceutical 
Association." 

Article  II. —  0/ the  Members. 

Section  1.  Every  apothecary  and  druggist  of  good  moral  and  pro- 
fessional standing,  whether  in  business  on  his  own  account,  retired  from 
business,  or  employed  by  another,  who,  after  duly  considering  the  object 
of  this  Association,  and  the  obligations  of  its  Constitution,  is  willing  to 
subscribe  to  them,  is  eligible  to  membership. 

Section  2.  The  mode  of  admission  to  membership  shall  be  as 
follows :  Any  person  eligible  to  membership  may  apply  to  any  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  who  shall  report  his  application  to  the 
said  committee.  If  after  investigating  his  claims  they  shall  approve  his 
election,  they  shall  at  the  earliest  time  practicable  report  his  name  to 
the  Association,  and  he  may  be  elected  by  two-thirds  of  the  members 
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present  on  ballot.  Should  an  application  occur  in  the  recess,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  may  give  the  approval  in  writing,  which,  if 
unanimous,  and  endorsed  by  the  President,  shall  constitute  him  a  mem- 
ber, and  the  fact  be  reported  to  the  Association  at  the  next  succeeding 
meeting. 

Section  3.  All  persons  who  become  members  of  this  Association 
shall  be  considered  as  permanent  members,  but  may  be  expelled  for  im- 
proper conduct  by  a  veto  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  present  at  any 
annual  meeting. 

Section  4.  Every  member  shall  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Treas- 
urer the  sum  of  two  dollars  as  his  yearly  contribution.  Members  shall 
be  entitled,  on  the  payment  of  five  dollars,  to  receive  a  certificate  of 
membership  signed  by  the  President,  one  Vice  President  and  the  Secre- 
tary, covenanting  in  writing  to  return  the  same  to  the  proper  ofl&cers 
on  relinquishing  their  connection  with  the  Association. 

Section  5.  Every  Pharmaceutical  Association  shall  be  entitled  to 
five  delegates. 

Section  6.  At  each  annual  meeting  the  Association  may  appoint 
correspondents  in  any  part  of  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  com- 
municate to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  any  information  which  they 
may  be  enabled  to  obtain  on  subjects  of  interest  to  the  Association  ; 
such  correspondents  who  are  not  meaibeni  when  accepting  the  appoint- 
ment to  be  entitled  to  membership  on  signing  the  Constitution  and 
Code  of  Ethics,  and  on  payment  of  the  annual  contribution. 

Section  7.  Pharmaceutists,  Chemists,  and  other  scientific  men  who 
may  be  thought  worthy  of  the  distinction,  may  be  elected  honorary 
members  upon  the  same  conditions,  and  under  the  same  rules  as  apper- 
tain to  active  members.  They  shall  not,  however,  be  required  to  con- 
tribute to  the  funds,  nor  shall  they  be  eligible  to  hold  office  nor  to  vote 
at  the  meetings. 

Article  HI. —  Of  the  Officers. 

The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  be  a  President,  three  Vice  Presi- 
dents, a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Treasurer, 
and  an  Executive  Committee  of  three,  which  may  include  any  of  the 
members  except  the  President,  all  of  whom  shall  be  elected  annually. 

Section  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings  and  pre- 
aerve  order.  He  shall  nominate  all  committees,  except  a  majority  of  the 
members  present  direct  a  resort  to  balloting  or  other  means.  He  shall 
sign  all  certificates  of  membership,  approve  of  all  foreign  correspond- 
ence, and  countersign  all  orders  on  the  Treasurer  drawn  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.  And  he  shall,  at  least  three  months  previously  to  the 
annual  meeting,  publish  a  call  in  all  the  pharmaceutical  and  in  such 
medical  and  other  journals  as  he  may  select,  stating  therein  the  objects 
of  the  Association,  and  the  conditions  of  memberstiip. 
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Section"  2.  In  case  of  the  temporary  absence  or  inability  of  the 
President,  his  duties  shall  devolve  on  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents. 

Section  3.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  fair  and  correct 
BiinaW'3  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association.  He  shall  keep  a  roll 
book  of  the  members,  and  see  that  it  is  corrected  annually,  and  he  shall 
furnish  to  the  Executive  Committee  a  correct  transcript  of  the  minutes 
of  the  meetings  for  publication  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Association. 

Section  4.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  attend  to  the  official 
correspondence  directed  by  the  Association  with  other  bodies,  or  with 
its  members,  all  of  which  correspondence  shall  be  approved  by  the 
President. 

Section  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  take  care  of  the  fund.s 
of  the  Association  ;  shall  pay  its  money  only  on  the  order  of  the  Execn- 
tive  Committee,  countersigned  by  the  President  ;  and  shall  present  a 
statement  of  his  accounts  annually  that  they  may  be  audited. 

Section  6.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  take  charge  of  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Proceedings  cf  the  Association,  including  such  papers  on 
5cienti6c  subjects  as  it  may  direct  to  be  published  ;  attend  to  their  dis- 
tribution, pay  the  expenses  incurred  on  behalf  of  the  Association  at  its 
meetings  or  in  the  interim,  and  report  a  statement  of  their  traDsaction« 
to  the  next  meeting. 

Article  IV. —  Of  the  Meetings. 

Section  1.  The  meetings  shall  be  held  annually,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  shall  be  determined  at  the  adjournment  of  the  previous  meet- 
ing, observing  that  no  two  meetings  shall  be  held  consecutively  at  the 
same  place. 

Section  2.  The  meetings  shall  be  organized  by  the  President  of 
the  previous  year,  or,  in  his  absence,  by  either  of  the  Vice  Presidents 
in  the  order  of  their  election,  or,  in  their  absence,  by  the  Recording 
Secretary,  who  shall  act  j>ro  tempore  until  the  nomination  and  election 
of  officers  for  the  session. 

Section  3.  Immediately  after  the  temporary  organization  of  the 
Association  the  roll  shall  be  called,  when  a  committee  on  credentials 
shall  be  appointed  from  the  members  present,  to  whom  the  certificatefe 
of  delegates  shall  be  submitted,  and  who  shall  examine  the  claims  of 
all  other  applicants  for  membership  before  they  are  submitted  to  the 
Association. 

Article  V. 

This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a  vote  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting,  and  notice  to 
alter  or  amend  the  same  ihall  be  given  at  least  one  sitting  before  a  vote 
thereupon. 
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LIST  OF  COMMITTEES 

TO    REPORT    AT    THE 

MEETING  TO  BE  HELD  IN   BALTIMORE,   SEPT.  9th,  1856. 


1st.  Statistics  of  Pharmacy  in  the  United  States,  referred  to  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  W.  Procter,  Jr. 
-?d.  Committee  on  the  Certificate  of  Membership,  empowered  to  decide 
upon  the  design,  have  it  executed,  and  deliver  it  to  the  members  who 
have  subscribed  for  it. 
Charles  Ellis,  William  Procter,  Jr., 

John  Meakim,  Joseph  Laidley. 

od.  Committee  to  report  on  standard  of  quality  for  those  drugs  capable 
of  their  application,  with  tests  for  adulterations.     (Continued.) 
William  Procter,  Jr.,  George  D.  Coggeshall, 

Charles  T.  Carney,  Edward  S.  Wayne. 

4th.  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  Revised  Constitution. 

Edward  Parrish.  Samuel  M.  Colcord, 

James  S.  Aspinwall. 
5th.  Committee  to  report  on  the  subject  of  Home  Adulterations. 
C.  B.  Guthrie,  G.  D.  Coggeshall, 

C.  A.  Smith,  A.  J.  Matthews, 

E.  S.  Wayne. 
6th.  Committee  to  report  on  the  best  Text  Books  for  the  pharmaceu- 
tical student. 

W.  Procter,  Jr.,  A.  P.  Sharp.  Charles  Ellis. 


PRIZES  OFFERED  BY  THE  ASSOCIATION, 


is^.      Tiventy-three  volumes  of  the   American  Journal  of  Pharmacy. 

For  the  best  Essay  which  shall  develope  the  commercial  history  of 
all  drugs  indigenous  to  the  United  States,  as  Senega,  Spigelia,  Serpen- 
taria,  &c  ,  as  regards  the  manner  and  places  of  their  collection  and 
preparation  for  the  supply  of  commerce,  the  amount  annually  collected, 
and  the  channels  through  which  they  enter  general  commerce. 
'^nd. — Six  volumes  of  Gmelin's  Hand-Book  of  Chemistry. 

For  the  best  Essay  on  any  question  relating  specially  to  Pharmacy. 

Committee  of  Judges. 

Charles  Ellis,  William  Procter,  Jr. 

All  Essays  contributed  for  the  Prizes  must  be  delivered  free  of  charge 
to  Charles  Ellis,  Pniladelphia,  on  or  before  the  second  Tuesday  in 
August,  1856. 

Erratum. — Page  10,  line  7th,  for  section  2  read  section  7. 
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